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Florham Park Social Studies

8th Grade Social Studies Curriculum

8th Grade Social Studies Curriculum Matrix
(Note: Curriculum Matrix based on 180 instructional days; instructional days include assessments.)

Unit Instructional Days

Early September Unit1: NJDOE Holocaust Commission 9/11 Approved Activities 3 Instructional Days

Sept-Oct Unit 2:  US Constitution 27 Instructional Days

Nov-January Unit 3: Manifest Destiny, Pre- Civil War 35 Instructional Days

February Unit 4: Reform Movement 17 Instructional Days

March-May Unit 5: Civil War and Reconstruction 40 Instructional Days

June Unit 8: Holocaust 13 Instructional Days

Philosophy

The Florham Park School District’s social studies curriculum encourages the students to learn civic principles to become active members of the global community.
For a productive and satisfying life, students must have meaningful engagement in the complex world around us. Social Studies allow students to explore and
analyze people in connection to their past, their environment, and their societies. 

Through the New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards, the students will investigate the past and make connections to current events.  Technology can
enhance critical thinking, geography skills, e�ective communication, and historical understanding. Collaborative, student-centered lessons will promote e�ective
social interactions and problem solving skills.
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Florham Park Social Studies

8th Grade Social Studies Curriculum
Exposure to the diverse cultures in the world helps to promote empathy, self-re�ection, and active global citizens. “Students must feel empowered to make
informed and reasoned decisions through their knowledge and understanding of the diverse and dynamic nature of society and the interaction among cultures,
societies, governments and environments.” 

Florham Park’s Holocaust and Amistad lessons and connection to the Social Studies Curriculum
Florham Park has infused Holocaust and Amistad commission lessons throughout the curriculum.  The curriculum infuses interactive read alouds throughout the
school year.  The purpose of the Amistad commision mandate is to infuse the history of Africans and African-Americans into the social studies curriculum in
order to provide an accurate, complete and inclusive history.  Teachers will be provided books from the Amistad Commision recommended book list with
questions to go along with the interactive read aloud books.
Adapted from
“ISB Social Studies Philosophy Statement” International School of Beijing. All Rights Reserved. © 2011. Web.  21 June 2011.

8th Grade’s Geographic Goals

Location ● Identify location of major regions, countries, cities, landforms and bodies of water world-wide
● Identify location of home, schools and historical locations in Florham Park by reading a local

map
Place ● Assess how places can be changed by human actions or natural processes

● Evaluate why places are important to individual human identity and as symbols for unifying a
society

Relationship within places ● Evaluate how location and their characteristics impact on human interdependence
● Analyze the in�uence of natural resources on the development of human con�ict

Movement ● Compare and contrast the changes in the global movement of people, ideas and goods
● Use an atlas, graph, chart, map, and timeline
● Evaluate the impact of immigration on the spread of language, religion and customs from one

culture to another
Regions ● Identify contemporary major world cultural, religious, linguistic, economic and political

region

Unit 1: NJDOE Holocaust Commission 9/11 Approved Activities Grade: 8th

Unit Overview:
This unit is designed to provide lessons to students through the Learning From the Challenges of Our Times curriculum designe through the
New Hersey Commison on Holocaust Education. The students will explore various lessons from the following units: human behaviour,
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8th Grade Social Studies Curriculum
terrorisn from playgorund to world stage--violence, aggression, historical context of terrorism, 9/11-a contemporary case studin in terrorism, and
rememberance and the creation of memory.

NJ Student Learning Standards
Standards
6.1 U.S. History: America in the World: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and
the environment shape the American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that re�ect fundamental rights and core democratic values as
productive citizens in local, national, and global communities
Companion Standards:
Key Ideas and Details
NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences and relevant connections from it; cite speci�c textual evidence when writing or
speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.
NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas.
NJSLSA.R3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text.
Craft and Structure
NJSLSA.R4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and �gurative meanings, and analyze how speci�c word choices
shape meaning or tone.
NJSLSA.R5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how speci�c sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other
and the whole.
NJSLSA.R6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.
NJSLSA.R8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and speci�c claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and su�ciency of the evidence.
NJSLSA.R9. Analyze and re�ect on how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take.

NJSLSA.R10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and pro�ciently with sca�olding as needed.
Reading History and Social Studies:
Key Ideas and Details
RH.6-8.1. Cite speci�c textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources.
RH.6-8.2. Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions.
RH.6-8.3. Identify key steps in a text's description of a process related to history/social studies (e.g., how a bill becomes law, how interest rates are raised or lowered).
Craft and Structure
RH.6-8.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary speci�c to domains related to history/social studies.
RH.6-8.5. Describe how a text presents information (e.g., sequentially, comparatively, causally).
RH.6-8.6. Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author's point of view or purpose (e.g., loaded language, inclusion or avoidance of particular facts).
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
RH.6-8.7. Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other information in print and digital texts.
RH.6-8.8. Distinguish among fact, opinion, and reasoned judgment in a text.
RH.6-8.9. Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary source on the same topic.
Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity
RH.6-8.10.  By the end of grade 8, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 6-8 text complexity band independently and pro�ciently

Science
Determine the central ideas or conclusions of a text; provide an accurate summary of the text distinct from prior knowledge or opinions. (MS-LS1-5) RST.6-8.2
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Standard 8 Computer Science
Performance Expectations:
8.1.8.IC.1  Compare the trade-offs associated with computing technologies that affect an individual's everyday activities and career options.

Standard 9 Career Readiness, Life Literacy, and Key Skills
9.2.8.CAP.2: Develop a plan that includes information about career areas of interest.

New Jersey Amistad Commission:: N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88
Every board of education shall incorporate the information regarding the contributions of African-Americans to our country in an appropriate place in the curriculum of elementary
and secondary school students.

LGBT and Disabilities Law: N.J.S.A. 18A:35-4.35 A board of education shall include instruction on the political, economic, and social contributions of persons with disabilities
and lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender people, in an appropriate place in the curriculum of middle school and high school students as part of the district’s implementation of the
New Jersey Student Learning Standards (N.J.S.A.18A:35-4.36) A board of education shall have policies and procedures in place pertaining to the selection of instructional materials
to implement the requirements of N.J.S.A. 18A:35-4.35.

Holocaust Law: N.J.S.A. 18A:35-28 Every board of education shall include instruction on the Holocaust and genocides in an appropriate place in the curriculum of all
elementary and secondary school pupils. The instruction shall further emphasize the personal responsibility that each citizen bears to �ght racism and hatred whenever and wherever
it happens.

Primary interdisciplinary connections: Language Arts, 21st Century Life and Careers, Science, and Technology
Suggested Activities:
Math:  Graphs comparing populations, Compare latitude and longitude lines to a line graph
Science:  Environmental Changes, study agriculture

Unit Enduring Understandings Essential Questions
● Students will analyze and evaluate speci�c examples of

problems arising out of diversity in America
● Students will investigate the question, “Why do some people

support/become members of KKK?”
● Students will de�ne and identify some American civil rights,

and will analyze hypothetical cases and discuss the impact of
terrorism on these rights.

● Students will describe the �nding of the 9/11 Commission
and the responses of the government and individuals to the
�nal report.

● Student will begin to understand shared grief and empathy
after national tragedy

● Students will de�ne the terms upstander and bystander and
discuss why people take both roles.

● How have economic, political, and cultural decisions
promoted or prevented the growth of personal freedom,
individual responsibility, equality, and respect for human
dignity?

● How do our interpretations of past events inform our
understanding of cause and e�ect, and continuity and
change, and how do they in�uence our beliefs and decisions
about current public policy issues?
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Unit Teaching Points:

Lessons Concepts
What will students know...

Skills/ Performance Expectations
What students will be able to do...

Bend I: Bend I: 9/11 Lesson 1: (Mini Lesson/ Synchronous)
Today I will teach you examples in US
History and to identify bystanders and
upstanders

● Warm up: Can you think of a time
when someone else was being
bullied? What did you do? Why did
you choose to do something or
choose to sit by? Do you wish you
could have reacted di�erently?

● Activity: Learn about the Little
Rock 9 and sit-ins and identify
upstanders and bystanders in
primary photographs

● Re�ection: Create an upstander
�gure based on someone you know
or have met, identify the
characteristics of the upstander.

Lesson 2: Heritage Month Lesson Transition
Today I will teach you about  the rich and
Varied History and experience of Latinx and
we will  identify ways they can be upstanders
for the Latinx community
Warm up connecting 9/11 to Latinx
prejudice: Can Tragedy Bring People
Together? Why or Why not? Examples?
Activity: Video celebrating Latinx identify
about Latinx activist
Re�ection: Why is it important to be an
upstander for/in the Latino community?
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Why is it important to be an upstander
for/in any group?

Lesson 3:
Today I will teach you about civil rights and
identify civil rights found in Constitution;
purpose of Patriot Act -analyze question of
security vs. rights
Warm up: “Security at the expense of justice
is no security at all.”
*What do they think the statement means?
*Do they agree or disagree?
Activity: Students read through each of these
case studies, their  group should come to a
consensus on the following issues:

1) What civil rights are being violated?
2) What actions should the

authorities take, keeping in mind
the issue of security?

Keep in mind the issues of civil rights and
security

Heritage Celebrated
Month Guide (Cover in all
curricular areas)

National Hispanic-Latino Heritage Month: Celebrated Sept
15-October 15
Possible Readings: Grade 7 reading level:
Culture and History
Hispanic Heritage Month Culture
PBS Latinx Heritage
DACA: PBS
History and Biographies:

Teaching Points to explore with students:
● Today I am going to teach you

about the rich and Varied History
and experience of Latinx.

● Today I am going to teach you
about the diverse array of
determined Latinx adolescents
across the US who overcome
challenges as they work for higher
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● They Call Me Guero: A Border Kid’s Poems by
David Bowles (Level Y)

● Ana Maria Reyes Does Not Live in a Castle by
Hilda Eunice Burgos (Level Z)

● Marcus Vega Doesn’t Speak Spanish by Pablo
Cartaya (Level Y)

● Stella Diaz Has Something To Say by Angela
Dominguez (Level V)

education.
● Today I am going to teach you

about the debate over DACA, and
how it demonstrates the
importance of civic engagement.

○ De�ne DACA

Evidence of Learning (Assessments) Accommodations and Modi�cations

Formative Assessments:

● Exit Tickets
● Notebook Checks
● Conferences
● Drafts

Summative Assessments:

● Unit Projects
● Written Analysis
● Summative tests
● SAC (Structured Academic Controversy)
● Demonstrations
● Portfolio

Benchmark Assessments:

● Initial Benchmark:  3rd Week of September
● Mid-year Benchmark: 4th Week of January
● End of year Benchmark:  Last week in May

Alternative Assessments:

● Choice Projects
● Portfolios

Special Education:

● Curricular Modi�cations and Guidance for Students Educated in
Special Class Settings

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners,

& Mainstream Learners)
Differentiation:

● Preview content and concepts
● Behavior management plan
● Highlight text
● Small group setting

High-Prep Differentiation:
● Alternative formative and summative assessments
● Guided Reading
● Personal agendas
● Project-based learning
● Tiered activities/assignments
● Varying organizers for instructions

Low-Prep Differentiation:
● Clubbing activities
● Exploration by interest
● Flexible groupings

English Language Learners:

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
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● Arguments Writing Assignments
● Notebook assessments
● Oral Presentations
● Socratic Seminars
● Primary Source Analysis
● Social Studies Instructional Strategies

● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners,
& Mainstream Learners)

Students at Risk for Failure:

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners,

& Mainstream Learners}

Gifted and Talented

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners,

& Mainstream Learners)

Students with 504 Plans

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cation
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners,

& Mainstream Learners)

Core Instructional and Supplemental Materials
Professional Resources:

Core Instructional, Supplemental, Instructional,
and Intervention Resources

Core Professional Resources:

● Holocaust 911 Curriculumn
● Liberty Science Center
● Kidsbridge Tolerance Museum
● The National September 11 Memorial and Museum
● 8th Grade - African and African American Amistad Infusion
● 6-8 Black History Resources
● Amistad Curriculum (K-12)

Supplemental Professional Resources:

● Stanford History Education Group
● iCivics

Core Instructional Resources:

● Clips from Forrest Gump
● Sit-in Protest Resources
● Ku Klux Klan, The Columbia Encyclopedia, Sixth Edition
● Thomas E. Watson
● Patriot Act
● NY Times Video
● CBS News Video
● 9-11 PDP
● PBS NewsHour
● We Too Sing America: South Asians, Arabs, Muslims, Sikhs, and Our

Multicultural Future by Deepa Iyer (Level Z+)
● Nine, Ten: A Septemver 11 Story by Nora Raleigh Baskin (Level U)
● Impact: The Story of the September 11 Terrorist Attacks (Level Y)
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● Teaching Tolerance
● Facing History and Ourselves

● America Is Under Attack by Don Brown (Level U)
● Any appropriate grade 7 book applicable to the unit chosen by the teacher

Supplemental Resources:

Suggested Lessons for  Di�erentiation with Small Groups:
● Newsela
● Brainpop
● 14 Cows for America by Carmen Deedy (Level  S)
● Fireboat: THe Heroic Adventures of John J. Harvey by Maria Kalman

(Level M)
● What Were the Twin Towers? By Jim O’Connor (Level S)

Intervention Resources:

● Graphic Organizers
● Sca�olded Notes
● Closed Notes
● Shared Notes and slide presentations
● Study guides
● Newsela
● Brain Pop JR.
● Readworks
● CNN10

Interdisciplinary Connections Integration of Technology through NJSLS

● Correlates to routines unit in math, rules and community units in social studies
Identify classroom routines in other subject areas: math, science, and social
studies.

● In Social Studies discuss routines in the community
● Understand what it means to “read close” in social studies, science, and foreign

language.
● O�er short, non�ction picture books and non�ction articles on science, social

studies, and foreign language related activities to encourage building
background knowledge and independent reading about topics of interest to
students.

● Encourage students to respond to texts in their speci�c subject area notebooks
as they re�ect on what they have been reading.

● Highlight texts, themes, and re�ections that connect to themes related to the
Holocaust; i.e. power, bullying, empathy, and social activism.

● Create a word study word sort in Inspiration.
● Listen to books on CDs, tapes, videos or podcasts if available.
● Listen to books on websites (pbskids.org/lions/index.html,

storylineonline.net, storyit.com, Elementary Connections Page)
● Use document camera or overhead projector for shared reading of texts.

Ongoing:
● Listen to books on CDs, tapes, videos or podcasts if available.
● Listen to books on websites (pbskids.org/lions/index.html,

storylineonline.net, storyit.com, Elementary Connections Page)
● Use document camera or overhead projector for shared reading of texts.

Other:
● Use Microsoft Word, Inspiration, or Smart Board Notebook software to

write the words from their word sorts.
● Use Inspiration to create a double timeline looking at plot events and

character motivation.
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Integration of 21st Century Themes and Skills Media Literacy Integration

● Financial, Economic, Business, and Entrepreneurial Literacy
● Civic Literacy
● Health Literacy
● Social Justice Literacy
● Creativity and Innovation
● Critical Thinking and Problem Solving Communication and Collaboration

Information Literacy
● Media Literacy
● Life and Career Skills
● Creativity and Innovations
● Critical Thinking and Problem Solving
● Communication and Collaboration

● Ask students to look for speci�c things when they view videos or read
print material, and then ask questions about those items

● Build on the intuitive knowledge students have gained from media about
the story and character

● Clarify the distinction between �ction and non�ction in di�erent types
of media reporting on the same topic

● Use print materials to practice reading and comprehension skills
● Information Literacy

Career Education Global Perspective
● New Jersey Educational Field Trip
● Washington DC Trip
● History Based Field Trip
● Oregon Trail Webquest
● Flexibility and Adaptability
● Initiative and Self-Direction
● Social and Cross-Cultural Skills
● Productivity and Accountability
● Leadership and Responsibility

● National Hispanic-Latino Heritage Month
● National Disability Employment Awareness Month
● National American Indian Heritage Month
● Black History Month
● National Women’s History Month,
● National Irish-American Heritage Month
● National Italian American Heritage Month
● Asian Paci�c American Heritage
● Older Americans’ Month
● Jewish American Heritage Month
● Week of Respect
● Red Ribbon Week
● International Dot Day (September 16)

Unit 2: The Constitution Grade: 8th
Unit Overview:

Previous to the rati�cation of the American Constitution, the United States was a collection of states living under the Articles of Confederation; a
loose collection of laws. The Constitution was a stronger collection of laws that bound the states together. The Constitution outlines the federal
laws, the 3 branches of government, and the amendments outline basic and essential human rights that each citizen can enjoy.

The study of America’s Constitution is arguably one of the most important topics when studying
American history. The Constitution provides the fundamental rights that every citizen enjoys and the subsequent court cases from 1787 onward
further revise and de�ne American rights.

NJ Student Learning Standards
Companion Standards:
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Key Ideas and Details
NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences and relevant connections from it; cite speci�c textual evidence when writing or
speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.
NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas.
NJSLSA.R3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text.
Craft and Structure
NJSLSA.R4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and �gurative meanings, and analyze how speci�c word choices shape
meaning or tone.
NJSLSA.R5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how speci�c sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and
the whole.
NJSLSA.R6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.
NJSLSA.R8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and speci�c claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and su�ciency of the evidence.
NJSLSA.R9. Analyze and re�ect on how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take.

NJSLSA.R10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and pro�ciently with sca�olding as needed.
Reading History and Social Studies:
Key Ideas and Details
RH.6-8.1. Cite speci�c textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources.
RH.6-8.2. Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions.
RH.6-8.3. Identify key steps in a text's description of a process related to history/social studies (e.g., how a bill becomes law, how interest rates are raised or lowered).
Craft and Structure
RH.6-8.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary speci�c to domains related to history/social studies.
RH.6-8.5. Describe how a text presents information (e.g., sequentially, comparatively, causally).
RH.6-8.6. Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author's point of view or purpose (e.g., loaded language, inclusion or avoidance of particular facts).
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
RH.6-8.7. Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other information in print and digital texts.
RH.6-8.8. Distinguish among fact, opinion, and reasoned judgment in a text.
RH.6-8.9. Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary source on the same topic.
Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity
RH.6-8.10.  By the end of grade 8, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 6-8 text complexity band independently and pro�ciently

Science
Determine the central ideas or conclusions of a text; provide an accurate summary of the text distinct from prior knowledge or opinions. (MS-LS1-5) RST.6-8.2

Standard 8 Computer Science
Performance Expectations:
8.1.8.IC.1  Compare the trade-offs associated with computing technologies that affect an individual's everyday activities and career options.

Standard 9 Career Readiness, Life Literacy, and Key Skills
9.2.8.CAP.2: Develop a plan that includes information about career areas of interest.
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New Jersey Amistad Commission:: N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88
Every board of education shall incorporate the information regarding the contributions of African-Americans to our country in an appropriate place in the curriculum of elementary
and secondary school students.

LGBT and Disabilities Law: N.J.S.A. 18A:35-4.35 A board of education shall include instruction on the political, economic, and social contributions of persons with disabilities
and lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender people, in an appropriate place in the curriculum of middle school and high school students as part of the district’s implementation of the
New Jersey Student Learning Standards (N.J.S.A.18A:35-4.36) A board of education shall have policies and procedures in place pertaining to the selection of instructional materials to
implement the requirements of N.J.S.A. 18A:35-4.35.

Primary interdisciplinary connections: Language Arts, 21st Century Life and Careers, Science, and Technology
Suggested Activities:
Math:  Graphs comparing populations, Compare latitude and longitude lines to a line graph
Science:  Environmental Changes, study agriculture

Social Studies Standards
6.1 U.S. History: America in the World by the End of 8th Grade
Era 3. Revolution and the New Nation (1754-1820s)
Disputes over political authority and economic issues contributed to a movement for independence in the colonies. The fundamental principles of the United States Constitution serve
as the foundation of the United States government today.
6.3 Active Citizenship in the 21st Century by the End of Grade

Core Idea Performance Expectations

Political and civil institutions impacts all aspects of people’s lives ● 6.1.8.CivicsPI.3.a: Cite evidence to evaluate the extent to which the
leadership and decisions of early administrations of the national government
met the goals established in the Constitution.

● 6.1.8.CivicsPI.3.b: Evaluate the e�ectiveness of the fundamental principles
of the Constitution (i.e., consent of the governed, rule of law, federalism,
limited government, separation of powers, checks and balances, and
individual rights) in establishing a federal government that allows for growth
and change over time.

● 6.1.8.CivicsPI.3.c: Distinguish the powers and responsibilities of citizens,
political parties, interest groups, and the media in a variety of governmental
and nongovernmental contexts.

Government have di�erent structures which impact development (expansion) and civic
participation

● 6.1.8.CivicsPI.3.d: Use data and other evidence to determine the extent to
which demographics in�uenced the debate on representation in Congress
and federalism by examining the New Jersey and Virginia plans.

Members of society have the obligation to become informed of the facts regarding public
issues and to engage in honest, mutually respectful discourse to advance public policy
solutions.

● 6.1.8.CivicsPD.3.a: Cite evidence to determine the role that compromise
played in the creation and adoption of the Constitution and Bill of Rights
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The United States system of government is designed to realize the ideals of liberty,
democracy, limited government, equality under the law and of opportunity, justice, and
property rights.

● 6.1.8.CivicsDP.3.a:Use primary and secondary sources to assess whether or
not the ideals found in the Declaration of Independence were ful�lled for
women, African Americans, and Native Americans during this time period.

Fundamental rights are derived from the inherent worth of [every] each individual[,
which] and include civil, political, social, economic, and cultural rights.

● 6.1.8.CivicsHR.3.a: Explain how and why constitutional civil liberties were
impacted by acts of government during the Early Republic (i.e., Alien and
Sedition Acts).     

[Human rights can be protected or abused in various societies.] Social and political
systems have protected and denied human rights (to varying degrees) throughout time

● 6.1.8.CivicsHR.3.b: Evaluate the impact of the institution of slavery on the
political and economic expansion of the United States

● 6.1.8.CivicsHR.3.c: Construct an argument to explain how the expansion of
slavery violated human rights and contradicted American ideals

Geospatial technologies and representations help us to make sense of the distribution of
people, places and environments, and spatial patterns across Earth’s surface

● 6.1.8.GeoSV.3.a: Use maps and other geographic tools to construct an
argument on the impact of geography on the developments and outcomes of
the American Revolution including New Jersey's pivotal role.

Economic decision making involves setting goals, weighing costs and bene�ts, and
identifying the resources available to achieve those goals.

● 6.1.8.EconET.3.a: Identify the e�ect of in�ation and debt on the American
people[.] and [Evaluate] evaluate the policies of state and national
governments during this time.

Chronological sequencing helps us track events over time as well as events that took
place at the same time.

● 6.1.8.HistoryCC.3.a: Explain how the consequences of the Seven Years War,
changes in British policies toward American colonies, and responses by
various groups and individuals in the North American colonies led to the
American Revolution

● 6.1.8.HistoryCC.3.b: Explain how political parties were formed and
continue to be shaped by di�ering perspectives regarding the role and power
of the federal government.

Historical events and developments are shaped by social, political, cultural,
technological, and economic factors.

● 6.1.8.HistoryCC.3.c: Use geographic tools and resources to investigate how
con�icts and alliances among European countries and Native American
groups impacted the expansion of American territory.                           

Political, economic, intellectual, social and cultural circumstances and ideas both change
and stay the same over time.

● 6.1.8.HistoryCC.3.d: Compare and contrast the Articles of Confederation
and the United States Constitution in terms of the decision-making powers
of national government.

Historical contexts and events shaped and continue to shape people’s perspectives. ● 6.1.8.HistoryUP.3.a: Use primary sources as evidence to explain why the
Declaration of Independence was written and how its key principles evolved
to become unifying ideas of American democracy.

● 6.1.8.HistoryUP.3.b: Examine the roles and perspectives of various
socioeconomic groups (e.g., rural farmers, urban craftsmen, northern
merchants, and southern planters), African Americans, Native Americans,
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and women during the American Revolution, and determine how these
groups were impacted by the war.

● 6.1.8.HistoryUP.3.c: Analyze from multiple perspectives how the terms of
the Treaty of Paris a�ected United States relations with Native Americans
and with European powers that had territories in North America.

Examining historical sources may answer questions but may also lead to more questions. ● 6.1.8.HistorySE.3.a: Analyze how the leadership of George Washington
during the American Revolution and as president allowed for the
establishment of American democracy.

Historians consider the relevance and validity of sources to understand the perspectives
of those involved when evaluating historical arguments.

● 6.1.8.HistorySE.3.b: Analyze a variety of sources to make evidence-based
inferences about how prominent individuals and other nations contributed
to the causes, execution, and outcomes of the American Revolution.

6.3 Active Citizenship in the 21st Century: Civics, Government, and Human Rights: Processes, Rules and Laws

In a democratic government, there are multiple processes by which individuals can
in�uence the creation of rules, laws, and public policy.

● 6.1.8.CivicsPR.1: Analyze primary sources to explain how democratic ideas
in the United States developed from the historical experiences of ancient
societies, England, and the North American colonies

● 6.1.8.CivicsPR.2: Evaluate the e�ectiveness of the fundamental principles of
the Constitution (i.e., consent of the governed, rule of law, federalism,
limited government, separation of powers, checks and balances, and
individual rights) in establishing a federal government that allows for growth
and change over time.

● 6.1.8.CivicsPR.3: Take a position on an issue in which fundamental ideals
and principles are in con�ict (e.g., liberty, equality).

● 6.1.8.CivicsPR.4: Use evidence and quantitative data to propose or defend a
public policy related to climate change.

● 6.1.8.CivicsPR.5: Engage in simulated democratic processes (e.g., legislative
hearings, judicial proceedings, elections) to understand how con�icting
points of view are addressed in a democratic society.

● 6.1.8.CivicsPR.6: Seek the perspectives of multiple stakeholders with diverse
points of view regarding a local budget issue and take a position on proposed
policy.

9.1.8.A.1 Develop strategies to reinforce positive attitudes and productive behaviors that impact
critical thinking and problem-solving skills.

9.1.8.A.2 Implement problem-solving strategies to solve a problem in school or the community.

9.1.8.B.1 Use multiple points of view to create alternative solutions.
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9.1.8.B.2 Assess data gathered to solve a problem for which there are varying perspectives (e.g.,

cross-cultural, gender-speci�c, generational), and determine how the data can best be
used to design multiple solutions.

RH.6-8.3. Identify key steps in a text's description of a process related to history/social studies (e.g.,
how a bill becomes law, how interest rates are raised or lowered).

WHST.6-8.2. Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events,
scienti�c procedures/ experiments, or technical processes.

WHST.6-8.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, voice, and
style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

WHST.6-8.5. With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing
as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on
how well purpose and audience have been addressed.

RH.6-8.10. By the end of grade 8, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 6-8
text complexity band independently and pro�ciently.

Unit Enduring Understandings Essential Questions
● The Articles of Confederation were designed to ensure that

the central government would have much less power than the
states.

● Unless the Articles of Confederation were changed, the
United States of America would’ve broken up into thirteen
separate countries.

● The checks and balances system was set up to ensure that no
one branch of government became too powerful.

● The North and South had to compromise on signi�cant
di�erences if the nation was to survive.

● Large and small states had to compromise the basis for
representation if the nation was to survive.

● The Constitution would not have been rati�ed without the
promise to add a written Bill of Rights and limitations put on
government power.

● The founding fathers set up a process to change the
Constitution, since they knew it would have to be �exible in
order to adapt for unforeseen events.

● How well did the Articles of Confederation address the
country’s issues during and after the American
Revolution?

● What primary debates shaped the terms of the U.S.
Constitution?

● How does the Bill of Rights protect all citizens?
● How do separation of powers and checks and balances

a�ect the U.S. Government?
● What is the purpose of the Supreme Court?
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● The Constitution calls for powers to be divided between the

central and state governments.
Unit Teaching Points:

Lessons Concepts
What will students know...

Skills/ Performance Expectations
What students will be able to do...

Bend I: Bend I: Principles of the Constitution Lesson 1: (Mini Lesson/ Synchronous)
Today I am going to teach you what happened after the
revolutionary war, and how the "New" American became the
United States?

● Warm up; Video: The Revolution ended Quick
Video Review
Option 2: Brianpop, American Revolution
This is an 18min video, and you may show full,
portions of it, or replace it with another. Discuss:
What happens now?  The Revolutionary war is over
with England.  How does the "New" American
become the United States?

● Activity: Then read John Adam's account of meeting
with King George III after the war.
Why is this conversation between the two important?
What relationship does it establish between the US
and England?

Lesson 2: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I am going to teach you about the Articles of
Confederation, and we are going to analyze the strengths and
weaknesses of the articles.

The �rst try of the "New" United States to create a stable
government was a failure.  However, many lessons were
learned.

● Warm up: Video: Articles of Confederation
-How did the struggle with Great Britain lead to the
Articles of Confederation?
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● Activity: Students will read the articles of
confederation independently or with partners.
Articles Duckster summary
Articles of Confederation PDF
Articles of Confederation: Strengths and Weakness
Once done, students will �ll out this worksheet
identifying strengths and weaknesses of the Articles
of Confederation

Lesson 3: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I am going to teach you about why the articles of
confederation fail and the importance of the Shays rebellion.

● Warm up: based on yesterday’s lesson, discuss issues
that could occur because of the articles

● Activity 1: Read about Shay’s Rebellion
● Activity 2: Look at the recorded response of George

Washington and Thomas Je�erson on the rebellion
● Activity 3: Write a Newspaper Article informing

about the rebellion, and embed an opinion if the
rebellion was a good or a bad thing for the USA.

All information can be found in the activity linked.

Lesson 4: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I am going to teach you about The Constitutional
Convention, why it happened, and what were some of the
challenges the founding fathers faced.

We will recreate some of the basics of the convention through a
two-day activity.

Day One:  Introduction
1. Discuss student views of the Founding Fathers.  This

could be done in a brainstorming session as a group,
or in individual pairs.  Share the prior knowledge the
students have about the Founders.  Be prepared to

Board Adopted August 30, 2021
Revised August 29, 2022

https://www.ducksters.com/history/american_revolution/articles_of_confederation.php
http://hrlibrary.umn.edu/education/articlesofconfederation.html
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VuXwJSxXPOPxAAad1OJ8hGtzeVcCByrS/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1A3oU8W559jrZMJ1FkwVQNhjiNax7f8VtB66bqJWLWAA/edit
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rusHiozEoKB5uZksMm92TdAuegZfx7RL/view?usp=sharing


Florham Park Social Studies

8th Grade Social Studies Curriculum

hear very general statements like “they all worked well
together.”  Ask the students who were at the
Convention, and be prepared for just a few familiar
names to be shared, or even Thomas Je�erson (who
was NOT there!).  Discuss how the Convention was
much more complex than most people realize, and
explain that this simulation will give them a chance to
act out the Convention and understand who these 55
people really were.(5 minutes)

2. Pass out the “Meeting of the Constitutional
Convention” sheet.  Read with students and reiterate
the goal of the simulation to them.  (5 minutes)

3. Assign students, in pairs, to represent each Founder.
Students will speak as a “team,” so both should be
ready and able to discuss and debate on behalf of
their Founder.  (5 minutes)

4. Allow pairs time to use Madison’s notes in Solberg to
prepare a one-minute biography of their Founder.
This should include how old they were in 1787, what
state they are from, any o�ces they have held, and
any other pertinent information that would show
their character.  Also, allow students to �nd their
Founder on the “Agenda:  3 Main Issues to Resolve”
sheet and the pages where their Founder speaks.
They should “translate” Madison’s notes of their
particular Founder’s words into words that are easy
for the class to understand.  They should be prepared
to debate intelligently based upon what their
Founder would say.  Also, they should be ready to
jump into OTHER debates based on what their
Founder would say.  Finally, have students create a
nameplate with their Founder and his state, so that
each group knows who they are speaking to. (35
minutes)

Day 2:
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1. Allow students to move into a circle and sit with their
partners.  Students should prepare any last-minute
information and set up their nameplates. (5 minutes)

2. The teacher, acting as the facilitator, should
“welcome” the “Founders” and explain what an
important job they have.  They should provide
information on the troubles facing the young nation,
such as the weaknesses of the Articles of
Confederation, and the recent Shays Rebellion in
Massachusetts.  The teacher should set a professional
tone and make the students feel as if they have been
called to a very important meeting that will shape the
country—because it did!  Also, make sure students
know they must be recognized by the teacher in order
to speak.  (5 minutes)

3. Follow the agenda….(40 minutes)

1. First, have each Founder “introduce
himself” using their prepared biography.

2. Next, have Madison and Livingston present
their Virginia and New Jersey Plans to solve
the issue of representation and hear from
the appropriate Founders on the agenda
who should comment on each plan.  See the
agenda to see who is required to speak on
each issue, and what page they should use to
�nd their Founder’s words.

3. Encourage others to “jump into” the
discussion and come up with a compromise
for each issue.

4. Repeat for the “Issue of Slavery” and the
“Issue of a Bill of Rights.”

5. Allow those who have a “Final Remark” to
speak and then they should vote to approve
the Constitution.  Emphasize Franklin’s
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“rising and not a setting sun” comment on
page 344 of Solberg’s copy of Madison’s
notes.

4.  Assign the Written Portion for homework, which is
explained at the bottom of the meeting agenda

Lesson 4: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I want to teach you that during this debate on major
issues, and during the convention, two major government
ideologies: federalist vs. anti-federalist, came through

● Warm up/Mini lecture:Powerpoint: learn and discuss
why this debate was necessary

● Activity: Decide what beliefs federalist and anti
federalist believed in,

● Respond: Was the Preamble to the constitution fair?

Lesson 5: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I am going to teach you about the Bill of Rights and
why it was added to the constitution

● Warm up: Watch the Video: Brainpop Bill of Rights
● Activity: After the debates of the Federalists and the

Anti-Federalists it appeared that the only way the
Constitution would be rati�ed would be to add The
Bill of Rights.  The Bill of Rights was promised to be
added and became the �rst 10 Amendment

10 Amendments Ppr
Scenario Sheet: Which Amendment?

Bend II: Bend II: Rights and Responsibilities Lesson 1: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I am going to teach you to identify how the decisions
made at the constitutional convention were written into the
Constitution

● Warm up/Mini Lecture: what actually happened at
the Constitutional Convention?

● Debrief Simulation: How was our convention
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similar/di�erent from the actual contention?
● Activity: Student’s read primary sources to determine

why slavery was kept in the constitution
Possible source:

Lesson 2: Today I am going to teach you to determine the role
that compromise played in drafting the constitution.

● Mini Lecture: 3 branches, federalism, and
amendment

● Activity: Read Anatomy of the Constitution and
take notes on what the Legislative, Executive and
Judicial branches do..

● Game: Legislative, Executive, Judicial - project
powers of the government and students determine
which

Lesson 3: Today I am going to teach you how a bill becomes a
law

● Warm up/ Mini lecture/review: Legislative Branch
● Video: Schoolhouse rocks
● Activity: Play game, make a bill become a law

Lesson 4: Today I am going to teach you about the di�erent
hats of the president

● Warm up/Mini lecture/review: Executive Branch &
“hats” of president

● Activity: Read Newsela Article and create a boxes
and bullets note-taking practice

● Closure: Give students scenarios past presidents have
faced and have students identify which “hat” those
presidents were wearing

Lesson 5: Today I am going to teach you about the judicial
branch and infamous supreme court cases and the impacts
they have had on society today

● Warm up/Mini lecture/review: Judicial Branch
● Activity:  Students pick an article from this text-set
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and answer the following questions.
1) What role does the Supreme Court play in the federal

government?
2) How do the court's decisions shift individual rights

over time?
3) How have people's rights improved based upon

Supreme Court cases over the last 100 years?

Lesson 6: Today I am going to identify how the decisions made
at the constitutional convention were written into the
constitution.

● Warm up/Mini Lesson: Review Constitutional
Principles:

○ Separation of Powers (Primary source,
higher level)

○ Checks and Balances (Mostly review, lower
level)

○ Federalism (Medium level)
● Activity: Play Kahoot- Whose power is it?  Students

play and decide which branch of government is
responsible for power OR if it is something assigned
to the states.

Lesson 7: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I am going to teach you that review constitutional
principles

● Finish Constitutional Principles Jigsaw) Students
break into small groups and present on their
constitutional principle.

● Mini Lecture to review the jigsaw principles
● Closing: Student’s identify which principle is being

addressed when given examples

Lesson 8: (Mini Lesson/synchronous)
Today I am going to teach you to evaluate the extent to which
the United States lives up to its founding values.

● Activity: American Creed Anticipation Guide
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● Pass out �lm guide
● Students take notes on examples of America living up

to its promise and examples of challenges the nation
still faces.

● Closing discussion:
○ What did you notice? How does this

connect to America’s founding principles?

Lesson 9: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I am going to teach you to connect modern stories of
the United States to the founding values of the US.

● Activity: Watch American Creed
● Students take notes on �lm guide
● Exit Ticket: Based on what you’ve seen so far, do you

think the United States lives up to its founding
values? Why or why not?

Lesson 10: (Mini-Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I want to teach you about the rights and responsibilities
of citizenship.

● Warm up: What does it mean to be an ACTIVE
citizen?

● Mini Lesson: Read a NEWSELA article on active
citizenship

● Activity: Using evidence from the article, write a
three paragraph essay addressing “What does it mean
to be an active citizen?”

Lesson 11: (Asynchronous/Mini lesson)
Today I want to teach you about citizenship and create a
citizenship brochure.

● Warm up: Review expectations and projects and set
goals for class.

● Activity: Students work on their citizenship
brochures

● Students revise/ �nalize their brochures
● As they �nish/turn in brochurse students take the
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citizenship quiz. Would you be able to pass?
● http://civicseducationinitiative.org/take-the-test/

Heritage
Celebrate
d Month
Guide
(Cover in
all
curricula
r areas

● Italian Heritage Month (October)
● NJ Italian Heritage Commission (Unit 6)
● Thomas Je�erson’s Use of Palladio of Express

Republican Virtues in Architecture
● Who Invented What?
● Italian Renaissance Art
● The Flavian Amphitheatres
● Nature’s In�uence on Fibonacci

● Today I am going to teach you to  focus on the
symmetry found in late-eighteenth-century art,
music, law, and architecture, inter alia.

● Today I want to teach you about the controversies
surrounding who invented the radio and the
telephone are explored.

● Today I want to teach you to explore changes in art
that took place from Medieval to the High Italian
Renaissance to the late Italian Renaissance

● Today I want to teach you about Galileo’s
investigation of gravity.

● Today I want to teach you  to focus on Vespasian’s
desire to build a great monument to honor himself
and to keep the plebeians amused and content at the
games.

● Today  I want to teach you  to identify Fibonacci as
one of the central in�uences to the widespread use of
the Hindo-Arabic numerical system

Evidence of Learning (Assessments) Accommodations and Modi�cations

Formative Assessments:

● Exit Tickets
● Notebook Checks
● Conferences
● Drafts

Summative Assessments:

● Unit Projects
● Written Analysis
● Summative tests

Special Education:

● Curricular Modi�cations and Guidance for Students Educated in
Special Class Settings

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners,

& Mainstream Learners)
Differentiation:

● Preview content and concepts
● Behavior management plan
● Highlight text
● Small group setting
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● SAC (Structured Academic Controversy)
● Demonstrations
● Portfolio

Benchmark Assessments:

● Initial Benchmark:  3rd Week of September
● Mid-year Benchmark: 4th Week of January
● End of year Benchmark:  Last week in May

Alternative Assessments:

● Choice Projects
● Portfolios
● Arguments Writing Assignments
● Notebook assessments
● Oral Presentations
● Socratic Seminars
● Primary Source Analysis
● Social Studies Instructional Strategies

High-Prep Differentiation:
● Alternative formative and summative assessments
● Guided Reading
● Personal agendas
● Project-based learning
● Tiered activities/assignments
● Varying organizers for instructions

Low-Prep Differentiation:
● Clubbing activities
● Exploration by interest
● Flexible groupings

English Language Learners:

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners,

& Mainstream Learners)

Students at Risk for Failure:

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners,

& Mainstream Learners}

Gifted and Talented

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners,

& Mainstream Learners)

Students with 504 Plans

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cation
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners,

& Mainstream Learners)

Core Instructional and Supplemental Materials
Professional Resources:

Core Instructional, Supplemental, Instructional,
and Intervention Resources
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Core Professional Resources:

● Social Studies Leveled Libraries
● The Constitution
● America’s Past and Promise McDougal Littell
● Clearly Social Studies McGraw-Hill Children’s Publishing,
● School History
● Stanford Thinking like a Historian Lesson: Slavery in the Constitution
● The Three-Fifths Compromise:
● Mercy Otis Warren
● 8th Grade - African and African American Amistad Infusion
● 6-8 Black History Resources
● Amistad Curriculum (K-12)

Supplemental Professional Resources:

● Stanford History Education Group
● iCivics
● Teaching Tolerance
● Facing History and Ourselves

Core Instructional Resources:

● Our World’s Story Harcourt Brace & Company
● Citizenship
● Election
● Civil Rights
● Civics-Constitution
● Constitution Democracy by Elise Collier (Level T)
● What is the Constitution? (Level U)
● Do Immigrants Have the Right to Come to the United States by

Kathryn Ohnaka (Level U)
● Shh! We’re Writing the Constitution (Level T)
● Who Wrote the U.S. Constitution? And Other Questions About the

Constitutional Convention of 1787 by Candice Ransom (Level U)
● Any appropriate grade 8 book applicable to the unit chosen by the teacher

Supplemental Resources:

Suggested Lessons for  Di�erentiation with Small Groups:
● Newsela
● Brainpop
● We the Kids: The Preamble to the Constitution of the United States by

David Catrow (Level M)
● If You Were There When They  Signed the Constitution by Elizabeth

Levy (Level Q)
● The United States Constitution and the Bill of Rights by Anna Keegan

(Level P)
● The U.S. Constitution by Kathryn Clay (Level P)

Intervention Resources:

● Graphic Organizers
● Sca�olded Notes
● Closed Notes
● Shared Notes and slide presentations
● Study guides
● Newsela
● Brain Pop JR.
● Readworks
● CNN10

Interdisciplinary Connections Integration of Technology through NJSLS
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● Correlates to routines unit in math, rules and community units in social studies
Identify classroom routines in other subject areas: math, science, and social
studies.

● In Social Studies discuss routines in the community
● Understand what it means to “read close” in social studies, science, and foreign

language.
● O�er short, non�ction picture books and non�ction articles on science, social

studies, and foreign language related activities to encourage building background
knowledge and independent reading about topics of interest to students.

● Encourage students to respond to texts in their speci�c subject area notebooks as
they re�ect on what they have been reading.

● Highlight texts, themes, and re�ections that connect to themes related to the
Holocaust; i.e. power, bullying, empathy, and social activism.

● Create a word study word sort in Inspiration.
● Listen to books on CDs, tapes, videos or podcasts if available.
● Listen to books on websites (pbskids.org/lions/index.html,

storylineonline.net, storyit.com, Elementary Connections Page)
● Use document camera or overhead projector for shared reading of texts.

Ongoing:
● Listen to books on CDs, tapes, videos or podcasts if available.
● Listen to books on websites (pbskids.org/lions/index.html,

storylineonline.net, storyit.com, Elementary Connections Page)
● Use a document camera or overhead projector for shared reading of texts.

Other:
● Use Microsoft Word, Inspiration, or Smart Board Notebook software to

write the words from their word sorts.
● Use Inspiration to create a double timeline looking at plot events and

character motivation.

Integration of 21st Century Themes and Skills Media Literacy Integration
● Financial, Economic, Business, and Entrepreneurial Literacy
● Civic Literacy
● Health Literacy
● Social Justice Literacy
● Creativity and Innovation
● Critical Thinking and Problem Solving Communication and Collaboration

Information Literacy
● Media Literacy
● Life and Career Skills
● Creativity and Innovations
● Critical Thinking and Problem Solving
● Communication and Collaboration

● Ask students to look for speci�c things when they view videos or read
print material, and then ask questions about those items

● Build on the intuitive knowledge students have gained from media about
the story and character

● Clarify the distinction between �ction and non�ction in di�erent types
of media reporting on the same topic

● Use print materials to practice reading and comprehension skills
● Information Literacy

Career Education Global Perspective
● New Jersey Educational Field Trip
● Washington DC Trip
● History Based Field Trip
● Oregon Trail Webquest
● Flexibility and Adaptability
● Initiative and Self-Direction
● Social and Cross-Cultural Skills
● Productivity and Accountability
● Leadership and Responsibility

● National Hispanic-Latino Heritage Month
● National Disability Employment Awareness Month
● National American Indian Heritage Month
● Black History Month
● National Women’s History Month,
● National Irish-American Heritage Month
● National Italian American Heritage Month
● Asian Paci�c American Heritage
● Older Americans’ Month
● Jewish American Heritage Month
● Week of Respect
● Red Ribbon Week
● International Dot Day (September 16)
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Unit 3: US Expansion & Sectionalism Grade: 8th
Unit Overview:
This unit focuses on many Early Republic issues, such as foreign relations under the �rst 5 presidents, domestic policy (especially the growing debate
over federal vs. state rights) as well as American expansion westward. This period is characterized by war, peace, and it is a time where the American
dream is �rst thought up and pursued by the American people.

Under the new constitution, America struggled to de�ne its foreign and domestic policies while the country also tried to forge a place in the world
for itself. Among these struggles was the �ght to de�ne the line between federal and state rights, a struggle that wouldn’t be solved until the Civil
War. The country became intensely sectionalized with the North becoming more industrial and the South becoming agrarian under slavery. With all
of this happening, America found leadership under the �rst 5 presidents that would de�ne and guide America toward the country that it is today.

In this unit students examine the many changes to the United States in the 19th Century (Westward Expansion, the Industrial Revolution, the
expansion of slavery, Indian Removal) and determine how di�erent groups were impacted by these changes; groups include; free blacks, slaves, Native
Americans, immigrants, white Americans.

NJ Student Learning Standards
Companion Standards:
Key Ideas and Details
NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences and relevant connections from it; cite speci�c textual evidence when writing or speaking
to support conclusions drawn from the text.
NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas.
NJSLSA.R3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text.
Craft and Structure
NJSLSA.R4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and �gurative meanings, and analyze how speci�c word choices shape
meaning or tone.
NJSLSA.R5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how speci�c sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and
the whole.
NJSLSA.R6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.
NJSLSA.R8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and speci�c claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and su�ciency of the evidence.
NJSLSA.R9. Analyze and re�ect on how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take.

NJSLSA.R10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and pro�ciently with sca�olding as needed.
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Reading History and Social Studies:
Key Ideas and Details
RH.6-8.1. Cite speci�c textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources.
RH.6-8.2. Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions.
RH.6-8.3. Identify key steps in a text's description of a process related to history/social studies (e.g., how a bill becomes law, how interest rates are raised or lowered).
Craft and Structure
RH.6-8.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary speci�c to domains related to history/social studies.
RH.6-8.5. Describe how a text presents information (e.g., sequentially, comparatively, causally).
RH.6-8.6. Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author's point of view or purpose (e.g., loaded language, inclusion or avoidance of particular facts).
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
RH.6-8.7. Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other information in print and digital texts.
RH.6-8.8. Distinguish among fact, opinion, and reasoned judgment in a text.
RH.6-8.9. Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary source on the same topic.
Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity
RH.6-8.10.  By the end of grade 8, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 6-8 text complexity band independently and pro�ciently

Science
Determine the central ideas or conclusions of a text; provide an accurate summary of the text distinct from prior knowledge or opinions. (MS-LS1-5) RST.6-8.2

Standard 8 Computer Science
Performance Expectations:
8.1.8.IC.1  Compare the trade-offs associated with computing technologies that affect an individual's everyday activities and career options.

Standard 9 Career Readiness, Life Literacy, and Key Skills
9.2.8.CAP.2: Develop a plan that includes information about career areas of interest.

New Jersey Amistad Commission:: N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88
Every board of education shall incorporate the information regarding the contributions of African-Americans to our country in an appropriate place in the curriculum of elementary and
secondary school students.

LGBT and Disabilities Law: N.J.S.A. 18A:35-4.35 A board of education shall include instruction on the political, economic, and social contributions of persons with disabilities and
lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender people, in an appropriate place in the curriculum of middle school and high school students as part of the district’s implementation of the New
Jersey Student Learning Standards (N.J.S.A.18A:35-4.36) A board of education shall have policies and procedures in place pertaining to the selection of instructional materials to
implement the requirements of N.J.S.A. 18A:35-4.35.

Primary interdisciplinary connections: Language Arts, 21st Century Life and Careers, Science, and Technology
Suggested Activities:
Math:  Graphs comparing populations, Compare latitude and longitude lines to a line graph
Science:  Environmental Changes, study agriculture

Social Studies Standards
By the end of 8th grade: Era 4. Expansion and Reform (1801-1861)
Disputes over political authority and economic issues contributed to a movement for independence in the colonies. The fundamental principles of the United States Constitution serve as
the foundation of the United States government today. Westward movement, industrial growth, increased immigration, the expansion of slavery, and the development of transportation
systems increased regional tensions.
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Core Idea Performance Expectations

The United States system of government is designed to realize the ideals of liberty,
democracy, limited government, equality under the law and of opportunity, justice, and
property rights.

● 6.1.8.CivicsDP.4.a: Research and prioritize the most signi�cant events that
led to the expansion of voting rights during the Jacksonian period.

Fundamental rights are derived from the inherent worth of [every] each individual[,
which] and include civil, political, social, economic, and cultural rights..

● 6.1.8.CivicsHR.4.a: Examine [a variety of] sources from a variety of
perspectives to describe e�orts to reform education, women’s rights, slavery,
and other issues during the Antebellum period.

Geospatial technologies and representations help us to make sense of the distributions of
people, places and environments, and spatial patterns across Earth’s surface

● 6.1.8.GeoSV.4.a: .Map territorial expansion and settlement, highlighting the
locations of con�icts with and resettlement of Native Americans.

Economic decision making involves setting goals and identifying the resources available to
achieve those goals.

● 6..1.8.EconET.4.a: Analyze the debates involving the National Bank, uniform
currency, and tari�s, and determine the extent to which each of these
economic tools met the economic challenges facing the new nation.

● 6.1.8.EconET.4.a: Assess the impact of the Louisiana Purchase and western
exploration on the expansion and economic development of the United
States.

A national economy includes studying the changes in the amounts and qualities of
human capital, physical capital, and natural resources.

● 6.1.8.EconNE.4.a: Explain how major technological developments
revolutionized land and water transportation, as well as the economy, in New
Jersey and the nation.

● 6.1.8.EconNE.4.b: Analyze how technological innovations a�ected the status
and social class of di�erent groups of people and explain the outcomes that
resulted.

Historical events and development are shaped by social, political, cultural, technological,
and economic factors.

● 6.1.8.HistoryCC.4.a: Explain the changes in America’s relationships with
other nations by analyzing policies, treaties, tari�s, and agreements.

● 6.1.8.HistoryCC.4.b: Explain the growing resistance to slavery and New
Jersey’s role in the Underground Railroad.

● 6.1.8.HistoryCC.4.c: Analyze how the concept of Manifest Destiny
in�uenced the acquisition of land through annexation, diplomacy, and war.

● 6.1.8.HistoryCC.4.d: Analyze the push-pull factors that led to increase in
immigration and explain why ethnic and cultural con�icts resulted.

9.1.8.A.1 Develop strategies to reinforce positive attitudes and productive behaviors that impact
critical thinking and problem-solving skills.

9.1.8.A.2 Implement problem-solving strategies to solve a problem in school or the community.

9.1.8.B.1 Use multiple points of view to create alternative solutions.
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9.1.8.B.2 Assess data gathered to solve a problem for which there are varying perspectives (e.g.,

cross-cultural, gender-speci�c, generational), and determine how the data can best be
used to design multiple solutions.

WHST.6-8.1. Write arguments focused on discipline-speci�c content.

RH.6-8.1. Cite speci�c textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources

RH.6-8.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including
vocabulary speci�c to domains related to history/social studies.

RH.6-8.6. Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author's point of view or purpose (e.g., loaded
language, inclusion or avoidance of particular facts)

RH.6-8.10 By the end of grade 8, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 6-8
text complexity band independently and pro�ciently

Unit Enduring Understandings Essential Questions
● Political di�erences during Washington’s administration lead

to the rise of political parties in America.
● Lewis and Clark were given set goals by Thomas Je�erson in

their exploration of the Louisiana Territory.
● The United States was divided along sectional lines as to

whether to wage war on Britain.
● The nations of Latin America used the United States

Revolutionary War as a model in their own revolutions against
European control.

● The Industrial Revolution in England was duplicated and
improved upon in the United States.

● What were the fundamental di�erences between Federalist
opinions and Je�ersonian?

● Why did the United States decide to buy the Louisiana
Territory from France?!

● What events led to the War of 1812??
● How did the War of 1812 a�ect the nation?!

Unit Teaching Points:

Bends Topics Lessons

Bend: Bend: National Expansion Lesson 1: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I want to teach you to identify reasons Americans
chose to move West.

● Warm up: Preview the unit by watching
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SchoolHouse Rock “Elbow Room” and analyzing
the painting  Manifest Destiny

● Activity: : Analyse the map of Western Expansion
here
(http://d3tt741pwxqwm0.cloudfront.net/WGBH
/rttt12/rttt12_int_westexp/index.html) and look
for trends on three themes (technology, travel, and
land ownership)

● Exit Ticket: What is one question about Western
Expansion that was raised by your preview of the
map?

Lesson 2:
Today I am going to teach you abbott the two di�erent
political parties at this time

● Warm up: What do you think James Madison
meant when he said the following quote? "We are
in the wilderness without a single footstep to guide
us.”

● Activity: Students will takes notes on the di�erence
between Hamilton and Je�erson
PPT/ Graphic Org

● Re�ection: Who would you have supported?

Lesson 3: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I am going to teach you about the controversial Alien
and Sedition Act

● Review/Mini lecture: XYZ A�air
● Activity: Primary Source Analysis
● Re�ection:

1) What powers did the Alien and Sedition Acts give
President Adams?
2) Based on what you know about the Constitution, do you
have any issues with the Alien and Sedition Acts?
3) In your opinion, should the government/the president be
able to give himself or herself more power or make laws that
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go against the Constitution in times of great crisis or national
security?

Lesson 4: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I want to teach you to research how the United States
grew

● Warm up/Mini lecture: Louisiana Purchase
● Activity: students read this NEWSELA article and

highlight di�erent opinions about the purchase of
the Louisiana territory. Students watch this video
and answer the question, “What are the bene�ts of
recognizing implied powers? What are the
dangers?”

● Wrap up: Students complete an annotated map on
how the US gained territory.

Lesson 5: (Mini-Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I want to teach you evaluate the signi�cance of Lewis
and Clark’s Journey West

● Warm up: Why do you think the United States
wanted so much territory?

● Mini-Lesson: Mini lecture on Lewis and Clark,
Sacagawea and the Corps of Discovery

● Activity: Students go through the PBS Game “Into
the Unknown” and take notes.

● Closing Discussion: What did the Corps of
Discovery discover? Why was this important for the
United States? Who else was impacted?

Lesson 6: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I am going to teach you the pros and cons of going to
war with England.

● Warm up: You are Madison’s advisor, how will you
tell him to proceed?

● Activity: Go through presentation and have
students categorize the information into a t-chart
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● Re�ection: As Madison’s advisor- how will you tell
him to proceed?

Lesson 7: (Mini-Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I want to teach you about the westward expansion.
We are going to watch a �lm on Westward Expansion and
take notes on the Unit Essential Questions in their
notebooks.

● Warm up: Students copy the Unit Essential
Questions into the notebooks
Why did people choose to move west?
How did technology impact Westward Expansion?
What con�icts arose from Westward Expansion?
Was Westward Expansion Progress? For whom?

● Activity: Students use the essential questions to
notes on the �lm America the Story of Us:
Westward Expansion:

 
Lesson 5: (Min-Lesson/Synchronous)
Today we are going to consider the Westward Expansion
from multiple perspectives.

● Finish Watching the �lm
● Review students’ answers to unit essential

questions.
● Students read and take notes on “When Everything

Changed: the Industrial Revolution”

Bend II: Con�ict & Expansion Lesson 1: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I am going to teach you to evaluate the impact of the
First Industrial Revolution on Westward Expansion.

● Warm up/Mini Lesson on the 1st Industrial
Revolution

● Activity: Students complete a gallery walk, looking
at pictures of technology from the �rst Industrial
Revolution. Students complete a graphic organizer
to describe the technology and anticipate how it
impacted westward expansion.
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● Exit Ticket: How did technology impact westward
expansion?

Lesson 2: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I am going to teach pros and cons of going to war
with Britain during the War of 1812

● Warm up: Go over vocabulary with students
(Blockade, Impressment, Embargo).

● Activity: You are Madison’s advisor- he wants to
know if he should go to war with Britain or not,
you will advise him after you learn today
Have students create a T-chart for Pro or Con.
Take time to explain what pro war and anti-war
mean. Go through this presentation and have
students �ll out their T-Chart

● Re�ection: As Madison’s advisor- how will you tell
him to proceed?

Lesson 3: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I am going to teach you about the impacts of the war
on the United States

● Warm up: Explain the di�erent types of e�ects
students are going to categorize (social e�ect,
political e�ect, intellectual e�ect, and economical
e�ect).

● Activity: Students read this NEWSELA article and
categorize the di�erent e�ects of the war in their
notebooks

● Re�ection: What do you think was the largest
impact of the War of 1812?

Lesson 4: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I am going to teach you that the Monroe Doctrine
was either an act of sel�essness or sel�shness from the United
States

● Warm up: Explain what a colony is. Show a map of
Britain's colonies around the world.
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● Activity: Read this NEWSELA article, writing
down the 5 Ws (What, Where, Why, When, Who)

● De�ne sel�essness and sel�shness for students.
Show students multiple political cartoons of the
Monroe Doctrine, have students identify if the
author thinks the doctrine was sel�sh or sel�ess.

● Re�ection: Do you think the Monroe Doctrine was
an act of the US being sel�sh or sel�ess?

Lesson 5: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I am going to teach you the results of the Missouri
Compromise and to predict what will happen in the United
States with further expansion.

● War up.Review: Why were the Federalists worried
about the Louisiana purchase? Show map of slave
states vs free states in 1819. Have students create a
key and copy the map

● Activity: Have students read about the Missouri
Compromise. As they read, they will add Missouri
as a slave state and Maine as a (state) but also a free
state. Have students add up the total of free and
slave states at the end. As they read, they should
note the consequences of the Missouri
Compromise

● Re�ection: What do you predict will become a
problem as the United States continues to expand
West?

Lesson 6: (Mini-Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I am going to teach you to identify reasons why
people choose to migrate to the west.

● Warm up: Why do you think immigrants chose to
come to the United States

● Mini Lesson:  Push/Pull Factors that contribute to
immigration/migration

● Activity: Students read primary source documents
and determine if they represent a push factor or
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pull factor making people want to move west.
● Exit Ticket: Why did people want to move west?

Lesson 7: (Mini Lesson/Asynchronous)
Today I am going to teach you about the dangers of the
Oregon Trail

● Warm up: What is the biggest risk you've taken?
What is the biggest risk your family has taken?

● Activity: Students play the Oregon Trail Game
● Re�ection: Write a Diary entry about your trip

traveling the Oregon Trail. Write in �rst person!
Students should highlight at least 3 challenges they
faced while playing the Oregon Trail

Lesson 8: (Mini Lesson/Asynchronous)
Today I am going to teach you if the Mexican-American War
was justi�ed

● Warm up/Mini lecture: Go through presentation
with students

● Activity: Students choose one of the  articles to
read.
Article 1
Article 2
Students �ll out graphic organizer while practicing
skills such as �nding the main idea, infederncing,
and �nding supporting evidence.

● Re�ection: Do you think the Mexican American
War was justi�ed?

Lesson 3 (Mini-Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I am going to teach you how to survive life on the
Plains as a Cheyenne Native American boy

● Activity: Have students play the Mission US
Westward Expansion game. Students will re�ect on
decisions they made and how it impacted their
tribe.
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Lesson 4: Heritage Celebration Month Lesson: American
Indian Heritage Month

Lesson 5: (Mini-Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I am going to teach you to connect westward
expansion to the growing divide between free and slave states
in the United States.

● Warm up/Mini Lesson: De�ne abolition and the
abolitionist movement.

● Activity: Students label “free and slave” states on
maps of the United States 1820 - 1860.

● Students make inferences on how Westward
Expansion contributed to increased tension
between free and slave states.

Heritage
Celebrated
Month
Guide
(Cover in
all
curricular
areas

National American Indian Heritage Month (November)

American Indian History and Heritage
Read Aloud Options:

● Rain Is Not My Indian Name by Cynthia Leitich
Smith (Level Y)

● Sees Behind Trees by Michael Dorris (Level X)
● Son Who Returns by Gary Robinson (Level Y)
● Three Feathers by Richard Van Camp (Level Z)

● participate in critical discussions about their
knowledge of Native Americans, understanding
that Native people are part of contemporary
America.

● To teach history through the indigenous
perspective, the culture of Native American
perspective

● students will heighten their awareness of Native
American diversity as they learn about three vastly
di�erent Native groups in a game-like activity using
archival documents such as vintage photographs,
traditional stories, photos of artifacts, and recipes..

○ “Today I want to teach you that it is not
only important to think about whether
you have the same or a di�erent
perspective from the author and
characters in your text. It is important
that when you recognize that you have a
di�erent opinion, you can think about
how the text might go di�erently, by
asking “how would this text go, what
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would the messages and life lessons be, if I
was telling this story

○ Today I want to teach you that readers
connect the real world to the �ction they
read. One way readers do this is by
noticing a theme in the story and then
developing their own perspective on that
theme. They may ask, ‘Do I agree with
this theme? Disagree? Why?’”

Evidence of Learning (Assessments) Accommodations and Modi�cations

Formative Assessments:

● Exit Tickets
● Notebook Checks
● Conferences
● Drafts

Summative Assessments:

● Unit Projects
● Written Analysis
● Summative tests
● SAC (Structured Academic Controversy)
● Demonstrations
● Portfolio

Benchmark Assessments:

● Initial Benchmark:  3rd Week of September
● Mid-year Benchmark: 4th Week of January
● End of year Benchmark:  Last week in May

Alternative Assessments:

Special Education:

● Curricular Modi�cations and Guidance for Students Educated in Special
Class Settings

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners)
Differentiation:

● Preview content and concepts
● Behavior management plan
● Highlight text
● Small group setting

High-Prep Differentiation:
● Alternative formative and summative assessments
● Guided Reading
● Personal agendas
● Project-based learning
● Tiered activities/assignments
● Varying organizers for instructions

Low-Prep Differentiation:
● Clubbing activities
● Exploration by interest
● Flexible groupings

English Language Learners:
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● Choice Projects
● Portfolios
● Arguments Writing Assignments
● Notebook assessments
● Oral Presentations
● Socratic Seminars
● Primary Source Analysis
● Social Studies Instructional Strategies

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners)

Students at Risk for Failure:

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners}

Gifted and Talented

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners)

Students with 504 Plans

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cation
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners)

Core Instructional and Supplemental Materials
Professional Resources:

Core Instructional, Supplemental, Instructional, and
Intervention Resources

Core Professional Resources:

● Social Studies Leveled Libraries
● Westward Expansion
● America’s Past and Promise McDougal Littell
● Westward Expansion and Manifest Destiny in American by Richard Worth
● Manifest Destiny: a Primary Source History of America’s Territorial

Expansion in the 19th century by J.T. Moriarty
● Stanford Thinking Like a Historian: the Second Middle Passage
● Activity: Free Black Communities
● Sojourner Truth
● Eli Whitney and the Cotton Gin
● Stanford Thinking like a Historian: San Francisco and the Gold Rush
● 8th Grade - African and African American Amistad Infusion

Core Instructional Resources:

● Our World’s Story Harcourt Brace & Company
● Westward Expansion
● Westward Expansion
● US History
● A Timeline History of the Trail of Tears by Alison Behnke (Level W)
● The Split History of Westward Expansion in the United States: A

Perspectives Flip Book by Neil Musolf (Level V)
● Native American Treatment and Resistance by Philip Wolny (Level Z)
● Which Way to the Wild West? Everything Your Schoolbooks Didn’t Tell

You About Westward expansion by Steve Sheinkin (Level Z)
● Any appropriate grade 8 book applicable to the unit chosen by the teacher
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● 6-8 Black History Resources
● Clearly Social Studies McGraw-Hill Children’s Publishing
● Amistad Curriculum (K-12)

Supplemental Professional Resources:

● Stanford History Education Group
● iCivics
● Teaching Tolerance
● Facing History and Ourselves

Supplemental Resources:

Suggested Lessons for  Di�erentiation with Small Groups:
● Newsela
● Brainpop
● Westward, Ho! By Dareen Sechrist (LevelR)
● The Homestead Act and Westward Expansion: Setting the Western

Frontier by Irene Harri (Level L)
● A Kid’s Life During the Westward Expansion by Kristin Russo (Level T)
● Westward Expansion by Greg Roza (Level S)

Intervention Resources:

● Graphic Organizers
● Sca�olded Notes
● Closed Notes
● Shared Notes and slide presentations
● Study guides
● Newsela
● Brain Pop JR.
● Readworks
● CNN10

Interdisciplinary Connections Integration of Technology through NJSLS

● Correlates to routines unit in math, rules and community units in social studies
Identify classroom routines in other subject areas: math, science, and social
studies.

● In Social Studies discuss routines in the community
● Understand what it means to “read close” in social studies, science, and foreign

language.
● O�er short, non�ction picture books and non�ction articles on science, social

studies, and foreign language related activities to encourage building background
knowledge and independent reading about topics of interest to students.

● Encourage students to respond to texts in their speci�c subject area notebooks as
they re�ect on what they have been reading.

● Highlight texts, themes, and re�ections that connect to themes related to the
Holocaust; i.e. power, bullying, empathy, and social activism.

● Create a word study word sort in Inspiration.
● Listen to books on CDs, tapes, videos or podcasts if available.
● Listen to books on websites (pbskids.org/lions/index.html,

storylineonline.net, storyit.com, Elementary Connections Page)
● Use a document camera or overhead projector for shared reading of texts.

Ongoing:
● Listen to books on CDs, tapes, videos or podcasts if available.
● Listen to books on websites (pbskids.org/lions/index.html,

storylineonline.net, storyit.com, Elementary Connections Page)
● Use a document camera or overhead projector for shared reading of texts.

Other:
● Use Microsoft Word, Inspiration, or Smart Board Notebook software to

write the words from their word sorts.
● Use Inspiration to create a double timeline looking at plot events and

character motivation.

Integration of 21st Century Themes and Skills Media Literacy Integration
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● Financial, Economic, Business, and Entrepreneurial Literacy
● Civic Literacy
● Health Literacy
● Social Justice Literacy
● Creativity and Innovation
● Critical Thinking and Problem Solving Communication and Collaboration

Information Literacy
● Media Literacy
● Life and Career Skills
● Creativity and Innovations
● Critical Thinking and Problem Solving
● Communication and Collaboration

● Ask students to look for speci�c things when they view videos or read print
material, and then ask questions about those items

● Build on the intuitive knowledge students have gained from media about the
story and character

● Clarify the distinction between �ction and non�ction in di�erent types of
media reporting on the same topic

● Use print materials to practice reading and comprehension skills
● Information Literacy

Career Education Global Perspective
● New Jersey Educational Field Trip
● Washington DC Trip
● History Based Field Trip
● Oregon Trail Webquest
● Flexibility and Adaptability
● Initiative and Self-Direction
● Social and Cross-Cultural Skills
● Productivity and Accountability
● Leadership and Responsibility

● National Hispanic-Latino Heritage Month
● National Disability Employment Awareness Month
● National American Indian Heritage Month
● Black History Month
● National Women’s History Month,
● National Irish-American Heritage Month
● National Italian American Heritage Month
● Asian Paci�c American Heritage
● Older Americans’ Month
● Jewish American Heritage Month
● Week of Respect
● Red Ribbon Week
● International Dot Day (September 16)

Unit 4: Reform Movements Grade: 8th
Unit Overview:
This unit covers the major reform movements of the 19th century such as abolitionism, women's movement, and Jacksonian democracy. Students will
be able to learn about The Jacksonian Era, including a new era of politics, Jacksonian Democracy, and its impact on Native Americans. Students will be
able to independently use their learning of the "The Jacksonian Era" to further enrich their understanding of how Jacksonian Democracy transformed
the American political landscape forever and had long lasting social impacts as well.
NJ Student Learning Standards

Companion Standards:
Key Ideas and Details
NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences and relevant connections from it; cite speci�c textual evidence when writing or speaking
to support conclusions drawn from the text.
NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas.
NJSLSA.R3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text.
Craft and Structure
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NJSLSA.R4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and �gurative meanings, and analyze how speci�c word choices shape
meaning or tone.
NJSLSA.R5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how speci�c sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and
the whole.
NJSLSA.R6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.
NJSLSA.R8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and speci�c claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and su�ciency of the evidence.
NJSLSA.R9. Analyze and re�ect on how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take.

NJSLSA.R10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and pro�ciently with sca�olding as needed.
Reading History and Social Studies:
Key Ideas and Details
RH.6-8.1. Cite speci�c textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources.
RH.6-8.2. Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions.
RH.6-8.3. Identify key steps in a text's description of a process related to history/social studies (e.g., how a bill becomes law, how interest rates are raised or lowered).
Craft and Structure
RH.6-8.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary speci�c to domains related to history/social studies.
RH.6-8.5. Describe how a text presents information (e.g., sequentially, comparatively, causally).
RH.6-8.6. Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author's point of view or purpose (e.g., loaded language, inclusion or avoidance of particular facts).
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
RH.6-8.7. Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other information in print and digital texts.
RH.6-8.8. Distinguish among fact, opinion, and reasoned judgment in a text.
RH.6-8.9. Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary source on the same topic.
Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity
RH.6-8.10.  By the end of grade 8, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 6-8 text complexity band independently and pro�ciently

Science
Determine the central ideas or conclusions of a text; provide an accurate summary of the text distinct from prior knowledge or opinions. (MS-LS1-5) RST.6-8.2

Standard 8 Computer Science
Performance Expectations:
8.1.8.IC.1  Compare the trade-offs associated with computing technologies that affect an individual's everyday activities and career options.

Standard 9 Career Readiness, Life Literacy, and Key Skills
9.2.8.CAP.2: Develop a plan that includes information about career areas of interest.

New Jersey Amistad Commission:: N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88
Every board of education shall incorporate the information regarding the contributions of African-Americans to our country in an appropriate place in the curriculum of elementary and
secondary school students.

LGBT and Disabilities Law: N.J.S.A. 18A:35-4.35 A board of education shall include instruction on the political, economic, and social contributions of persons with disabilities and
lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender people, in an appropriate place in the curriculum of middle school and high school students as part of the district’s implementation of the New Jersey
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http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/5/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/6/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/7/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/8/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/9/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/10/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RST/6-8
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RST/6-8
https://law.justia.com/codes/new-jersey/2018/title-52/chapter-16a/section-52-16a-88/
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Student Learning Standards (N.J.S.A.18A:35-4.36) A board of education shall have policies and procedures in place pertaining to the selection of instructional materials to implement the
requirements of N.J.S.A. 18A:35-4.35.

Primary interdisciplinary connections: Language Arts, 21st Century Life and Careers, Science, and Technology
Suggested Activities:
Math:  Graphs comparing populations, Compare latitude and longitude lines to a line graph
Science:  Environmental Changes, study agriculture

Social Studies Standards
6.1 U.S. History: America in the World by the End of Grade 8
Era 4. Expansion and Reform (1801-1861)
Disputes over political authority and economic issues contributed to a movement for independence in the colonies. The fundamental principles of the
United States Constitution serve as the foundation of the United States government today. Westward movement, industrial growth, increased
immigration, the expansion of slavery, and the development of transportation systems increased regional tensions.

Core Idea Performance Expectations

The United States system of government is designed to realize the ideals of liberty,
democracy, limited government, equality under the law and of opportunity, justice, and
property rights.

● 6.1.8.CivicsDP.4.a: Research and prioritize the most signi�cant events that led
to the expansion of voting rights during the Jacksonian period.

Fundamental rights are derived from the inherent worth of [every] each individual[,
which] and include civil, political, social, economic, and cultural rights.

● 6.1.8.CivicsHR.4.a: Examine [a variety of] sources from a variety of
perspectives to describe e�orts to reform education, women’s rights, slavery,
and other issues during the Antebellum period.

Geospatial technologies and representations help us to make sense of the distribution of
people, places and environments, and spatial patterns across Earth’s surface.

● 6.1.8.GeoSV.4.a: .Map territorial expansion and settlement, highlighting the
locations of con�icts with and resettlement of Native Americans.

Economic decision making involves setting goals and identifying the resources available to
achieve those goals.

● 6.1.8.EconET.4.a: Analyze the debates involving the National Bank, uniform
currency, and tari�s, and determine the extent to which each of these
economic tools met the economic challenges facing the new nation.

● 6.1.8.EconET.4.a: Assess the impact of the Louisiana Purchase and western
exploration on the expansion and economic development of the United
States.

A national economy includes studying the changes in the amounts and qualities of
human capital, physical capital, and natural resources.

● 6.1.8.EconNE.4.a: Explain how major technological developments
revolutionized land and water transportation, as well as the economy, in New
Jersey and the nation

● 6.1.8.EconNE.4.b: Analyze how technological innovations a�ected the status
and social class of di�erent groups of people and explain the outcomes that
resulted.
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Historical events and developments are shaped by social, political, cultural, technological
and economic factors

● 6.1.8.HistoryCC.4.a: Explain the changes in America’s relationships with
other nations by analyzing policies, treaties, tari�s, and agreements.

● 6.1.8.HistoryCC.4.b: Explain the growing resistance to slavery and New
Jersey’s role in the Underground Railroad.

● 6.1.8.HistoryCC.4.c: Analyze how the concept of Manifest Destiny
in�uenced the acquisition of land through annexation, diplomacy, and war.

● 6.1.8.HistoryCC.4.d: Analyze the push-pull factors that led to increase in
immigration and explain why ethnic and cultural con�icts resulted.

9.1.8.A.1 Develop strategies to reinforce positive attitudes and productive behaviors that impact
critical thinking and problem-solving skills.

9.1.8.A.2 Implement problem-solving strategies to solve a problem in school or the community.

9.1.8.B.1 Use multiple points of view to create alternative solutions.

9.1.8.B.2 Assess data gathered to solve a problem for which there are varying perspectives (e.g.,
cross-cultural, gender-speci�c, generational), and determine how the data can best be used
to design multiple solutions.

RH.6-8.7. Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with
other information in print and digital texts.

RH.6-8.9. Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary source on the same topic.

RH.6-8.2. Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an
accurate summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions

Unit Enduring Understandings Essential Questions
● Jackson brought more people into the democratic process by

expanding su�rage and providing more jobs to the common
man through the spoils system.

● During the women's movement, women challenged their
restricted status in society and pushed for greater equality in
social, economic, and religious realms.

● Abolitionists attempted to change people's ideas about slavery
through the use of speeches, publications, violence, and revolts.
Abolitionists also sought to help Africans escape slavery.

● How did the changes during the era of Jackson bring more
people into the democratic process?

● How did the women's movement challenge the traditional
roles ascribed to women in America?

● How did abolitionists attempt to change people's ideas
about slavery?

Unit Teaching Points:
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Lessons Concepts
What will students know...

Skills/ Performance Expectations
What students will be able to do...

Bend I: Bend I: Jacksonian Democracy Project Overview
Begin Essay Research on “What grade would you give Andrew
Jackson on his Presidency?”
Each day, students will research Andrew Jackson’s presidency,
while practicing di�erent note-taking strategies.

Students will use this text-set for their research.

Lesson 1: Today I am going to introduce you to President
Andrew Jackson and we will brie�y look at why he was a
beloved and controversial president.

● Warm up: Watch the video: Andrew Jackson Facts
Have students discuss his success and weak points

● Activity: Students complete immersion note-taking
working with the Padlet, noting the
who/what/where/when/why.

Lesson 2: (Mini-Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I want to teach you how to assess the extent to which
voting rights were expanded during the Jacksonian period.

● Warm up: Watch the Video: Jackson
● Activity: Students create a T-chart about the

pros/cons of Jacksonian Democracy and use this
Reading Jacksonian Democracy

● Wrap up: What were the bene�ts and disadvantages
of the voting rights expanded during Jackson’s
presidency

Lesson 3: (Mini-Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I am going to teach you how Jackson’s Bank Wars
caused in�ation

● Warm up: Watch the video: Jackson and the Bank
War Explain why this event was monumental for the
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https://padlet.com/anabaker2/wq2v0zdjy5han9po
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AQX224ywxP4
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https://www.history.com/topics/19th-century/jacksonian-democracy
https://www.history.com/topics/us-presidents/jackson-censured-in-bank-war-video
https://www.history.com/topics/us-presidents/jackson-censured-in-bank-war-video
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public and the presidency. Have students add this
information to their T-Chart.

● Activity: Give students the Political Cartoon
Worksheet to help them guide their discovery towards
the bank wars. Guided Practice – Have students look
at the �rst political cartoon listed under Archives
Primary Sources: “Explosion of Biddle and
Company’s water fount.”

have students jot observations, questions, and topics
they see based on  the cartoon

Point out to students the “Item Description” section
at the bottom of each document page to help
students with their conclusions. If you would like
students to draw their own conclusions, one
suggestion would be to print or download the images,
and then provide access to the Description
information later

● Asynchronous Independent/Group Activity:
Looking at Primary Sources on Jackson and the Bank
War, Nulli�cation Crisis
King Andrew
The Kitchen Cabinet
The Golden Age to restore the public.
Have students answer these questions tas they focus
on the political cartoon
Is the cartoon creator pro- or anti- Jackson? What
clues do you have?
1) Why do you think the cartoon was made?
2) What was the author’s purpose?
3) Which of the issues surrounding the Bank War are
expressed?.

Lesson 4: (Mini-Lesson/Synchronous)
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https://www.archives.gov/files/education/lessons/worksheets/cartoon_analysis_worksheet.pdf
https://www.archives.gov/files/education/lessons/worksheets/cartoon_analysis_worksheet.pdf
https://cdm15138.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15138coll18/id/1199
https://cdm15138.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15138coll18/id/1199
https://cdm15138.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15138coll33/id/289
https://cdm15138.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15138coll18/id/72
https://cdm15138.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15138coll33/id/273


Florham Park Social Studies

8th Grade Social Studies Curriculum

Today I want to teach you that one more way readers can add
to their repertoire of note taking skills is by adding quotations
to their notes. “Where does the author say something that I
couldn’t have said better myself?”

● Warm up: Students practice Cause and E�ect
note-taking strategies while listening to a mini-lecture
on the Nulli�cation Crisis

● Activity: Students read the NEWSELA article  about
the Indian Removal Act and create a cause and e�ect
chart using direct quotations from the article

● Closure: have students go through their di�erent
notes on Jackson and start to add “grades” for each
event in the margin of their notes

Lesson 5 (Mini-Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I want to teach you to be able to Map territorial
expansion and settlement, as well as the locations of con�icts
with and resettlement of Native Americans.

● Warm up: Show the Video: History Channel: Trail of
Tears. Ask: Was it fair of the United States
Government to annex the land from early Native
Americans and relocate them to a di�erent
geographical area of the country?  Why or why not?

● Activity:
Trail of Tears Reading
Indian Removal Act
Second Seminole War

○ Using their Chromebooks, students will use
the completed graphic organizer to create a
mind map at the website:
https://www.text2mindmap.com/

○ Students will choose a side-U.S. Gov. or
Cherokee Nation-to create their individual
mind map with supportive evidence.
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https://newsela.com/read/gl-history-indian-removal-act/id/22443/?collection_id=339&search_id=76ef021f-21f3-482e-88fb-f9a9029a87e2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yUILURVoPhw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yUILURVoPhw
http://www.history.com/topics/native-american-history/trail-of-tears
https://guides.loc.gov/indian-removal-act
https://u-s-history.com/pages/h1139.html
https://www.text2mindmap.com/
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Lesson 6: (Mini-Lesson/ Asynchronous)

Today I want to teach you that researchers question when
information from 2 di�erent texts doesn’t add up. We are on
the lookout for contradictions & wonder about the author’s
slant or perspective on a topic. “Reading di�erent versions of
similar events and topics is an easy way to become a critical
reader”

● Warm up/ Review: BrainPOP
● Activity: Students will create a Venn Diagram and �ll

it out about two di�erent sources. Students will read
Andrew Jackson’s Letter to the Cherokee and Letter
to Congress from Cherokee Chief John Ross

● Closure: Brainstorm by laying out the texts you’re
comparing  Look across the texts, what's the same?
What’s di�erent?

Grow a theory: This text focused on _______ versus
________.

Lesson 7: (Mini lesson/Asynchronous)

Today I want to teach you about Native American culture
through the Read Aloud of Fry Bread

● Warm up: Show video of hip hop artist Quese who
tours his indigenous home in Oklahoma.

● Activity: Read Aloud Fry Bread.
● Re�ection: What does Fry Bread symbolize?

Lesson 8: (Mini-Lesson/ Asynchronous)
Today I want to teach you to look at moments in history and
will be able to determine what grade Andrew Jackson would
receive for his presidency?
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https://www.brainpop.com/socialstudies/ushistory/trailoftears/
https://newsela.com/read/primary-source-jackson-cherokee-letter/id/19766/?collection_id=339&search_id=d4092ef8-ff9b-41ee-ad37-4fea5ae80cc5
https://newsela.com/read/primary-source-cherokee-chief-ross-letter/id/45601/?collection_id=339&search_id=1f443a7b-b8da-4970-84d6-f308314334e9
https://newsela.com/read/primary-source-cherokee-chief-ross-letter/id/45601/?collection_id=339&search_id=1f443a7b-b8da-4970-84d6-f308314334e9
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U10S0NxXd60
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MibEeGiFThM


Florham Park Social Studies

8th Grade Social Studies Curriculum

● Warm up: Ted-ed: Jackson vs. History. Students will
independently review videos and readings on Jackson

● Activity: They will then write an argumentative essay
on “What grade would give Jackson for his
presidency?” Students will outline, draft, and revise a
5 paragraph essay on Jackson’s presidency.
Resources For Teaching Writing
Transition
Strong Body Paragraphs
Strong Conclusions
Rubric
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gx5IyumKmDI
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1b-0bMVubnSbePi0apNHrEanR3ZHmB7bqy_CULvU0bt0/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fnH62fFtWVY2EPt_Lk7Xdc89FMOK5eSGlVRu1mQ0FD4/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1FEH8aIsnSH6kgue010DA6dJPcxGpZC_qd-bKz-rLnZg/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1SWcVsXqEiXEice67dWU9rf6havp6-UOZ1oPQpZlNO4M/edit
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Bend II: Bend: The Women’s Movement Lesson 1: (Mini-Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I am going to teach you to analyze the su�rage and
abolition movements and their societal impact.
Warm up: Brain Pop: Su�rage Movement, Abolition
Movement

Lesson 2: (Mini-Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I want to teach you to read the Declaration of
Sentiments to determine how women were challenging
traditional roles in society.

● Warm up: Watch video on people not understanding
the word su�rage.

● Activity: Students will then compare this document
to the Declaration of Independence and make
historical connections and comparisons between the
two

Lesson 3: (Mini-Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I want to teach you to evaluate the extent to which the
women at Seneca Falls were successful in achieving the goals
they were �ghting for.

● Warm up: Video: Seneca Falls. What happened and
why was it important.

● Activity: Students will participate in an activity called
“Whodunit?”
Directions:

Lesson 4: (Mini-Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I want to teach you to examine key �gures and events of
the su�rage, abolition, and temperance movements and their
societal impact.

● Activity: Students will individually or in groups
assign a person for research.

1) What were their achievements and how did
it add to the voting and abolition movement
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https://www.brainpop.com/socialstudies/ushistory/womenssuffrage/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7Y3fS3sodlI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7Y3fS3sodlI
https://www.nps.gov/wori/learn/historyculture/declaration-of-sentiments.htm
https://www.nps.gov/wori/learn/historyculture/declaration-of-sentiments.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t31SSX4h2CA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TcYhuG1y3bc
https://drive.google.com/drive/u/2/folders/1wXaJ1kEzLM0OPWoaJaVscBUc_3Lfi8BD
https://drive.google.com/drive/u/2/folders/1wXaJ1kEzLM0OPWoaJaVscBUc_3Lfi8BD
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2) What were their �aws?
● Susan B. Anthony
● Carrie Chapman Catt
● Anna Julia Cooper
● Alice Paul
● Elizabeth Cady Stanton
● Mary Church Terrill
● Ida B Wells-Barnett

Heritage Celebrated
Month Guide (Cover in all
curricular areas

Black History Month

Social Justice Book: A Teaching For Change Project
Zinn Education Project
Freedom Walkers: The Story of the Montgomery Bus by
Russell Freedman (Level Y)
March Forward, Girl: From Young Warrior to Little Rock
Nine by Melba Pattillo Beals (level Y)
Ship of Souls by Zetta Elliott (Level X)
The Rock and the River by Kekla Magoon (Level Z)
Sugar by Jewell Parker Rhodes (Level Z)
Black Panther’s For Beginners by Herb Boyd
Fred Hampton and the Black Panther Party

● Today I want to teach you that when we
notice how power and perspective in our
story it is not just for the sake of reading a
story--sometimes stories teach us about
the nature of the world that we live in.

● Today I am going to teach you about the
non-violent protest of the civil rights
movement.

○ Clip 1: Greensboro, NC sit-in
○ Longer Detailed Clip
○ Have students identify key

points in their video, present a
summary and explain how their
clip relates to the greater topic
of sit-ins

○ Discuss: Why did students
decide to take this form of
direct action

● Today I am going to teach you about
understand the lyrics to and analyze the
Bob Dylan Song “The Death of Emmett
Till,” and discuss the importance of the
song
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http://tag.rutgers.edu/wp-content/uploads/2014/05/Susan-B-Anthony.pdf
http://tag.rutgers.edu/wp-content/uploads/2014/05/Carrie-Chapman-Catt.pdf
http://tag.rutgers.edu/wp-content/uploads/2014/05/Anna-Julia-Cooper.pdf
http://tag.rutgers.edu/wp-content/uploads/2014/05/Alice-Paul.pdf
http://tag.rutgers.edu/wp-content/uploads/2014/05/Elizabeth-Cady-Stanton.pdf
http://tag.rutgers.edu/wp-content/uploads/2014/05/Mary-Church-Terill.pdf
http://tag.rutgers.edu/wp-content/uploads/2014/05/Ida-B-Wells.pdf
https://socialjusticebooks.org/booklists/black-history/
https://www.zinnedproject.org/
https://www.okayplayer.com/originals/who-is-fred-hampton-black-panther-resources.html
https://www.c-span.org/video/?c4760268/civil-rights-movement-sit-ins&cliptool
https://www.c-span.org/classroom/document/?1602
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○ Song lyric
○ The Story of Emmett Till

● Today I am going to teach you to identify
and discuss Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.,
Malcolm X, and Stokely Carmichael’s
visions and strategies for achieving equal
rights and opportunities for black
Americans.

○ Civil Leader Handout
○ Malcolm X Video
○ Reading Malcolm X
○ Reading MLK
○ Reading Stokely Carmichael

Evidence of Learning (Assessments) Accommodations and Modi�cations

Formative Assessments:

● Exit Tickets
● Notebook Checks
● Conferences
● Drafts

Summative Assessments:

● Unit Projects
● Written Analysis
● Summative tests
● SAC (Structured Academic Controversy)
● Demonstrations
● Portfolio

Benchmark Assessments:

● Initial Benchmark:  3rd Week of September
● Mid-year Benchmark: 4th Week of January
● End of year Benchmark:  Last week in May

Special Education:

● Curricular Modi�cations and Guidance for Students Educated in Special
Class Settings

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners)
Differentiation:

● Preview content and concepts
● Behavior management plan
● Highlight text
● Small group setting

High-Prep Differentiation:
● Alternative formative and summative assessments
● Guided Reading
● Personal agendas
● Project-based learning
● Tiered activities/assignments
● Varying organizers for instructions

Low-Prep Differentiation:
● Clubbing activities
● Exploration by interest
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http://bobdylan.com/songs/emmetttill.html
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/us-history/postwarera/civil-rights-movement/a/emmett-till
https://www.facinghistory.org/sites/default/files/The_Time_Has_Come_Civil_Rights_Leaders_Chart.pdf
https://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/americon-vid-malcolm-x/video/
https://kinginstitute.stanford.edu/encyclopedia/malcolm-x
https://kinginstitute.stanford.edu/encyclopedia/introduction
https://www.biography.com/activist/stokely-carmichael
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CojyW8KphR7mZgS-wgTxmO1y6z0uhZJwEpV5tJ_Aqk8/edit?ts=5e44465c&pli=1
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CojyW8KphR7mZgS-wgTxmO1y6z0uhZJwEpV5tJ_Aqk8/edit?ts=5e44465c&pli=1
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B-_iTnCmF_gGRzFuemszSGJwQnl4MDdRbnB2MDRTaEtQazdN/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
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Alternative Assessments:

● Choice Projects
● Portfolios
● Arguments Writing Assignments
● Notebook assessments
● Oral Presentations
● Socratic Seminars
● Primary Source Analysis
● Social Studies Instructional Strategies

● Flexible groupings

English Language Learners:

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners)

Students at Risk for Failure:

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners}

Gifted and Talented

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners)

Students with 504 Plans

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cation
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners)

Core Instructional and Supplemental Materials
Professional Resources:

Core Instructional, Supplemental, Instructional, and
Intervention Resources

Core Professional Resources:

● Social Studies Leveled Libraries
● Westward Expansion
● Native American Primary Sources
● 8th Grade - African and African American Amistad Infusion
● 6-8 Black History Resources
● Clearly Social Studies McGraw-Hill Children’s Publishing
● Amistad Curriculum (K-12)

Core Instructional Resources:

● Our World’s Story Harcourt Brace & Company
● Native American
● Pilgrims
● “I Shall Fight No More Forever” video
● “Dance With Wolves” video
● “Native Americans”
● Native American Treatment and Resistance by Philip Wolny (Level Z)
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
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http://www.njamistadcurriculum.net/
http://www.smithsoniansource.org/display/topic/viewdetailshis.aspx?TopicId=100
http://www.plimoth.org/education/olc/path.html
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Supplemental Professional Resources:

● Stanford History Education Group
● iCivics
● Teaching Tolerance
● Facing History and Ourselves

● Inside the NAtive Americans Rights Movement by Theresa Morlock (Level
U)

● Dreaming in Indian: Contemporary Native American Voices by Lisa and
Mary Charleyboy (Level Z)

● Any appropriate grade 7 book applicable to the unit chosen by the teacher

Supplemental Resources:

Suggested Lessons for  Di�erentiation with Small Groups:
● Newsela
● Brainpop
● Giving Thanks: A Native American Good Morning Message by Jake

Swamp (Level M)
● Famous Native Americans by Bobbie Kalman (Level Q)
● The NAtive American Peoples of New York by Andrew Moore (Level J)
● Native Americans Governments: From Tribal Councils to Constitutions

(Level O)
● When We Were Alone by David A Roberetson (Level M)

Intervention Resources:

● Graphic Organizers
● Sca�olded Notes
● Closed Notes
● Shared Notes and slide presentations
● Study guides
● Newsela
● Brain Pop JR.
● Readworks
● CNN10

Interdisciplinary Connections Integration of Technology through NJSLS

● Correlates to routines unit in math, rules and community units in social studies
Identify classroom routines in other subject areas: math, science, and social
studies.

● In Social Studies discuss routines in the community
● Understand what it means to “read close” in social studies, science, and foreign

language.
● O�er short, non�ction picture books and non�ction articles on science, social

studies, and foreign language related activities to encourage building background
knowledge and independent reading about topics of interest to students.

● Create a word study word sort in Inspiration.
● Listen to books on CDs, tapes, videos or podcasts if available.
● Listen to books on websites (pbskids.org/lions/index.html,

storylineonline.net, storyit.com, Elementary Connections Page)
● Use document camera or overhead projector for shared reading of texts.

Ongoing:
● Listen to books on CDs, tapes, videos or podcasts if available.
● Listen to books on websites (pbskids.org/lions/index.html,

storylineonline.net, storyit.com, Elementary Connections Page)
● Use document camera or overhead projector for shared reading of texts.
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● Encourage students to respond to texts in their speci�c subject area notebooks as

they re�ect on what they have been reading.
● Highlight texts, themes, and re�ections that connect to themes related to the

Holocaust; i.e. power, bullying, empathy, and social activism.

Other:
● Use Microsoft Word, Inspiration, or Smart Board Notebook software to

write the words from their word sorts.
● Use Inspiration to create a double timeline looking at plot events and

character motivation.

Integration of 21st Century Themes and Skills Media Literacy Integration
● Financial, Economic, Business, and Entrepreneurial Literacy
● Civic Literacy
● Health Literacy
● Social Justice Literacy
● Creativity and Innovation
● Critical Thinking and Problem Solving Communication and Collaboration

Information Literacy
● Media Literacy
● Life and Career Skills
● Creativity and Innovations
● Critical Thinking and Problem Solving
● Communication and Collaboration

● Ask students to look for speci�c things when they view videos or read print
material, and then ask questions about those items

● Build on the intuitive knowledge students have gained from media about the
story and character

● Clarify the distinction between �ction and non�ction in di�erent types of
media reporting on the same topic

● Use print materials to practice reading and comprehension skills
● Information Literacy

Career Education Global Perspective
● New Jersey Educational Field Trip
● Washington DC Trip
● History Based Field Trip
● Oregon Trail Webquest
● Flexibility and Adaptability
● Initiative and Self-Direction
● Social and Cross-Cultural Skills
● Productivity and Accountability
● Leadership and Responsibility

● National Hispanic-Latino Heritage Month
● National Disability Employment Awareness Month
● National American Indian Heritage Month
● Black History Month
● National Women’s History Month,
● National Irish-American Heritage Month
● National Italian American Heritage Month
● Asian Paci�c American Heritage
● Older Americans’ Month
● Jewish American Heritage Month
● Week of Respect
● Red Ribbon Week
● International Dot Day (September 16)

Unit 5: Civil War and Reconstruction Grade: 8th

Board Adopted August 30, 2021
Revised August 29, 2022

https://www.thehomeschoolmom.com/homeschooling-in-new-jersey/field-trips/


Florham Park Social Studies

8th Grade Social Studies Curriculum
Unit Overview:

The Civil War began as a struggle to restore the Union after a series of events. Both the North and South had many advantages and disadvantages, including
technology, geography, economics and human personnel that led to the many outcomes throughout the course of the war. By the conclusion, the war shifted
into a social movement of slavery and throughout Reconstruction, America shifted its political, social and legal perspectives.

The course of the Civil War and Reconstruction is important because it was the dramatic turning point of the country. It marks the beginning of Modern
American history and shifted the national thought from a collection of states into the United States.

NJ Student Learning Standards
Companion Standards:
Key Ideas and Details
NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences and relevant connections from it; cite speci�c textual evidence when writing or speaking to support
conclusions drawn from the text.
NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas.
NJSLSA.R3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text.
Craft and Structure
NJSLSA.R4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and �gurative meanings, and analyze how speci�c word choices shape meaning or
tone.
NJSLSA.R5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how speci�c sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the whole.
NJSLSA.R6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.
NJSLSA.R8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and speci�c claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and su�ciency of the evidence.
NJSLSA.R9. Analyze and re�ect on how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take.

NJSLSA.R10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and pro�ciently with sca�olding as needed.
Reading History and Social Studies:
Key Ideas and Details
RH.6-8.1. Cite speci�c textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources.
RH.6-8.2. Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions.
RH.6-8.3. Identify key steps in a text's description of a process related to history/social studies (e.g., how a bill becomes law, how interest rates are raised or lowered).
Craft and Structure
RH.6-8.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary speci�c to domains related to history/social studies.
RH.6-8.5. Describe how a text presents information (e.g., sequentially, comparatively, causally).
RH.6-8.6. Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author's point of view or purpose (e.g., loaded language, inclusion or avoidance of particular facts).
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
RH.6-8.7. Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other information in print and digital texts.
RH.6-8.8. Distinguish among fact, opinion, and reasoned judgment in a text.
RH.6-8.9. Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary source on the same topic.
Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity
RH.6-8.10.  By the end of grade 8, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 6-8 text complexity band independently and pro�ciently
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Science
Determine the central ideas or conclusions of a text; provide an accurate summary of the text distinct from prior knowledge or opinions. (MS-LS1-5) RST.6-8.2

Standard 8 Computer Science
Performance Expectations:
8.1.8.IC.1  Compare the trade-offs associated with computing technologies that affect an individual's everyday activities and career options.

Standard 9 Career Readiness, Life Literacy, and Key Skills
9.2.8.CAP.2: Develop a plan that includes information about career areas of interest.

New Jersey Amistad Commission:: N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88
Every board of education shall incorporate the information regarding the contributions of African-Americans to our country in an appropriate place in the curriculum of elementary and secondary
school students.

LGBT and Disabilities Law: N.J.S.A. 18A:35-4.35 A board of education shall include instruction on the political, economic, and social contributions of persons with disabilities and lesbian, gay,
bisexual, and transgender people, in an appropriate place in the curriculum of middle school and high school students as part of the district’s implementation of the New Jersey Student Learning
Standards (N.J.S.A.18A:35-4.36) A board of education shall have policies and procedures in place pertaining to the selection of instructional materials to implement the requirements of N.J.S.A.
18A:35-4.35.

Primary interdisciplinary connections: Language Arts, 21st Century Life and Careers, Science, and Technology
Suggested Activities:
Math:  Graphs comparing populations, Compare latitude and longitude lines to a line graph
Science:  Environmental Changes, study agriculture

CPI Standards
Era 5. Civil War and Reconstruction (1850-1877)
The Civil War resulted from complex regional di�erences involving political, economic, and social issues, as well as di�erent views on slavery. The Civil War
and Reconstruction had a lasting impact on the development of the United States.

Core Idea Performance Expectations

Historical events may have single, multiple, direct and indirect causes and e�ects. ● 6.1.8.HistoryCC.5.a: Prioritize the causes and events that led to the Civil War from
di�erent perspectives.

● 6.1.8.HistoryCC5.b: Analyze critical events and battles of the Civil War from
di�erent perspectives.

● 6.1.8.HistoryCC.5.c: Assess the human and material costs of the Civil War in the
North and South

Historical contexts and events shaped and continue to shape people’s perspectives. ● 6.1.8.HistoryUP.5.a: Analyze the e�ectiveness of the 13th, 14th, and 15th
Amendments to the United States Constitution from multiple perspectives.

● 6.1.8.HistoryUP.5.a: Examine the roles of women, African Americans, and Native
Americans in the Civil War.

● 6.1.8.HistpryUP.5.c: Explain how and why the Emancipation Proclamation and
the Gettysburg Address continue to impact American life.
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Historical events and developments are shaped by social, political, cultural, technological, and
economic factors.

● 6.1.8.HistoryCC.5.a: Assess the role of various factors (i.e., geography, natural
resources, demographics, transportation, leadership, and technology) that a�ected
the course and outcome of the Civil War. (i.e., geography, natural resources,
demographics, transportation, leadership, and technology).

● 6.1.8.HistoryCC.5.b: Compare and contrast the approaches of Congress and
Presidents Lincoln and Johnson toward the reconstruction of the South.

● 6.1.8.HistoryCC.5.c: Analyze the economic impact of Reconstruction on the
South from di�erent perspectives.

● 6.1.8.HistoryCC.5.d: Construct an argument that prioritize the causes and events
that led to the Civil War using multiple sources from di�erent perspectives.

9.1.8.A.2 Implement problem-solving strategies to solve a problem in school or the community.

9.1.8.B.1 Use multiple points of view to create alternative solutions.

9.1.8.B.2 Assess data gathered to solve a problem for which there are varying perspectives (e.g.,
cross-cultural, gender-speci�c, generational), and determine how the data can best be used to
design multiple solutions.

WHST.6-8.1. Write arguments focused on discipline-speci�c content.

WHST.6-8.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, voice, and style are
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience..

WHST.6-8.5. With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as
needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how
well purpose and audience have been addressed

RH.6-8.10. By the end of grade 8, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 6-8 text
complexity band independently and pro�ciently.

Unit Enduring Understandings Essential Questions
● Southerners did not trust Abraham Lincoln and did not believe his views on slavery.
● The election of Lincoln meant that the Civil War was inevitable.
● The South’s great military leadership and great willingness to defend its homeland

o�set the huge military and economic advantages of the North.
● There were similarities and di�erences in the way the war a�ected the military and

civilian population of the North and South.
● Political di�erences over readmitting the South back into the union led to the

impeachment of Andrew Johnson.
● The only way to create stability in the post war South was for the government to keep

troops there.
● Bitterness between the North and South remained long after the end of the war.

● How did Northern and Southern States di�er?
● What role did geography play in causing the Civil War?
● How did certain individuals a�ect tension between the northern

and southern states of America?
● In what ways did the Civil War have an impact on Southern culture

and economy?
● What was the purpose of Reconstruction as viewed from various

perspectives? (President Lincoln, Radical Republicans, Southern
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● Racism led to African Americans being denied their constitutional rights during the

Reconstruction Era.
● Students examine the escalating tensions that eventually led to the civil war, including

the increased reliance on slavery, the abolition movement, and con�ict over new states.

Whites, African Americans)
● What was the lasting legacy of Reconstruction?

Unit Teaching Points:

Bend Lessons Teaching Points

Bend I: Bend I: Causes of Civil War

Readings and Resources for Bend I:

American Battle�eld Trust Inquiry based Curriculum on the
causes of the civil war
Middle School Lesson Plans
Powerpoint

Lesson 1: (Mini-Lesson/Synchronous)
What is the major source of disagreement which ultimately leads to
the con�ict known as the American Civil War?

● Warm up: Show map of slavery expansion from 1790 to
1860. Have students summarize the map and predict
reasons for this expansion

● Activity: Students will read about Frederick Douglass and
�nd evidence that supports the claim,  “Douglass’
experience shaped his success as an abolitionist leader”

● Closure: Students watch this video about Sojourner Truth
and identify one thing Douglass and Truth had in
common and one di�erence between them.

Lesson 2: (Mini-Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I want to teach you the signi�cance of slavery and how it was
dividing the nation

● Warm up/review: What was the Missouri Compromise
and why was it signi�cant? Mini lecture on The
Compromise of 1850 and de�ne the Fugitive Slave Act
and Popular Sovereignty.

● Activity: Students read and take notes  about the Kansas
Nebraska Act and the results this act had on America
(Bleeding Kansas).
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● Closure: Show an image of John Brown and have students
create a caption for the image.

Lesson 3: (Mini-Lesson/Asynchronous)
Today I want to teach you  to how tensions escalated through
Charles Sumner, Dred Scott, and James Buchanan that ultimately
lead to the Civil War

● Warm up/ Review: Why did the Fugitive Slave Act change
the dynamics of America?

● Activity: Students independently go through this
presentation and answer the re�ection questions that are
embedded.

Lesson 4: (Mini-Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I am going to teach you about the election of 1860.

● Warm up: What do you think was the most signi�cant
event which led to the Civil War?

● Activity: Students will work in groups or partners to
research the candidates for the election of 1860 and �ll out
this Graphic org

● Closure: Students work together to �ll out this election
map of 1860 to determine who won and answer the
following questions. Make sure students see the visual
symbolism of sectionalism represented in this map.
1.) Based on the total number of electoral votes, what is
the minimum needed to win in 1860?
2.) Calculate and list the total electoral votes each
candidate received.  Who won the Election of 1860?

3.) It is very common for di�erent states in the same region
to vote together for the same candidate.  Explain how this
happened in 1860.

4.) What do the results in 1860 say about what the
American people want?
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Lesson 7: (Mini-Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I want to teach you  about the �rst con�ict of the Civil War at
Fort Sumter

● Warm up: Show this image of  items civil war soldiers
carried with them. Have students choose two items they
think would be the most necessary. (explain that most
soldiers died from diseases because of lack of sanitation, so
soap would have been the best pick!)

● Mini lecture: Life of a civil war soldier (what they ate,
average age, what they wore, nicknames for north and
south).

● Activity: Watch video on Fort Sumter and have students
take notes

Lesson 8: (Mini-Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I want to teach you about the complete a map of the United
States upon which they identify states in the Union, states in the
Confederacy, Border States, capitals of each country, and other
important geographic features that in�uenced the causes and
outcomes of the Civil War

Bend II: Bend II: The Civil War

Resources and Readings for Bend II:
Civil War Primary Sources
Life at War: American Battle�eld Trust
Contribution of People not at War
Turning Point 1863
Battle of Gettysburg and The Gettysburg Address’
Slavery
African American During the War
Sgt. William Carney

Lesson 1: (Mini-Lesson/Synchronous) (1 week)
Today I want to teach you to how to summarize the battles of the
Civil War in chronological order

● Warm up: Practice with students the use of emoji- give
them sentences out of emoji to see if they can decipher the
message

● Activity: Students will read summaries of di�erent battles
and determine which emojis should be used and will place
them in chronological order. Activity.

● Re�ection: Which battle of the Civil War do you think was
most signi�cant?

Lesson 2: (Project/Asynchronous) 2 days
Today I want to teach you how technology advancements changed
the way wars were fought
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● Warm up/Mini lecture on how railroads bene�ted the
North vs the south and highlight where industrialization
took place (North) vs agriculture took place (South).

● Activity: Students will be creating a Shark Tank
presentation on one of the advancements in technology
during the Civil War.
Day 1: Research technology and create Shark Tank script
Day 2: Finish scripts and presentations

Lesson 3: (Min-Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I am giong to teach you to analyze the Gettysburg Address
(using the Common Core analysis worksheet) to determine what
Lincoln was trying to accomplish with this speech.

● Warm up: Show map of where the major battles of the
Civil War took place and ask, “Why do battles happen at
speci�c locations?” Make sure to note how Gettysburg
location in the North was rare.

● Activity: Close Reading Activity:
● Re�ection: Why do you think Americans feel that The

Gettysburg Address still speaks to them today?  Do you
think this is an eternal document? Why?

Lesson 4: (Mini Lesson/Asynchronous)
Today I want to teach you what life was like on a plantation
Activity: Graphic Org, Reading, Mission US Game: The
Antebellum Era, Life on a Kentucky Planation

Lesson 5: (Mini-Lesson/ Synchronous)
Today I am going to teach you to analyze the Emancipation
Proclamation to determine the purpose of the document.

● Warm up: BrainPop. What is Juneteenth? What did you
learn about the Emancipation Proclamation?

● Activity: Primary Source Analysis. Writing Prompt: Write
a short paragraph that explains the central idea of the
article. Use at least two details from the article to support
your response.

● Closure: Why is it important to celebrate Juneteenth?
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1koxaL-Kd5tkUCyDBYeRVjKBc49s_ZQUO/view
https://www.mission-us.org/games/flight-to-freedom/
https://www.brainpop.com/socialstudies/ushistory/juneteenth/
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Lesson 6: (Mini-Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I want to teach you about the African American soldiers 54th
Massachusetts Letter from Sgt. Carney

● Warm up: Show the trailer for the movie Glory and have
students make predictions about today’s lesson

● Activity: Go through PPT, Digital Worksheet, Key,
● Re�ection: How did African American’s contribute to the

Civil War?

Lesson 7: (Mini-Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I want to teach you about how the draft left people, especially
Irish immigrants, riot in New York City

● Warm up: Show students pictures from the New York
Times picture a day. Have students guess what is
happening in the picture by using context clues.

● Warm up 2: Explain the draft to students and have them
decide how they would feel if they were drafted?

● Activity: Howard Zinn Activity: Students will answer the
question, “why did whites in New York City, mostly Irish
immigrants, go on a rampage and murder hundreds of
people in July 1863?” Worksheet

● Closure: Why did the Irish riot?

Lesson 8: (Mini-Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I want to teach you about the role of women in the civil war.

Engaging Projet:
It is the close of the Civil War in 1865. You are tasked with
evaluating the current condition of the nation during a public
debate. This war was waged to preserve the Union and to uphold the
Constitution. Were the goals of the Constitution, as stated in the
preamble, achieved after the Civil War? (Do we now have a more
perfect union? Did we establish justice? Did we ensure domestic
tranquility? Did we provide for the common defense? Did we
promote the general welfare? Did we secure ourselves and our
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CvmuHfSgra8
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1l7xMN719pf2RXYIpxrlDtAncwC9WXFYRcq7RNxRcbxw/edit
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posterity the blessings of liberty? You will defend your assigned
position on one of the above goals during the debate.

Bend III: Bend III: Reconstruction

Resources and Readings for Bend III:
Reconstruction
Surrender Lesson Plan
Surrender: American Battle�eld Trust (Ppt, Primary Sources)
Reconstruction: Inquiry Based Process
Failures of Reconstruction: Video
Civil War on American national identity
Teaching Tolerance: The Reconstruction Amendments
E�ects of the Civil War

Lesson 1: (Mini-Lesson/Synchronous)
Today  I want to teach you about the assasination of Lincoln and the
aftermath.

● Warm up: Do you want to solve a murder? Show a clip
from CSI- tell students that today we are going to become
detectives and answer the question, “WHAT EVENTS
LEAD TO LINCOLN’S ASSASSINATION AND
WHO ELSE WAS INVOLVED?”

● Activity: Students will read testimonies from and about 7
suspects in Lincoln’s assassination. Students will
determine who they �nd guilty or innocent and why.

Lesson 2: Argumentative Essay, Research and Write 2 Weeks
Day 1: Today I am going to teach you about the di�erent political
acts that were passed.

● Warm up: If you were the President of the United States,
what would be your priorities after the Civil War to bring
the US back together?

● Activity: Students will create T-Chart to take their notes
for their argumentative essay answering “Was
Reconstruction Successful?”

● The student will receive a list of political acts and laws that
were passed during Reconstruction. They will determine
and create their own criteria to rank the Reconstruction
laws based upon the legislation that helped the Union
rebuild after the Civil War. Students will take into account
their own bias and analyze why the legislation was mostly
unsuccessful.

Re�ection: If the  legislature was unsuccessful then who did it
bene�t?

Day 2: (Engaging Scenario)
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https://www.ducksters.com/history/civil_war/reconstruction.php
https://www.battlefields.org/sites/default/files/atoms/files/Surrender%20Inquiry%20Middle%20School%20Packet.pdf
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/educators/curriculum/middle-school/surrender-inquiry-middle-school-lesson-plan
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/educators/curriculum/middle-school/reconstruction-inquiry-middle-school-lesson-plan
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/us-history/civil-war-era/reconstruction/v/failure-of-reconstruction
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/us-history/civil-war-era/reconstruction/v/comparing-the-effects-of-the-civil-war-on-american-national-identity
https://www.tolerance.org/print/73328
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/educators/curriculum/middle-school/effects-war-traditional-middle-school-lesson-plan
https://drive.google.com/drive/u/2/folders/1xIx5VvwaKp6fjHQ-iJomyob5lOzyduJH


Florham Park Social Studies

8th Grade Social Studies Curriculum

Today I am going to teach you that after the Civil War, African
Americans faced many challenges

● Warm up: Do you want to have a party? Explain rules of a
mixer!

● Activity: Howard Zinn’s Reconstruction Mixer
● Re�ection: After the mixer, what problems are di�erent

groups facing post Civil War?

Day 3: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I am going to teach you about three Reconstruction
amendments (13, 14, and 15) that were added to the constitution.

● Warm up: Review the terms Congressional for
Congressional Reconstruction.

● Activity: Students will analyze the primary sources of the
13, 14, and 15th amendment and add the information to
their T-Charts. Students will research one of the three
Reconstruction amendments (13, 14, or 15). They will
learn about the amendment and how it came to be. They
will then evaluate the extent to which the rights protected
by these amendments were actually granted to citizens that
were previously disenfranchised. They also have to
determine whether each amendment was economic,
political or social in nature. Once they have mastered their
individual amendment, they will present it to two other
students with di�erent amendments.

Day 4: (Mini-Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I am going to teach you about the bene�ts and massive
consequences of the 13th amendment

● Warm up: Review the meaning of the 13th amendment.
● Activity: Mini lesson on Sharecropping. Have students

read the NEWSELA article. Once done, students should
make a Venn Diagram comparing aond contrasting slavery
and sharecropping.

● Closure: Students add sharecropping to their T-Charts

Day 5:  (Min-Lesson/Synchronous)
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https://www.zinnedproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/Reconstruction-Mixer.6-1.pdf
https://newsela.com/read/lib-sharecropping-history-first-person/id/2000000812/?collection_id=339
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Today I am going to teach you about the economic implication of
Reconstruction.

● Warm up: Appropriate clips from 13th (Net�ix
Documentary)

● Activity: Zinn Project: Black History. Discuss why it was
considered the beginning of the �ght to end slavery and
not the end. Students will evaluate the extent to which the
economic implications of Reconstruction created the
modern day cycle of poverty in the south. They will
research the causes of the cycle of poverty and how it is
manifested currently. They will create an infographic
demonstrating the causes and the knowledge they have
gained.

Day 6: (Mini-Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I want to teach you how laws were created in the South that
restricted African American’s rights

● Warm up: Review the 14th Amendment. Discussion: what
rights do citizens have? What rights are they granted?

● Activity: Students learn about Black Codes in NEWSELA
article and add Black Codes and KKK to their T-Chart

Day 7: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I want to teach you that after the Civil War, laws were put
into place to limit African American’s rights to vote

● Warm up: Review 15th amendment. Why is voting an
important right for citizens?

● Activity: Mini lecture on poll taxes and literacy test. Show
infographic breaking down the 13, 14, and 15th
amendments. Have students add poll taxes and literacy
tests to their T-Charts

● Closure: Students read and analyze this comic strip
summarizing these amendments.

Day 8, 9, 10: (Outline, Draft, Revise Essay)
Today I am going to teach you how to outline, draft, and revise an
essay answering the question, “Was Reconstruction successful?”
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https://www.zinnedproject.org/news/cuban-solidarity-movement-1870s/
https://newsela.com/read/black-codes-laws/id/51411?collection_id=339
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0BwhmZZSjP560N25BZjhtaXljWlU/view?resourcekey=0-RLAWUYW66NlWfKViYaZ3Ig
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0BwhmZZSjP560N25BZjhtaXljWlU/view?resourcekey=0-RLAWUYW66NlWfKViYaZ3Ig
https://www.chestercomix.com/images/comics/reconstruction-1.jpg
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Yes it was Successful: Modi�ed Graphic Organizer
Not it was not Successful: Modi�ed Graphic Organizer

National
National
Women’s
History
Month,
(March)
Irish-Ameri
can Heritage
Month
(March)

Highlighting historic females throughout history: Optional
books: (Grade 8, reading level)

● Amina’s Voice by Hena Khan (Level U)
● Betty Before X by IIyasah Shabazz with Renee

Watson (Level X)
● The Girl Who Drew Butter�ies:How Maria

Meriana’s Art Changed the World by Joyce Sidman
(Level Y)

● Little Women by Louisa May Alcott (Level Z)
● Being Jazz: My Life as a (Trangender Teen) by Jazz

Jennings (Level Z+)

Irish-American Heritage Month: Optional Books:
● Fever By mary Beth Keanr (Level Y)
● The Wonder by Emma Donooghue (Level Y)
● Resource
● Irish Potato Famine
● Interactive TImeline of Irish History and Heritage

● Today I am going to teach you about women standing up
to close the salary gaps. (Lesson plan)

● Today I want to teach you about women that changed
history in di�erent �elds from �ghting for civil rights,
space ride, science and other. (Lesson plan)

● Today I want to tell you something that is so important
for the way you live your life and the way you read. It’s so
important to ask yourself as you read (and as you go
through life), ‘Whose side of the story am I getting here?
Whose thoughts and feelings am I seeing?’ When you
know whose thoughts and feelings you’re seeing, you
know whose perspective you’re getting.”

● Today I am going to teach you about Irish history through
maps, and how it changed over time

Heritage
Month
Celebration

Asian Paci�c American Heritage:Understanding the crea
Asian American History
Teacher’s Activity Guide
Possible Read Alouds:

This Time Will Be Di�erent by Misa Sugiura (Level Z)
The Tiger at Midnight by Swati Teerdhala (Level Y)
Parachutes by Kelly Yang (Level Z)
Mad, Bad and Dangerous to Know by Samira Ahmed (Level
Z)
Descendant of the Crane by Joan He (Level Z)

● Today I am going to teach you to relive Asian American
experiences through �rsthand accounts and biographies

● Today I am going to teach you to evaluate journals as
historical artifacts, especially the concept of �rsthand
account vs. history text

● Today I am going to teach you to investigate immigration
date, numbers, and patterns of Asians coming to the
United States

● Today I want to teach you that when you consider who has
the power in a story and why those characters have that
power, you can start to make some theories about how
power is related to bigger messages about life and the
world.”
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xPAg5n1QSGutYUViz5ktsSD9CQ1Sr2s_k99_-JnHRaY/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1etd8Kns8l9aWVmB0WdXcqshnt-Vf-X045YSvXSZl5iI/edit
https://irelandcalls.com/american-irish-heritage.html
http://www.eyewitnesstohistory.com/irishfamine.htm
https://cdn.knightlab.com/libs/timeline3/latest/embed/index.html?source=1Vj66ed9v_W_lgpRFlFp3aHI8n2SHEln7BU6mxsIu0t8&font=Default&lang=en&initial_zoom=2&height=650
https://www.educationworld.com/a_lesson/02/lp256-02.shtml
http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/women/
http://www.nea.org/tools/lessons/teaching-api-month-k-5.html
https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/lesson-plans/teaching-content/asian-american-history-grades-6-8/
http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/asian-american/
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● “Today I want to teach you that it is not only important to
think about whether you have the same or a di�erent
perspective from the author and characters in your text. It
is important that when you recognize that you have a
di�erent opinion, you can think about how the text might
go di�erently, by asking “how would this text go, what
would the messages and life lessons be, if I was telling this
story?”

Evidence of Learning (Assessments) Accommodations and Modi�cations

Formative Assessments:

● Exit Tickets
● Notebook Checks
● Conferences
● Drafts

Summative Assessments:

● Unit Projects
● Written Analysis
● Summative tests
● SAC (Structured Academic Controversy)
● Demonstrations
● Portfolio

Benchmark Assessments:

● Initial Benchmark:  3rd Week of September
● Mid-year Benchmark: 4th Week of January
● End of year Benchmark:  Last week in May

Alternative Assessments:

● Choice Projects
● Portfolios

Special Education:

● Curricular Modi�cations and Guidance for Students Educated in Special
Class Settings

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners)
Differentiation:

● Preview content and concepts
● Behavior management plan
● Highlight text
● Small group setting

High-Prep Differentiation:
● Alternative formative and summative assessments
● Guided Reading
● Personal agendas
● Project-based learning
● Tiered activities/assignments
● Varying organizers for instructions

Low-Prep Differentiation:
● Clubbing activities
● Exploration by interest
● Flexible groupings

English Language Learners:

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CojyW8KphR7mZgS-wgTxmO1y6z0uhZJwEpV5tJ_Aqk8/edit?ts=5e44465c&pli=1
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B-_iTnCmF_gGRzFuemszSGJwQnl4MDdRbnB2MDRTaEtQazdN/view?usp=sharing
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● Arguments Writing Assignments
● Notebook assessments
● Oral Presentations
● Socratic Seminars
● Primary Source Analysis
● Social Studies Instructional Strategies

● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &
Mainstream Learners)

Students at Risk for Failure:

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners}

Gifted and Talented

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners)

Students with 504 Plans

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cation
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners)

Core Instructional and Supplemental Materials
Professional Resources:

Core Instructional, Supplemental, Instructional, and
Intervention Resources

Core Professional Resources:

● Social Studies Leveled Libraries
● America's Past and Present
● Civil War
● US History
● Education World: Civil War
● Excerpts from PPTs
● The Abolition Movement and Northern Dependence on Southern Slaves
● The Dred Scott Case
● Harriet Tubman
● Stanford Thinking Like a Historian: John Brown
● 8th Grade - African and African American Amistad Infusion
● 6-8 Black History Resources
● Amistad Curriculum (K-12)

Core Instructional Resources:

● Our World’s Story Harcourt Brace & Company
● Red Badge of Courage
● Gone With the Wind (movie clips)
● Civil War Videos
● The U.S. Civil War and Reconstruction by Brian Howell (Level X)
● Guts & Glory: The American Civil War by Ben Thompson (Level Z)
● Memoir of Susie King Taylor: A Civil War Nurse by Pamela Dell (Level Y)
● Charlotte Spies for Justice: A Civil War Survival Story (Level U)
● Black History Timeline
● African American Heroes
● Black History A-Z
● Black History: Then and Now
● Fight for your Rights History Challenge
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OEOd4BgNJYGMZJZvXwYQXAqRdYqITuxhV8k_hCik0R8/edit#
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B-_iTnCmF_gGRzFuemszSGJwQnl4MDdRbnB2MDRTaEtQazdN/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B-_iTnCmF_gGRzFuemszSGJwQnl4MDdRbnB2MDRTaEtQazdN/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B-_iTnCmF_gGRzFuemszSGJwQnl4MDdRbnB2MDRTaEtQazdN/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1JEIa3GVqldiv9d3WDsNwCM0ITyg4DlDCsl8L01-rlIg/edit?usp=sharing
http://civilwarsallie.blogspot.com/
http://www.thinkquest.org/pls/html/f?p=52300:30:3684378416882952::::P30_CATEGORY_ID:CPJ_UNITED_STATES1
http://www.educationworld.com/a_sites/sites022.shtml
http://www.njamistadcurriculum.net/history/unit/evolution-new-nation-state/navigations/3539
http://www.njamistadcurriculum.net/history/unit/evolution-new-nation-state/navigations/3539
http://www.njamistadcurriculum.net/history/unit/evolution-new-nation-state/lesson_plan/4249/307
http://www.njamistadcurriculum.net/history/unit/civil-war-reconstruction/content/4022/7347
https://sheg.stanford.edu/history-lessons/john-brown
https://docs.google.com/document/d/19NWWAJT1TpRaK-l08rSHXT9_s2Ooz6ZYJuCmCrsgmPA/edit
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1cYYOXkiwcmfq5Fu3E-QrRSDv39eCe7o7
http://www.njamistadcurriculum.net/
http://www.history.com/topics/civil-rights-movement/interactives
http://pbskids.org/aaworld/face.html
http://aakulturezone.com/kidz/abc/index.html
http://www.timeforkids.com/TFK/specials/bhm/0,8805,97502,00.html
http://www.timeforkids.com/TFK/specials/bhm/0,8805,97501,00.html
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Supplemental Professional Resources:

● Stanford History Education Group
● iCivics
● Teaching Tolerance
● Facing History and Ourselves

● Exhibition Project
● 28 Days: Moments in Black History That Changed the world by Charles Smith

(Level V)
● In the Shadows of Liberty: The Hidden History of Slvery, Four Presidents, and

Five Black Lives by Kenneth Davis (Level Y)
● Black Heroes of the American Revolution by Burke Davis (Level X)
● The Black Power Movement and Civil Unrest by Kerry Hinton (Level Y)
● Any appropriate grade 8 book applicable to the unit chosen by the teacher
● Any appropriate grade 8  book applicable to the unit chosen by the teacher

Supplemental Resources:

Suggested Lessons for  Di�erentiation with Small Groups:
● Newsela
● Brainpop
● A Kid’s Life During the American Civil War by Sarah Machajewski (Level

M)
● The Civil War’s African American Soldiers Through Primary Sources by

Carin Ford (Level R)
● Slavery Wasn’t Only in the South: Exposing Myths About the Civil War by

Katie Kawa (Level N)
● Amazing Americans: Abraham Lincoln by Stephanie Kuligowski (Level M)

Intervention Resources:

● Graphic Organizers
● Sca�olded Notes
● Closed Notes
● Shared Notes and slide presentations
● Study guides
● Newsela
● Brain Pop JR.
● Readworks
● CNN10

Interdisciplinary Connections Integration of Technology through NJSLS

● Correlates to routines unit in math, rules and community units in social studies Identify
classroom routines in other subject areas: math, science, and social studies.

● In Social Studies discuss routines in the community
● Understand what it means to “read close” in social studies, science, and foreign language.

● Create a word study word sort in Inspiration.
● Listen to books on CDs, tapes, videos or podcasts if available.
● Listen to books on websites (pbskids.org/lions/index.html, storylineonline.net,

storyit.com, Elementary Connections Page)
● Use document camera or overhead projector for shared reading of texts.

Ongoing:
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● O�er short, non�ction picture books and non�ction articles on science, social studies,

and foreign language related activities to encourage building background knowledge and
independent reading about topics of interest to students.

● Encourage students to respond to texts in their speci�c subject area notebooks as they
re�ect on what they have been reading.

● Highlight texts, themes, and re�ections that connect to themes related to the Holocaust;
i.e. power, bullying, empathy, and social activism.

● Listen to books on CDs, tapes, videos or podcasts if available.
● Listen to books on websites (pbskids.org/lions/index.html, storylineonline.net,

storyit.com, Elementary Connections Page)
● Use document camera or overhead projector for shared reading of texts.

Other:
● Use Microsoft Word, Inspiration, or Smart Board Notebook software to write

the words from their word sorts.
● Use Inspiration to create a double timeline looking at plot events and character

motivation.

Integration of 21st Century Themes and Skills Media Literacy Integration
● Financial, Economic, Business, and Entrepreneurial Literacy
● Civic Literacy
● Health Literacy
● Social Justice Literacy
● Creativity and Innovation
● Critical Thinking and Problem Solving Communication and Collaboration Information

Literacy
● Media Literacy
● Life and Career Skills
● Creativity and Innovations
● Critical Thinking and Problem Solving
● Communication and Collaboration

● Ask students to look for speci�c things when they view videos or read print
material, and then ask questions about those items

● Build on the intuitive knowledge students have gained from media about the
story and character

● Clarify the distinction between �ction and non�ction in di�erent types of media
reporting on the same topic

● Use print materials to practice reading and comprehension skills
● Information Literacy

Career Education Global Perspective
● New Jersey Educational Field Trip
● Washington DC Trip
● History Based Field Trip
● Oregon Trail Webquest
● Flexibility and Adaptability
● Initiative and Self-Direction
● Social and Cross-Cultural Skills
● Productivity and Accountability
● Leadership and Responsibility

● National Hispanic-Latino Heritage Month
● National Disability Employment Awareness Month
● National American Indian Heritage Month
● Black History Month
● National Women’s History Month,
● National Irish-American Heritage Month
● National Italian American Heritage Month
● Asian Paci�c American Heritage
● Older Americans’ Month
● Jewish American Heritage Month
● Week of Respect
● Red Ribbon Week
● International Dot Day (September 16)

Unit 6: Holocaust Studies: History of the Holocaust Grade: 8th
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Unit Overview:

This unit focuses on the history of the Holocaust including WW1, the stages of the Holocaust, international response and the aftermath of the Holocaust.
This unit is designed to prepare for the 8th grade �eld trip to the United States Holocaust Museum and Memorial.

It is essential that the students see the roots and consequences of prejudice, discrimination, racism, and stereotyping.
NJ Student Learning Standards

Standards
6.1 U.S. History: America in the World: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the
environment shape the American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that re�ect fundamental rights and core democratic values as productive citizens
in local, national, and global communities
6.2 World History/Global Studies All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically and systematically about how past interactions of people, cultures, and the
environment a�ect issues across time and cultures. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions as socially and ethically responsible world citizens in the 21st century.

Companion Standards:
Key Ideas and Details
NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences and relevant connections from it; cite speci�c textual evidence when writing or speaking to
support conclusions drawn from the text.
NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas.
NJSLSA.R3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text.
Craft and Structure
NJSLSA.R4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and �gurative meanings, and analyze how speci�c word choices shape meaning or
tone.
NJSLSA.R5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how speci�c sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the whole.
NJSLSA.R6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.
NJSLSA.R8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and speci�c claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and su�ciency of the evidence.
NJSLSA.R9. Analyze and re�ect on how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take.

NJSLSA.R10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and pro�ciently with sca�olding as needed.
Reading History and Social Studies:
Key Ideas and Details
RH.6-8.1. Cite speci�c textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources.
RH.6-8.2. Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions.
RH.6-8.3. Identify key steps in a text's description of a process related to history/social studies (e.g., how a bill becomes law, how interest rates are raised or lowered).
Craft and Structure
RH.6-8.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary speci�c to domains related to history/social studies.
RH.6-8.5. Describe how a text presents information (e.g., sequentially, comparatively, causally).
RH.6-8.6. Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author's point of view or purpose (e.g., loaded language, inclusion or avoidance of particular facts).
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
RH.6-8.7. Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other information in print and digital texts.
RH.6-8.8. Distinguish among fact, opinion, and reasoned judgment in a text.
RH.6-8.9. Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary source on the same topic.
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Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity
RH.6-8.10.  By the end of grade 8, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 6-8 text complexity band independently and pro�ciently

Science
Determine the central ideas or conclusions of a text; provide an accurate summary of the text distinct from prior knowledge or opinions. (MS-LS1-5) RST.6-8.2

Standard 8 Computer Science
Performance Expectations:
8.1.8.IC.1  Compare the trade-offs associated with computing technologies that affect an individual's everyday activities and career options.

Standard 9 Career Readiness, Life Literacy, and Key Skills
9.2.8.CAP.2: Develop a plan that includes information about career areas of interest.
New Jersey Amistad Commission:: N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88
Every board of education shall incorporate the information regarding the contributions of African-Americans to our country in an appropriate place in the curriculum of elementary and
secondary school students.

LGBT and Disabilities Law: N.J.S.A. 18A:35-4.35 A board of education shall include instruction on the political, economic, and social contributions of persons with disabilities and lesbian,
gay, bisexual, and transgender people, in an appropriate place in the curriculum of middle school and high school students as part of the district’s implementation of the New Jersey Student
Learning Standards (N.J.S.A.18A:35-4.36) A board of education shall have policies and procedures in place pertaining to the selection of instructional materials to implement the requirements of
N.J.S.A. 18A:35-4.35.
Holocaust Law: N.J.S.A. 18A:35-28 Every board of education shall include instruction on the Holocaust and genocides in an appropriate place in the curriculum of all elementary and
secondary school pupils. The instruction shall further emphasize the personal responsibility that each citizen bears to �ght racism and hatred whenever and wherever it happens.
Primary interdisciplinary connections: Language Arts, 21st Century Life and Careers, Science, and Technology
Suggested Activities:
Math:  Graphs comparing populations, Compare latitude and longitude lines to a line graph
Science:  Environmental Changes, study agriculture

Social Studies Standards
Standards By the end of grade 8
6.1 U.S. History: America in the World: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the
environment shape the American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that re�ect fundamental rights and core democratic values as productive citizens
in local, national, and global communities
6.2 World History/Global Studies: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically and systematically about how past interactions of people, cultures, and the
environment a�ect issues across time and cultures. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions as socially and ethically responsible world citizens in the 21st century.

Core Idea Performance Expectations

Governments around the world support universal human rights to varying degrees. ● 6.1.12.CivicsHR.11.a: Assess the responses of the United States and other nations
to the violation of human rights that occurred during the Holocaust and other
genocides.

● 6.1.12.CivicsHR.11.b: Explain the reasons for the creation of the United Nations,
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and evaluate the e�ectiveness of
United Nations' human rights policies and the commitment of the United States to
them.
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To better understand the historical perspective, one must consider historical context. ● 6.1.12.HistoryCC.11.d: Compare the varying perspectives of victims, survivors,

bystanders, rescuers, and perpetrators during the Holocaust.

By the end of grade 8: 6.3 Active Citizenship in the 21st Century: All students will acquire the skills needed to be active, informed citizens who value diversity and promote cultural
understanding by working collaboratively to address the challenges that are inherent in living in an interconnected world

Core Idea Performance Expectations

Civics, Government, and Human Rights: Participation and Deliberation

Through participation in the decision-making process (e.g., voting, petitions, contacting
elected o�cials, serving in their community) people can initiate change.

● 6.3.5.CivicsPD.1: Develop an action plan that addresses issues related to climate
change and share with school and/or community members.

● 6.3.5.CivicsPD.2: Use a variety of sources and data to identify the various
perspectives and actions taken by individuals involving a current or historical
community, state, or national issue.

9.1.8.F.2 Explain how rules, laws, and safety practices protect individual rights in the global workplace.  

RH.6-8.1 Cite speci�c textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources.

RH.6-8.2. Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an
accurate summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions.

RH.6-8.6. Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author's point of view or purpose (e.g., loaded language,
inclusion or avoidance of particular facts)

Unit Enduring Understandings Essential Questions
● In 1941 the Nazi decided to murder all Jews in the areas they

controlled.
● Genocide is the murder of an entire people.
● More than 6 million Jews were killed during the Holocaust.
● Four million Gypsies, Russians, Poles, and others were also

murdered.
● The Nuremberg trials established the principle that following

orders was no excuse for taking part in genocide.
● People are responsible for their actions, even in wartime.

● How can we address bullying by becoming “upstanders” who
speak up for the rights of others?

● How can the study of multiple perspectives, beliefs
systems, and cultures provide a context for understanding
and challenging public actions and decisions in a diverse
and interdependent world?

Unit Teaching Points:
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Lesson 1: Students will be able to undersatnd the history of the Jewish holocaust of WWII

Lesson 2: Students will be able to he ultimate result of prejudice and discrimination?

Lesson 3: Students will be able to discuss and debate about past and how to prevent genocide from happening in
the future?

Lesson 4: Students will be able to explore how citizens, civic ideals, and government institutions interact to
balance the needs of individuals and the common good?

Lesson 5: Students will be able to understand how economic, political, and cultural decisions promoted or
prevented the growth of personal freedom, individual responsibility, equality, and respect for human
dignity?

Lesson 6: Students will be able to analyze interpretations of past events, inform our understanding of cause and
e�ect, and continuity and change, and how do they in�uence our beliefs and decisions about current
public policy issues?

Lesson 7: Students will be able to study multiple perspectives, beliefs systems, and cultures to provide a context for
understanding and challenging public actions and decisions in a diverse and interdependent world?

Creating
Social
Awareness
Around
Holocaust
Sotries

Read aloud options:
● Whispers from the Ghettos by Kathy Kacer and Sharon MacKay (level y)
● Viktor Frankl: A Life Worth Living by Anna Redsand (Level Z)
● Would You Salute? One Child's Story of the Holocaust by D. Kelley Steele; Becky Hyatt

Rickenbaker, illus. (Level Z)
● T4: A Novel in Verse by Ann Clare Lezotte (Level Z)

Potential lessons that can be taught through the books above:

● Today  I want to teach you that because texts are written with certain powers and perspectives,
it’s not easy to understand an issue by just reading one text, one author’s opinion. Instead, you
can gather texts on similar issues so that you can read many texts on a subject in order to learn
about the topic from multiple perspectives and multiple expressions of power.”

● Today I want to teach you that an author has the power to share a certain perspective on the
world or topic. But authors are just as �awed and biased as the rest of us--so don’t give them
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too much power! Read with a critical eye, and talk back to the perspective of di�erent
authors.”

Evidence of Learning (Assessments) Accommodations and Modi�cations

Formative Assessments:

● Exit Tickets
● Notebook Checks
● Conferences
● Drafts

Summative Assessments:

● Unit Projects
● Written Analysis
● Summative tests
● SAC (Structured Academic Controversy)
● Demonstrations
● Portfolio

Benchmark Assessments:

● Initial Benchmark:  3rd Week of September
● Mid-year Benchmark: 4th Week of January
● End of year Benchmark:  Last week in May

Alternative Assessments:

● Choice Projects
● Portfolios
● Arguments Writing Assignments
● Notebook assessments
● Oral Presentations
● Socratic Seminars
● Primary Source Analysis
● Social Studies Instructional Strategies

Special Education:

● Curricular Modi�cations and Guidance for Students Educated in Special
Class Settings

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners)
Differentiation:

● Preview content and concepts
● Behavior management plan
● Highlight text
● Small group setting

High-Prep Differentiation:
● Alternative formative and summative assessments
● Guided Reading
● Personal agendas
● Project-based learning
● Tiered activities/assignments
● Varying organizers for instructions

Low-Prep Differentiation:
● Clubbing activities
● Exploration by interest
● Flexible groupings

English Language Learners:

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners)

Students at Risk for Failure:

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
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● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners}

Gifted and Talented

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners)

Students with 504 Plans

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cation
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners)

Core Instructional and Supplemental Materials
Professional Resources:

Core Instructional, Supplemental, Instructional, and
Intervention Resources

Core Professional Resources:

● Social Studies Leveled Libraries
● 6-8 Holocaust/Genocide Education
● America's Past and Present
● Holocaust
● Overview of the Holocaust
● Holocaust Timeline
● Why didn’t They Just Leave?
● How did the United States respond to the Holocaust?
● Defying Genocide (link to Rwandan Genocide)
● 8th Grade - African and African American Amistad Infusion
● 6-8 Black History Resources
● Amistad Curriculum (K-12)

Supplemental Professional Resources:

● Stanford History Education Group
● iCivics
● Teaching Tolerance
● Facing History and Ourselves

Core Instructional Resources:

● Our World’s Story Harcourt Brace & Company
● Night Diary of Anne Frank
● Wind of War (video)
● War and Remembrance (video)
● Schindler’s List (video)
● Terezin: Voices From the Holocaust by Ruth Thomson (Level  Y)
● Unlikely Warrior: A Jewish Soldier in Hitler’s Army (Level Z)
● Survivors: True Stories of Children in the Holocaust by Allan and Mara

Zullo (Level X)
● I Am A Star: Child of the Holocaust by Inge Auerbacher (Level W)
● Any appropriate grade 8 book applicable to the unit chosen by the teacher

Supplemental Resources:

Suggested Lessons for  Di�erentiation with Small Groups:
● Newsela
● Brainpop
● The Holocaust by Lynn Peppas (Level S)
● Forgotten War Stories in History by Janet Slingerland (Level T)
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● The Grand Mosque of Paris: A Story of How Muslims Rescused Jews

During the Holocaust by Desai Durland (Level T)
● Story of Anne Frank (Level T)
● The Tree in the Courtyard: Looking through Anne Frank’s Window by

Je� Gotesfeld (Level P)
● Benno and the Night of Broken Glass by Meg Wiviott (Level M)
● Hana’s Suitcase: The Quest to Solve a Holocaust Mystery by Karen Levine

(Level Y)
● Hidden: A Child's Story of the Holocaust by Loic Dauvillier (Level W)
● Odette's Secrets by Maryann Macdonald (Level W)
● When Hitler Stole Pink Rabbit by Judith Kerr (Level X)
● Branded by the Pink Triangle by Ken Setterington (Level Z)

Intervention Resources:

● Graphic Organizers
● Sca�olded Notes
● Closed Notes
● Shared Notes and slide presentations
● Study guides
● Newsela
● Brain Pop JR.
● Readworks
● CNN10

Interdisciplinary Connections Integration of Technology through NJSLS

● Correlates to routines unit in math, rules and community units in social studies
Identify classroom routines in other subject areas: math, science, and social studies.

● In Social Studies discuss routines in the community
● Understand what it means to “read close” in social studies, science, and foreign

language.
● O�er short, non�ction picture books and non�ction articles on science, social studies,

and foreign language related activities to encourage building background knowledge
and independent reading about topics of interest to students.

● Encourage students to respond to texts in their speci�c subject area notebooks as they
re�ect on what they have been reading.

● Highlight texts, themes, and re�ections that connect to themes related to the
Holocaust; i.e. power, bullying, empathy, and social activism.

● Create a word study word sort in Inspiration.
● Listen to books on CDs, tapes, videos or podcasts if available.
● Listen to books on websites (pbskids.org/lions/index.html, storylineonline.net,

storyit.com, Elementary Connections Page)
● Use document camera or overhead projector for shared reading of texts.

Ongoing:
● Listen to books on CDs, tapes, videos or podcasts if available.
● Listen to books on websites (pbskids.org/lions/index.html, storylineonline.net,

storyit.com, Elementary Connections Page)
● Use document camera or overhead projector for shared reading of texts.

Other:
● Use Microsoft Word, Inspiration, or Smart Board Notebook software to write

the words from their word sorts.
● Use Inspiration to create a double timeline looking at plot events and character

motivation.
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Integration of 21st Century Themes and Skills Media Literacy Integration

● Financial, Economic, Business, and Entrepreneurial Literacy
● Civic Literacy
● Health Literacy
● Social Justice Literacy
● Creativity and Innovation
● Critical Thinking and Problem Solving Communication and Collaboration

Information Literacy
● Media Literacy
● Life and Career Skills
● Creativity and Innovations
● Critical Thinking and Problem Solving
● Communication and Collaboration

● Ask students to look for speci�c things when they view videos or read print
material, and then ask questions about those items

● Build on the intuitive knowledge students have gained from media about the
story and character

● Clarify the distinction between �ction and non�ction in di�erent types of media
reporting on the same topic

● Use print materials to practice reading and comprehension skills
● Information Literacy

Career Education Global Perspective
● New Jersey Educational Field Trip
● Washington DC Trip
● History Based Field Trip
● Oregon Trail Webquest
● Flexibility and Adaptability
● Initiative and Self-Direction
● Social and Cross-Cultural Skills
● Productivity and Accountability
● Leadership and Responsibility

● National Hispanic-Latino Heritage Month
● National Disability Employment Awareness Month
● National American Indian Heritage Month
● Black History Month
● National Women’s History Month,
● National Irish-American Heritage Month
● National Italian American Heritage Month
● Asian Paci�c American Heritage
● Older Americans’ Month
● Jewish American Heritage Month
● Week of Respect
● Red Ribbon Week
● International Dot Day (September 16)
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2022-2023 Disciplinary Concepts

Civics, Government, and Human Rights: Civic and Political Institutions
The study of civic and political institutions includes concepts of the law, politics, and government that are essential to understanding the important
institutions of society and the principles these institutions are intended to re�ect.

By the end of grade 2 By the end of grade 5 By the end of grade 8

● Local community and government
leaders have roles and responsibilities to
provide services for their community
members.

● Rules for all to live by are a result of the
actions of government, organizations,
and individuals.

● The actions of individuals and the
government a�ects decisions made for the
common good.

● In a representative democracy, individuals
play a role in how government functions.

● In a representative democracy, individuals
elect representatives to act on the behalf of
the people.

● Levels of government (i.e., local, state, and
federal) have  di�erent powers and
responsibilities.

● Political and civic institutions impact all
aspects of people’s lives.

● Governments have di�erent structures
which impact development (expansion)
and civic participation.

Civics, Government, and Human Rights: Participation and Deliberation
Participation requires learning about public issues and determining how and when to take action to address them. Deliberation requires civic dispositions, such as
honesty, mutual respect, cooperation, and attentiveness to multiple perspectives that individuals should use when they interact with each other on public matters.
Deliberation includes learning processes that enable citizens to engage in constructive, informed, and decisive dialogue about important public issues. Both
participation and deliberation require an understanding of the diverse arguments regarding the underlying principles as well as founding documents and their
meanings.

By the end of grade 2 By the end of grade 5 By the end of grade 8

● When all members of the group are given
the opportunity to participate in the
decision-making process, everyone's voice
is heard.

● Through participation in the
decision-making process, people can initiate
change (e.g., voting, petitions, contacting
elected o�cials).

● E�ective con�ict resolution is possible when
evidence, diverse perspectives, and
intended/unintended consequences are
considered.

● A major role of citizens in a representative
democracy is to make responsible decisions

● Civic participation and deliberation are
the responsibility of every member of
society.

● Members of society have the obligation
to become informed of the facts
regarding public issues and to engage in
honest, mutually respectful discourse to

● advance public policy solutions
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about who should govern.

Civics, Government, and Human Rights: Democratic Principles
Understanding democratic principles, such as equality, freedom, liberty and respect for individual rights, and how they apply to both o�cial institutions and
informal interactions among citizens is a fundamental concept of being a citizen in a democratic republic.

By the end of grade 2 By the end of grade 5 By the end of grade 8

● The democratic principles this country
was founded upon guide the actions of
local, state and national government (e.g.,
authority, rights, responsibility, fairness,
privacy, [and] freedom to make choices).

● Fundamental rights that allow democratic
societies to function can be seen at all levels
of government in society

● The United States’ system of
government is designed to realize the
ideals of liberty, democracy, limited
government, equality under the law, and
of opportunity, justice, and property
rights.

● The principles of the United States
government are based on political
philosophies, ideas, and experiences of
earlier governments.

Civics, Government, and Human Rights: Processes and Rules
Processes and rules are how groups of people make decisions, govern themselves, and address public problems. This includes problems at all scales, from a
classroom to local, state, and national public policy to the agreements among nations. Additionally, this includes studying how various rules, processes, laws, and
policies actually work, which requires an understanding of political systems and de�ning and addressing public problems.

By the end of grade 2 By the end of grade 5 By the end of grade 8

● Rules and [laws are established for our
safety and well-being] people who have
authority are necessary to keep everyone
safe, resolve con�icts, and treat people
fairly.

● [Ideal processes] Processes and rules [are
designed to be fair, consistent, and
respectful of all people’s rights] should be
fair, consistent, and respectful of the
human rights of all people

● There are di�erent processes for establishing
rules and laws.

● Rules, laws, and policies are designed to
protect the rights of people, help resolve
con�icts, and promote the common

● In a democratic government, there
● are multiple processes by which

individuals can in�uence the creation of
rules, laws, and public policy.
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Civics, Government and Human Rights: Human and Civil Rights
Human rights are universal, inalienable, and interdependent claims that derive from the inherent worth of every individual. They are the birthright of every
human being regardless of race, sex, nationality, ethnicity, language, religion, or any other status. Human rights include the right to life and liberty, freedom
from slavery and torture, freedom of opinion and expression, the right to work and education, and many more. These universal rights are not granted by
states or governments but are inherent to every person.

By the end of grade 2 By the end of grade 5 By the end of grade 8

● Individuals may be different, but all
have the same basic human rights.

● It is the responsibility of individuals and
institutions at the state, national, and
international levels to promote human rights.

● Individuals have the right to be safe and not
to be bullied or discriminated against.

● Human and civil rights include political,
social, economic, and cultural rights.

● [Human rights can be protected or
abused in various societies.] Social and
political systems have protected and
denied human rights (to varying
degrees) throughout time.12

● Fundamental rights are derived from the
inherent worth of [every] each
individual[, which] and include civil,
political, social, economic, and cultural
rights

Civics, Government and Human Rights: Civic Mindedness
Civic-mindedness is grounded in democratic principles and promotes civic virtues. Responsible citizens are informed and thoughtful, participate in their
communities, act politically, and embrace civic dispositions. Important civic dispositions for a democratic society include civility, open-mindedness,
compromise, and toleration of diversity. In a democratic society, individuals show concern for others’ rights and welfare, fairness, trust in humanity and
political systems, and a sense of public duty. The belief that one’s own actions – alone or in combination with others – can make a di�erence is closely related
to democratic principles and participation.

By the end of grade 2 By the end of grade 5 By the end of grade 8

● Certain character traits can help
individuals become productive members
of their community

● Certain dispositions help individuals
contribute to the health of American
democracy

● The well-being of a democracy depends
upon informed and e�ective
participation of individuals committed
to civility, compromise, and toleration of
diversity.

Geography, People and the Environment: Spatial Views of the World
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Spatial views of the world focus on the creation of maps and use of geospatial technologies. Creating maps and other geographical representations is an essential
and enduring part of seeking new geographic knowledge that is personally and socially useful and that can be applied in making decisions and solving problems.
Once maps or other representations are created, it prompts new questions concerning the locations, spaces, and patterns portrayed.

By the end of grade 2 By the end of grade 5 By the end of grade 8

● A map is a symbolic representation of
selected characteristics of a place.

● Geographic data can be used to identify
cultural and environmental
characteristics of places

● Maps and other geographic representations,
geospatial technologies, and spatial thinking
can be used to understand and communicate
information.

● Geospatial technologies and
representations help us to make sense of
the distribution of people, places, and
environments and spatial patterns across
Earth’s surface

Geography, People and the Environment: Human Population Patterns
Human population, patterns and movement focus on the size, composition, distribution, and movement of human populations and how they are fundamental
and active features on Earth’s surface. This includes understanding that the expansion and redistribution of the human population a�ects patterns of settlement,
environmental changes, and resource use. Patterns and movements of population also relate to physical phenomena including climate variability, landforms, and
locations of various natural hazards and their e�ects on population size, composition, and distribution.

By the end of grade 2 By the end of grade 5 By the end of grade 8

● Physical and human characteristics a�ect
where people live (settle).

● People use goods from local and distant
places to meet their daily needs

● Regions form and change as a result of
unique physical conditions, economies, and
cultures.

● Patterns of settlement di�er markedly from
region to region, place to place, and time to
time.

● The experiences people have when they
migrate to new places di�er for many reasons,
including whether it is by choice or
condition.

● The di�usion of ideas and cultural
practices are impacted by the movement
of people and advancements in
transportation, communication, and
technology.

● Relationships between humans and
environments impact spatial patterns of
settlement and movement.

● Global changes in population
distribution patterns a�ect changes in
land use in particular places.

Geography, People and the Environment: Human Environment Interaction
Human-environment interactions are essential aspects of human life in all societies and they occur at local-to-global scales. Human-environment interactions
happen both in speci�c places and across broad regions. Culture in�uences the locations and the types of interactions that occur. Earth’s human systems and
physical systems are in constant interaction and have reciprocal in�uences �owing among them. These interactions result in a variety of spatial patterns that require
careful observation, investigation, analysis, and explanation.
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By the end of grade 2 By the end of grade 5 By the end of grade 8

● Environmental characteristics in�uence
how and where people live

● Environmental and cultural characteristics
in�uence where and how people live.

● Human activity a�ects the cultural and
environmental characteristics of places and
regions.

● Cultural and environmental characteristics
change over time.

● Cultural patterns and economic
decisions in�uence environments and
the daily lives of people.

● The physical and human characteristics
of places and regions are connected to
human identities and cultures

Geography, People and the Environment: Global Interconnections
Global interconnections occur in both human and physical systems. Earth is a set of interconnected ecosystems of which humans are an in�uential part. Many
natural phenomena have no perceptible boundaries. For example, the oceans are one dynamic system. The atmosphere covers the entire planet. Land and water
forms shift over geological eons. Many life forms di�use from place to place and bring environmental changes with them. Humans have spread across the planet,
along with their cultural practices, artifacts, languages, diseases, and other attributes. All of these interconnections create complex spatial patterns at multiple scales
that continue to change over time.

By the end of grade 2 By the end of grade 5 By the end of grade 8

● Global interconnections occur in both
human and physical systems across
di�erent regions of the world.

● Interactions between humans has led to the
spread of cultural practices, artifacts,
languages, diseases, and other attributes as
well as changes in environmental
characteristics.

● In an interconnected world, increased
collaboration is needed by individuals,
groups, and nations to solve global issues

● Cultural and environmental practices
impact the geography of an area.

● The environmental characteristics of
places and production of goods
in�uences the spatial patterns of world
trade.

Economics, Innovation and Technology: Economic Ways of Thinking
Economic decision making involves setting goals and identifying the resources available to achieve those goals. Economic decision-making includes weighing the
additional bene�t of an action against the additional cost. Investigating the incentives that motivate people is an essential part of analyzing economic decision
making.

By the end of grade 2 By the end of grade 5 By the end of grade 8

● Individuals make decisions based on their
needs, wants, and the availability of

● Economic decision-making involves setting ● Economic decision-making involves
setting goals, weighing costs and

Board Adopted August 30, 2021
Revised August 29, 2022



Florham Park Social Studies

8th Grade Social Studies Curriculum

resources.
● Limited resources in�uence choices.
● [E�ective decision-making skills can help

when individuals and governments make
economic decisions] Economic decisions
made by individuals and governments
should be informed by an e�ective
decision-making process (e.g., saving,
spending, acquiring debt, investing).

goals and identifying the resources available
to achieve those goals.

● An economy accounts for the bene�ts and
costs of individual choices in dealing with the
scarcity of �nite resources.

bene�ts, and identifying the resources
available to achieve those goals

Economics, Innovation and Technology: Exchange and Markets
Exchange is when people voluntarily exchange goods and services and expect to gain as a result of the trade. Markets exist to facilitate the exchange of goods and
services. Comparison of bene�ts and costs helps identify the circumstances under which government action in markets is in the best interest of society and when it
is not.

By the end of grade 2 By the end of grade 5 By the end of grade 8

● Goods and services are produced and
exchanged in multiple ways

● The availability of human capital, physical
capital, and/or natural resources has
contributed to the specialization of trade and
production.

● The exchange of goods and services can have
negative and positive e�ects

● People voluntarily exchange goods and
services when all parties expect to gain as
a result of the trade.

● Buyers and sellers interact in competitive
markets based on prices that re�ect
scarcity of goods and services in the
market.

● Markets exist to facilitate the exchange
of goods and services.

● Competition among sellers and buyers
exists in speci�c markets

Economics, Innovation and Technology: National Economy
The national economy includes studying how the changes in the amounts and qualities of human capital, physical capital, and natural resources in�uence current
and future economic conditions and standards of living. All markets working together in�uence economic growth and �uctuations in well-being. (Monetary and
�scal policies are often designed and used in attempts to moderate �uctuations and encourage growth under a wide variety of circumstances.)

By the end of grade 2 By the end of grade 5 By the end of grade 8

● The availability of resources in�uences ● The government uses a variety of tools to pay ● A national economy includes studying
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current and future economic conditions.
● Governments play an economic  role in

the lives of individuals and communities

for the goods and services that it provides to
individuals and communities.

● A nation's economy is in�uenced by its
government, human and physical capital,
availability of resources, and technological
progress

the changes in the amounts and qualities
of human capital, physical capital, and
natural resources.

● The production and consumption of
goods and services in�uence economic
growth, well-being, and quality of life

Economics, Innovation and Technology: Global Economy
The global economy is the system of trade and industry across the world that has emerged due to globalization. Economic globalization occurs with cross-border
movement of goods, services, technology, information, and human, physical, and �nancial capital. Understanding why people specialize and trade, and how that
leads to increased economic interdependence, are fundamental steps in understanding how the world economy functions. While trade provides signi�cant
bene�ts, it is not without costs. Comparing those bene�ts and costs is essential in evaluating policies to in�uence trade among individuals and businesses in
di�erent countries.

By the end of grade 2 By the end of grade 5 By the end of grade 8

● There are bene�ts to trading goods and
services with other countries.

● Increased economic interdependence among
nations is a result of trade, sharing of ideas,

● and innovation

● The global economy is the system of
trade and industry across the world that
has emerged due to globalization.

● Economic globalization occurs with
cross-border movement of goods,
services, technology, information, and
human, physical, and �nancial capital.

● Economic policies require an analysis of
policies that in�uence trade among
individuals and businesses in di�erent
countries.

● Economic interdependence is impacted
by increased specialization and trade.

History, Culture, and Perspectives: Continuity and Change
Change and continuity over time require assessing similarities and di�erences between historical periods and between the past and present. It also involves
understanding how a change in one area of life relates to a change in other areas, bringing together political, economic, intellectual, social, cultural and other
factors. Understanding the interrelation of patterns of change requires evaluating the context within which events unfolded in order not to view events in
isolation, and to be able to assess the signi�cance of speci�c individuals, groups, and developments.
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By the end of grade 2 By the end of grade 5 By the end of grade 8

● Historical timelines put events in
chronological order to help people
understand the past.

● Understanding the past helps to make
sense of the present

● Chronological sequencing helps us track
events over time.

● Interactions of people and events throughout
history have shaped the world we experience
today.

● Chronological sequencing helps us
understand the interrelationship of
historical events.

● Political, economic, social, and cultural
factors both change and stay the same
over time.

● Historical events may have single,
multiple, and direct and indirect causes
and e�ects.

● Historical events and developments are
shaped by social, political, cultural,
technological, and economic factors.

History, Culture, and Perspectives: Understanding Perspectives
Understanding perspectives requires recognizing the multiplicity of points of view in the past, which makes it important to seek out a range of sources on any
historical question. One must recognize that perspectives change over time, so that historical understanding requires developing a sense of empathy with people in
the past whose perspectives might be very di�erent from those of today. Analyzing perspectives requires understanding how historical contexts shape people’s
perspectives.

By the end of grade 2 By the end of grade 5 By the end of grade 8

● Two or more individuals can have a
di�erent understanding of the same
event.

● Respecting and understanding the views
of others helps one learn about various
perspectives, thoughts, and cultures

● Respecting and understanding the views of
others helps one learn about various
perspectives, thoughts, and cultures.

● Events may be viewed di�erently based on
one's perspective.

● Historical records are shaped by the society
that the creator lived in.

● An individual’s perspective is impacted
by one’s background and experiences.

● Perspectives change over time.
● Historical contexts and events shaped

and continue to shape people’s
perspectives.

● The perspectives of people in the present
shape interpretations of the past.

History, Culture, and Perspectives: Historical Sourcing and Evidence
Historical sourcing and evidence is based on a review of materials and sources from the past. Examining sources often leads to further questions as well as answers
in a spiraling process of inquiry. Determining the values and limitations of sources is a process that involves taking into account features of the source itself, such as
its creator, date, purpose, and content in order to assess the validity and reliability of the source.
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By the end of grade 2 By the end of grade 5 By the end of grade 8

● The nature of history involves stories of
the past preserved in a variety of sources.

● Historians analyze accounts of history
through a variety of sources, including
di�ering accounts of the same event

● There are a variety of sources that help us
understand the past.

● Our understanding of the past deepens
through analysis of a wide variety of primary
and

● secondary sources

● Historical sourcing and evidence are
based on a review of materials and
sources from the past.

● Examining historical sources may answer
questions but may also lead to more
questions.

● Historians consider the relevance and
validity of sources to understand the
perspectives of those involved when
evaluating historical arguments.

History, Culture, and Perspectives: Claims and Argumentation
Claims are statements, potentially arguable, about what is valid/true and about what should be done or believed. Claims can address issues of change over time,
the relevance of sources, the perspectives of those involved and many other topics. Claims must be based on evidence. Argumentation is a social process of two or
more people(s) making arguments, responding to one another and modifying or defending their positions accordingly.
Arguments are claims backed by reasons that are supported by evidence from multiple relevant historical sources and interpretations into a reasoned argument
about the past.

By the end of grade 2 By the end of grade 5 By the end of grade 8

● Historians create arguments outlining
ideas or explanations based on evidence

● Historians use evidence from multiple
sources to support their claims and
arguments about the past.

● Historians analyze claims within sources
for perspective and validity.

● Historians develop arguments  using
evidence from multiple relevant
historical sources
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Social Studies Practices

The practices are the skills that individuals who work in the �eld of social sciences use on a regular basis. Because the purpose of social studies is to provide students
with the knowledge, skills and attitudes they need to be active, informed, responsible individuals and contributing members of their communities, many of the
practices can be applied to daily life. Curriculum writers and educators will want to consider how they can design learning experiences that will enable their students to
develop these skills in conjunction with the content knowledge re�ected in the core ideas and performance expectations (Citizens, 2008).

Practice Description

Developing Questions and Planning
Inquiry

Developing insightful questions and planning e�ective inquiry involves identifying the purposes of di�erent
questions to understand the human experience, which requires addressing real world issues. Inquiries
incorporating questions from various social science disciplines build understanding of the past, present and
future; these inquiries investigate the complexity and diversity of individuals, groups, and societies.

Gathering and Evaluating Sources Finding, evaluating and organizing information and evidence from multiple sources and perspectives are the
core of inquiry. E�ective practice requires evaluating the credibility of primary and secondary sources,
assessing the reliability of information, analyzing the context of information, and corroborating evidence
across sources. Discerning opinion from fact and interpreting the signi�cance of information requires
thinking critically about ourselves and the world

Seeking Diverse Perspectives Making sense of research �ndings requires thinking about what information is included, whether the
information answers the question, and what may be missing, often resulting in the need to complete
additional research. Developing an understanding of our own and others’ perspectives builds understanding
about the complexity of each person and the diversity in the world. Exploring diverse perspectives assists
students in empathizing with other individuals and groups of people; quantitative and qualitative
information provides insights into speci�c people, places, and events, as well as
national, regional, and global trends.

Developing Claims and Using Evidence Developing claims requires careful consideration of evidence, logical organization of information,
self-awareness about biases, application of analysis skills, and a willingness to revise conclusions based on the
strength of evidence. Using evidence responsibly means developing claims based on factual evidence, valid
reasoning, and a respect for human rights

Presenting Arguments and Explanations Using a variety of formats designed for a purpose and an authentic audience forms the basis for clear
communication. Strong arguments contain claims with organized evidence and valid reasoning that respects
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the diversity of the world and the dignity of each person. Writing �ndings and engaging in civil discussion
with an audience provides a key step in the process of thinking critically about conclusions and continued
inquiry

Engaging in Civil Discourse and
Critiquing Conclusions

Assessing and re�ning conclusions through metacognition, further research, and deliberative discussions
with diverse perspectives sharpens the conclusions and improves thinking as a vital part of the process of
sensemaking. Responsible citizenship requires respectfully listening to and critiquing claims by analyzing the
evidence and reasoning supporting them. Listening to and understanding contrary views can deepen learning
and lay the groundwork for seeking consensus

Taking Informed Action After thoroughly investigating questions, taking informed action means building consensus about possible
actions and planning strategically to implement change. Democracy requires citizens to practice discussion,
negotiation, coalition-seeking, and peaceful con�ict resolution. When appropriate, taking informed action
involves creating and/or implementing action plans designed to solve problems and create positive change.
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Civics Lessons
Unit and Topic Course Taught Days

October Unit 2: Topic 1: Historical Foundations of the American
Republic

(8th) Social Studies Unit 2,
Bend 1,
Lessons
I-IV and
Bend 2,
Lessons
8-11

October Unit 2: Topic 2: The Legislative Branch (8th) Social Studies Unit 2,
Bend 2,
Lesson 2

October Unit 2: Topic 3: The Executive Branch (8th) Social Studies Unit 2,
Bend 2,
Lesson 2

October Unit 2: Topic 4: The Judicial Branch (8th) Social Studies Unit 2,
Bend 2,
Lesson 2

October Unit 2: Topic 5: Federalism (8th) Social Studies Unit 2,
Bend 2,
Lesson
4,5 and
6

November Unit 2: Topic 6: Bill of Rights and Amendment Process (8th) Social Studies Unit 2,
Bend 1,
Lesson 5
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Unit and Topic Course Taught Days

October Unit 2: Topic 1: Historical Foundations of the American
Republic

(8th) Social Studies Unit 2,
Bend 1,
Lessons
I-IV and
Bend 2,
Lessons
8-11

November Unit 1: Topic 6: Elections (8th) Social Studies

February Unit 1: Topic 1: Human Rights (8th) Civics Course Lessons 1,
2

February Unit 1: Topic 2: Why Do We Need Government? (8th) Civics Course Lesson 3

February Unit 1: Topic 3: The Common Good and Civic Virtue and
American Ideals

(8th) Civics Course Lesson 4

February Unit 1: Topic 4: Civil Discourse and Conflict Resolution (8th) Civics Course Lesson 5

March Unit 3: Topic 1: “A More Perfect Union” (8th) Social Studies Unit II,
Bends I,
II and
Unit IV
Bend II

March Unit 3: Topic 2: “. . .Establish Justice ” (8th) Civics Course Lesson
6, 7

March Unit 3: Topic 3: “. . .insure Domestic Tranquility, provide for
the common defense ”

(8th) Civics Course Lesson 8
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Unit and Topic Course Taught Days

October Unit 2: Topic 1: Historical Foundations of the American
Republic

(8th) Social Studies Unit 2,
Bend 1,
Lessons
I-IV and
Bend 2,
Lessons
8-11

April Unit 3: Topic 4: “promote the General Welfare, and secure
the Blessings of Liberty”

(8th) Civics Course Lesson
9, 10

April Unit 4: Topic 1: Rights and Responsibilities of Citizenship (8th) Civics Course Lesson
11

April Unit 4: Topic 2: Local and State Government (8th) Civics Course Lesson
12

May Unit 4: Topic 3: Public Policy and Civil Society and Citizen
Action

(8th) Civics Course Lesson
13

May Unit 4: Topic 5: Citizen Action - Developing and Proposing a
Solution

(8th) Civics Course Lesson
14

June Unit 4: Topic 6: Civic Participation and Democracy (8th) Civics Course Lesson
15

Curriculum Guide for Middle School Civics
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On July 23, 2021, New Jersey Governor Phil Murphy signed “Laura Wooten’s” Law, which mandated that
every New Jersey school district offer a course of study in civics in middle school beginning in the
2022-2023 school year and directed the New Jersey Center for Civic Education to provide a curriculum
guide, resources, and professional development. The legislation explained that the course should
address "the values and principles underlying the American system of constitutional democracy; the
function and limitations of government; and the role of a citizen in a democratic society." The civics
course must include "a minimum of two quarters of instruction, or the equivalent” (that is, a trimester and
a half for schools with trimesters). Many school districts are opting for a full-year of civics.

The New Jersey Center for Civic Education organized a team of social studies supervisors and
teachers and university faculty from across the state to create an Inquiry Framework which identified
the big questions that should be answered in a middle school civics course.The Inquiry Framework
offers a coherent scope and sequence focused on the core concepts and principles underlying our
democracy, the structure and limits of the national government as set forth in the U.S. Constitution, an
examination of how well we have met our democratic ideals, and the role of the citizen in a democratic
society.

Links to relevant student learning standards, practices, lessons, activities and resources following the
inquiry questions were added to develop a Curriculum Guide.The Curriculum Guide is focused on both
content—including concepts such as consent of the government, the rule of law, civic virtue, the common
good, justice, equality, and diversity—and practices, such as evaluating sources, seeking diverse
perspectives, engaging in civil discourse and taking informed action. It offers teachers a variety of options
for teaching an engaging middle school civics course. Vocabulary words are listed for each topic and
defined in the lessons. The materials include word documents, powerpoints, videos and slides. Some of
the lessons and activities may be employed as formative and benchmark assessments for student

Board Adopted August 30, 2021
Revised August 29, 2022



Florham Park Social Studies

8th Grade Social Studies Curriculum
learning. Each unit includes a suggested performance assessment which will actively involve students in
participating in simulated democratic processes.

The Curriculum Guide is a living document that will be expanded, revised and improved over time as we
continue to better understand how to help students gain the civic knowledge, skills and dispositions they
will need to fulfill their role as citizens in a democracy. We welcome any suggestions that you may have
for the continual improvement of this document.
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Table of Content
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American Republic
Topic 2: The Legislative Branch Topic 3: The Executive Branch
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Unit 3: The Constitution, American Ideals and the American Experience ……. Topic 1: “A More Perfect Union”
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Topic 3: “. . .insure Domestic Tranquility, provide for the common defense ”
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Unit 4: Role of the Citizen…………………………………………………………… Topic 1: Rights and Responsibilities
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Topic 4: Citizen Action - Identifying a Problem or Issue
Topic 5: Citizen Action - Developing and Proposing a Solution Topic 6: Civic Participation and
Democracy
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Unit 1: Foundational Concepts and Principles
Grade Level: 6-8

8 weeks

Unit Summary

The United States of America is unique among nations in that it was founded upon an idea. What
unites us as Americans is our shared commitment to those ideas and ideals. Any analysis of the
structure of American government requires that students first understand the foundational concepts
that are the rationale for a constitutional democracy. This unit will ask students to explore the key
concepts and principles upon which the government of the United States was established.

Essential Question

How do citizens, civic ideals, and government institutions interact to balance the needs of
individuals and the common good?

Standards
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NJ Student Learning Standards for Social Studies:
● 6.3.8.CivicsHR.1: Construct an argument as to the source of human rights and how they are

best protected.
● 6.3.8.CivicsPI.1: Evaluate, take, and defend a position on why government is necessary,

and the purposes government should serve
● 6.3.8.CivicsPR.1: Analyze primary sources to explain how democratic ideas in the United

States developed from the historical experiences of ancient societies, England and the North
American colonies.

● 6.3.8.CivicsPR.5: Engage in simulated democratic processes (e.g., legislative hearings,
judicial proceedings, elections) to understand how conflicting points of view are addressed in
a democratic society

Suggested Practices for Social Studies

Differentiation for Middle School Social Studies

NJ ELA Grade 6-8 Companion Standards

● RH.6-8.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including
vocabulary specific to domains related to history/social studies.

● RH.6-8.6. Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author's point of view or purpose (e.g.,
loaded language, inclusion or avoidance of particular facts).

● RH.6-8.10. By the end of grade 8, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in
the grades 6-8 text complexity band independently and proficiently.
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Student Learning Standards for English Language Arts

8.1 Technology Standards
● 8.1E 6-8. Use a variety of search tools and filters to access multiple data bases (for

example, census data, the Bureau of Labor Statistics, the Departments of Education,
Agriculture, Health & Human Services) in order to find information relevant to the solution of
a real world problem.

Career Readiness, Life Literacies & Key Skills
CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee.
CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.
CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions.
CRP8. Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.
CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective management.

Social and Emotional Learning in Middle School Social Studies Instruction

Unit Assessment

E.g., Mock Election: instill the habit of participating in elections by having students research
candidates and vote in the annual New Jersey Mock Election,held each year two weeks prior to
election day in November

Topic 1: Human Rights

Inquiry Questions

● How can natural/human rights be protected?
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Supporting Questions

● What are natural/human rights?
● How do natural rights represent the dignity of each human being?
● How does the “consent of the governed” protect human rights?

Enduring Understandings

● Every human being is entitled to certain “natural” rights.
● The concept of natural or human rights arises from basic common religious or philosophical

concepts about the dignity of each human being.
● Natural rights were defined by John Locke as “life, liberty and property”.
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● The Declaration of Independence is based on the concept of human rights

Vocabulary

● Consent of the governed
● Dignity
● Due Process
● English Bill of RightsLife
● Human Rights
● InalienableLiberty
● Magna Carta
● Natural Rights
● Property
● Rule of Law
● Social contract

Lessons, Activities and Resources
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Lesson 1:

Mini Lesson: What are natural/human rights?
○ NJ Center for Civic Education: What are natural/human rights?
○ See five-minute video summarizing John Locke’s “revolutionary” ideas about natural

rights from the Fraser Institute at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ocJ2fPk5FGE

● How did the idea of human rights develop?
○ Youth for Human Rights: The Background of Human Rights
○ For students who are proficient readers, consider this lesson submitted by a

successful middle school civics teacher on the evolution of specific human rights from
the Magna Carta to the founding of the American colonies: The Magna Carta and
Asserting Human Rights in the American Colonies .

Lesson 2:

Mini Lesson: Why did Thomas Jefferson change Locke’s “right to life, liberty and property,” to “life,
liberty and the pursuit of happiness” in the Declaration of Independence? Why is the consent of the
governed important to protect human rights?

○ National Archives: Declaration of Independence: A Transcription | National Archives
○ Bill of Rights Institute: Declaration of Independence and Understanding Rights

Lesson

● See the Universal Declaration of Human Rights at
https://www.un.org/en/about-us/universal-declaration-of-human-rights or https://hreusa.org/
or Facing History lesson on Human Rights
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Topic 2: Why Do We Need Government?

Inquiry Questions

● Why do we need government?
● What makes government legitimate?

Supporting Questions

● What would life be like in a state of nature?
● How does government balance the need for social order and individual liberty?
● What is the difference between power and authority?
● What is the source of authority?
● What is meant by “consent of the governed”?
● What is a social contract?
● What forms can governments take?
● What are the advantages and disadvantages of each form of government?
● What is the “rule of law” and why is it necessary for authority to be legitimate?
● According to the Declaration of Independence what are the main purposes/goals

of government?

Enduring Understandings
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● In a state of nature, the strong would take advantage of the weak. We need a government
with the authority to protect individual rights, resolve conflicts and maintain order.

● Through the social contract, people give up some of their freedom to the government
to preserve order and peace.

● A strong commitment to the rule of law has been crucial to efforts to limit the abuse
of authority and the arbitrary use of power.

● .Governments establish and enforce laws to maintain safety and order.
● There are many different forms of government that government may take. Some forms of

government, such as dictatorships, are based solely on power.
● The legitimacy of a government is based on consent of the governed, the rule of law and the

protection of human rights.
● Democratic governments work to balance social order and the protection of individual rights.

Vocabulary

● Authority
● Autocracy
● Consent of the governed
● Democracy
● Dictatorship
● Government
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● Individual rights
● Legitimate
● Monarchy
● Oligarchy
● Order
● Popular Sovereignty
● Power
● Republic
● Rule of Law
● State of Nature

Lessons, Activities and Resources
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Lesson 3: What would life be like in a state of nature? Why do we need government?

● Activity: Government Simulation: Copy of Island Project – How would you govern
○ Center for Civic Education: Why do we need a government
○ iCivics: Why Government? Hobbes & Locke philosophy Lesson
○ C-Span -https://www.c-span.org/classroom/document/?8394

Conclude: We need government and authority:
○ To protect the weak from the strong
○ To protect individual rights
○ To provide order and safety
○ To settle arguments
○ To ensure that benefits and burdens are fairly shared

What is “consent of the governed” and how is it demonstrated?
○ Center for Civic Education: How Does Government Secure Natural Rights?
○ NJ Center for Civic Education: What does “consent of the governed” mean?
○ Center for Civic Education - What is Democracy?. This lesson is a simple introduction

at an accessible reading level for lower middle school grades.

● What forms can governments take? What are the advantages and disadvantages of each
form of government?

○ NJ Center for Civic Education: Comparing Forms of government
○ Common Sense: Forms of Government Lesson: Anarchy, Monarchy, Dictatorship,

Oligarchy, Republic, Democracy
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Topic 3: The Common Good and Civic Virtue and American
Ideals

Inquiry Questions

● How does the idea of the “common good” give rise to a social contract?
● What is the proper balance between individual freedom and the common good?
● Why is “civic virtue” necessary for a democracy to survive?
● What are American Ideals?
● What American Ideals are the basis for the American social contract (the Constitution)?

Supporting Questions

● What ideas from the classical republics about the need for civic virtue did the
Founders adopt?

● What is the social contract?
● What is civic virtue?
● What is the “common good”?
● Why is a commitment to the common good important in a democratic society?
● How does the social contract limit individual freedom for the common good?
● What is the difference between an ideal and a practice or institution?
● Where in the nation’s founding documents are American ideals expressed?

Enduring Understandings

● The Founders based their concept of a democratic republic on the ideas of civic virtue and
the common good that they adopted from ancient Greek and Roman republics.

● Civic virtue requires citizens to put the interests of the community or the “common good”
or general welfare above their individual interests. This involves informed, engaged
participation in voting, volunteering, and acting responsibly.

● Civic virtue is the cement that holds a democratic society together.
● American Ideals are those core values and principles that the structures and practices of
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the Constitutional system are designed to realize and protect.

● While citizens may debate how to best realize them, American Ideals represent the
core elements of a national consensus if democracy is to survive.

● American Ideals represent the American experiment in representative government at its
best and are enshrined in the nation’s founding documents.

Vocabulary

● Civic Virtue
● Classical Republics
● Common Good
● Individual Rights
● Liberty
● Order
● Social Contract
● Consent of the Governed
● Domestic Tranquility
● Equality
● Freedom/Liberty
● Ideals
● Justice
● Limited Government
● Property
● Property Rights
● Religious Tolerance
● Rights
● Rule of Law

Lessons, Activities and Resources
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Lesson 4:  What is the social contract?
○ iCivics John Locke and the Social Contract Mini-lesson
○ NJ Center for Civic Education: Social contract

● What are American Ideals?
○ Bill of Rights Institute: America’s Civic Values
○ Facing History: Exploring Individual and American Identity

● Where do we find our “American Ideals” in our founding documents?
○ Link to Constitution at https://constitutioncenter.org/media/files/constitution.pdf
○ Choices: Ideals in US Founding Documents

● NJ Center for Civic Education: Using American Ideals to Teach About Controversial Issues
and Elections. This lesson will have students identify American ideals located in our
founding documents. It is useful preparation for teaching about controversial issues and
elections, focusing the lesson on adherence to the ideals expressed in the Constitution and
/orDeclaration of Independence.
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Topic 4: Civil Discourse and Conflict Resolution

Inquiry Questions

● How can conflicts be resolved peacefully in a democratic society?
● Why are active listening and civil discourse about conflicting political ideologies or viewpoints

necessary in a democratic society?

Supporting Questions

● What are the sources of conflict?
● How are conflicts resolved?
● How can conflicts be resolved peacefully in a democratic society?
● Why is respect for diverse perspectives a crucial component of civil discourse?
● What strategies can help incorporate multiple perspectives into civil discourse?

Enduring Understandings

● Conflicts are often unavoidable. One of the roles of government is to create
institutions--primarily courts-- to resolve conflicts among individuals through
litigation.

● Individuals can learn skills for resolving conflicts peacefully in their lives.
● Peaceful conflict resolution requires active listening and respect for diverse perspectives.

Vocabulary

● Active Listening
● Avoidance
● Civil Discourse
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● Compromise
● Conflict
● Ideology
● Litigation
● Mediation
● Negotiation
● Perspectives
● Positions
● Pride
● Respect
● Underlying Interests

Lessons, Activities and Resources
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Lesson 5:
● What are the sources of conflict? How are conflicts resolved? How can conflicts be

resolved peacefully?
○ NJ Center for Civic Education: How can conflicts be resolved peacefully?
○ NPR: Conflict and its Resolution

● What strategies can help to encourage civil discourse regarding controversial issues?
○ Your Classroom rules, for example: Mr. Savino's Controversial Topic Discussion

Guidelines
○ Kid’s health.org: Teacher’s Guide to Conflict/Resolution Grades 6-8
○ New York Times: Talking Across Divides: 10 Ways to Encourage Civil Classroom

Conversation On Difficult Issues
○ NJ Center for Civic Education: How can conflicts be resolved peacefully?
○ Constitutional Rights Foundation: Civil Conversation and Roleplays Curriculum Library

Topic 6: Elections
Timeframe: Three weeks

Inquiry Questions

● Why is the right to vote critical in a democratic republic?

Supporting Questions
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● What are the requirements for voting in New Jersey?
● What are the responsibilities of elected representatives?
● How can you determine the accuracy of what you read and view?
● How can you evaluate candidates for positions of authority?

Enduring Understandings

● Elections are how the public identifies and approves those individuals who will make political
decisions for the common good. This is “consent of the governed”.

● Elections are also how we discuss and debate political issues. Therefore, elections are
inherently controversial and critical thinking skills need to be used to understand facts
and issues.

● Elections are at the core of how a representative democracy functions. The right to vote is
a critical component of American political life.

Vocabulary

● Accuracy
● Confirmation Bias
● Consent of the governed
● Controversy
● Distracting news
● Elected representatives
● Evaluate
● Fabricated news
● Facts
● Media
● Mock Election
● Reliable
● Responsibilities
● Right to Vote
● Sources

Lessons, Activities and Resources
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Why is voting important?
○ iCivics: Voting Matters

● What are voting requirements in New Jersey?
○ NJ State Dept.--Elections

● How do elections work?
○ Center for Civic Education: Becoming A Voter
○ iCivics: The Electoral Process
○ NJ State Dept.--Elections
○ Center for Civic Education : Being an informed voter

● Who represents me?
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○ iCivics: Who Represents Me? Webquest
○ C-Span: Researching your members of the House of Representatives

● What are the responsibilities of elected representatives?
○ Edsitement: The President’s Roles and Responsibilities

● How can you determine the accuracy of what you read and view (Media Literacy)?
○ NJ Center for Civic Education: Media Literacy
○ Learning for Justice: Digital and Civic Literacy
○ International Federation of Library Associations chart: How to Spot Fake News
○ Facing History: Media Literacy
○ FactCheck.org at https://www.factcheck.org/ a nonpartisan, nonprofit “consumer

advocate” for voters that aims to reduce the level of deception and confusion in
U.S. politics by monitoring the factual accuracy of what is being said in TV ads,
debates, speeches, interviews, etc.

● How can you evaluate candidates for positions of authority
○ How well do a political party’s views conform with your values? Pew Research

political party affiliation quiz
○ Center for Civic Education: How can you choose people for positions of authority?
○ iCivics: How can we evaluate candidates for positions of authority?

Unit 2: Foundational Documents
Grade Level: 6-8

Unit Summary
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This unit examines how the foundational concepts identified in Unit One are articulated in the
nation’s founding documents and established in the structure of American government. Students
will explore the ideals expressed in the Declaration of Independence, providing the background for
the next unit’s study of how the Declaration inspired generations of Americans to more fully realize
its core concepts of liberty, equality, and justice. The United States Constitution and the state
constitutions provide the structural framework for limited government and constitutional democracy,
and understanding these documents is a crucial component of active citizenship. The unit
concludes with an examination of the Bill of Rights and the amendment process as students come
to understand that the Constitution is a living document and American democracy is an ongoing
experiment requiring their active participation.

Essential Question

How have economic, political, and cultural decisions promoted or prevented the growth of personal
freedom, individual responsibility, equality, and respect for human dignity?

Standards
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NJ Student Learning Standards for Social Studies:
● 6.1.8.HistoryUP.3.a: Use primary sources as evidence to explain why the Declaration of

Independence was written and how its key principles evolved to become unifying ideas of
American democracy

● 6.1.8.HistoryCC.3.d: Compare and contrast the Articles of Confederation and the United
States Constitution in terms of the decision-making powers of national government.

● 6.1.8.CivicsPI3.d. Use data and other evidence to determine the extent to which
demographics influenced the debate on representation in Congress and federalism by
examining the New Jersey and Virginia plans.

● 6.1.8.Civics.PD.3.a: Cite evidence to determine the role that compromise played in the
creation and adoption of the Constitution and Bill of Rights

● 6.3.8.CivicsPR.5: Engage in simulated democratic processes (e.g., legislative hearings,
judicial proceedings, elections) to understand how conflicting points of view are addressed in
a democratic society

Suggested Practices for Social Studies

Differentiation for Middle School Social Studies

NJ ELA Grade 6-8 Companion Standards

● RH.6-8.3. Identify key steps in a text's description of a process related to history/social
studies (e.g., how a bill becomes law, how interest rates are raised or lowered).

● RH.6-8.9. Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary source on the
same topic.

● WHST.6-8.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization,
voice, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

Student Learning Standards for English Language Arts

8.1 Technology Standards
● 8.1D 6-8. Demonstrates ability to differentiate the degree of credibility and accuracy

of different digital content
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Career Readiness, Life Literacies & Key Skills
CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee.
CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies.
CRP8. Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.

Social and Emotional Learning in Middle School Social Studies Instruction

Unit Assessment

E.g., Simulated Federal Convention: engage students as participants from the 12 states
represented at the Federal Convention in Philadelphia in 1787 to appreciate the need for
compromise and the compromises made. One possibility is to focus on the role of New Jersey’s
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delegates regarding the debate over representation. Another more sophisticated activity focuses on
the issue of slavery at the Federal Convention.

Topic 1: Historical Foundations of the American Republic
Inquiry Questions

● To what extent did the founding documents (Declaration of Independence, Constitution Bill of
Rights) articulate and establish/ensure American Ideals?

● To what extent does democracy depend on citizens and elected representatives
and appointed officials adhering to democratic norms?

Supporting Questions

● What led to the Declaration of Independence?
● What did the Founders believe about government?
● Why was the Declaration of Independence written?
● What is popular sovereignty?
● How did the Constitution address the problems of the Articles of Confederation?
● What are the norms and values that support a democratic society?
● What character traits did the Founders expect of their elected and appointed

representatives?
● According to the Preamble, what are the six main purposes/goals of government?
● How does the U.S. Constitution organize government to prevent an abuse of authority?
● How do the three branches of government interact: separation of powers vs. checks and

balances?
● How does the Constitution promote economic development?

Enduring Understandings
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● The United States Constitution and Bill of Rights were designed to provide a framework
for the United States system of government, while also protecting individual rights.

● Debates about individual rights, states’ rights, and federal power shaped the development of
the political and economic institutions and practices of the new Republic.

Vocabulary

● Articles of Confederation
● Checks and balances
● Constitution
● Popular sovereignty
● Separation of Powers
● The Enlightenment

Lessons, Activities and Resources

How did the Magna Carta influence the founders and American government?
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● The National Archives: Magna Carta. A very brief introduction to the Magna Carta can be
found at Magna Carta - National Archives . Teachers can find useful content for their own
planning at The American Legacy of the Magna Carta. This text is more detailed and may be
applicable for high school students.

How did Enlightenment ideas influence America’s founding documents?
● iCivics min-ilesson: Enlightenment Ideas that influenced American political thinkers

Why was the Declaration of Independence Written?
● Declaring the Grievances: NEH Edsitement

○ Lesson Plan: Declare the Causes: The Declaration of Independence
● National Archives: What does the Declaration of Independence say?
● National Archives: Excerpts from the Declaration of Independence
● Declaring Independence:

○ Lesson Plan: The Argument of the Declaration of Independence
● Close Reading: https://teachinghistory.org/teaching-materials/ask-a-master-teacher/21770
● National Archives: To Sign or Not to Sign
● NJ Center for Civic Education: Could the American Revolution have been avoided?

Articles of Confederation
● iCivics Lesson: Wanted: A Just Right Government
● NEH EDSITEdsitement: The Road to the Constitutional Convention

Constitution
● iCivics Lesson: Constitution Day Lesson Plan
● Why was the Constitution written? How is it structured? What does it do? How can it

be changed? Civics Webquest: The Constitution: Rules for Running a Country
● The question of representation: NJ Center for Civic Education: New Jersey and the Federal

Convention
● National Constitution Center: To Sign or Not to Sign
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Bill of Rights
● iCivics Lesson: You've Got Rights!
● iCivics Game: Do I Have a Right?

Topic 2: The Legislative Branch
Inquiry Questions

● Why did the founders create three branches of government?
● Should the legislative branch continue to be considered “first among equal” branches?

Supporting Questions
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● What are the powers, responsibilities, limits and role of the Congress?
● How can we protect against abuse of authority by Congress?

Enduring Understandings

● Congress represents the diverse interests of the American people.
● Congress is the most important link between citizens and the federal government.
● Lawmaking is the primary and most important function of Congress.
● Members of Congress must fulfill several roles as lawmakers, politicians, and servants of

their constituents.
● State and local legislatures carry out many of the same powers as the national legislature

Vocabulary

● Bicameral Legislation
● Checks and Balances
● Congress
● House of Representatives
● Senate

Lessons, Activities and Resources
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Why do we have three branches of government?
● House of Representatives: Branches of Government | house.gov

How do the three branches of government interact? Separation of Powers and Checks and
Balances

● NEH EDSITEment: Balancing the Three Branches
● National Archives: Checks and Balances in Action and Separation of Powers or

Shared Powers

The Legislative Process: How does a bill become a law?
● iCivics: Legislative Branch
● National Archives: Congress in Article I of the Constitution and The Legislative Process:

Congress at Work
● ERIC: Legislative Lobbying Simulation

How many representatives should each state have?
● NJ Center for Civic Education: New Jersey and the Federal Convention

Topic 3: The Executive Branch
Inquiry Questions
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● How can the United States government ensure effective administration while
protecting against abuse of power by the president?

Supporting Questions

● What are the powers, responsibilities, limits and role of the President?
● How and why has the authority of the President expanded over time?
● How can we protect against the abuse of authority by the President?

Enduring Understandings

● The Constitution defines the roles and qualifications of the President
● The role of the Executive Branch has expanded since our nation was founded.
● Historically the President has stretched the powers of the office and debate continues

over this issue today.
● The Cabinet members are the President’s top advisors and are influential in decisions that

affect the country.
● The Electoral Process has led to much controversy in recent Presidential elections.
● The State and local levels include executive offices which carry similar responsibilities to

those of the President of the United States.

Vocabulary

● Cabinet
● Electoral College
● Electors
● President
● Veto
● Vice-President

Lessons, Activities and Resources
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The power and role of the Executive Branch
● iCivics

○ Executive Branch
○ A Very Big Branch
○ Executive Command

● NJ Center for Civic Education: What are the qualifications for president?
● NJ Center for Civic Education: The Electoral College
● National Constitution Center

○ Investigating the Executive Departments
● Separation of Powers: NEH EDSITEment: Balancing Three Branches at Once: Our

System of Checks and Balances

Topic 4: The Judicial Branch
Inquiry Questions
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● How does the Constitution try to ensure that all citizens are equal before the law?

Supporting Questions

● How does Judicial Review function?
● How and why has the scope of judicial review expanded over time?
● Can we ensure that all citizens are equal before the law?
● How can we best protect against the abuse of power and authority?

Enduring Understandings

● The Constitution created a Supreme Court, its jurisdiction and the manner and terms of
federal judicial appointments.

● The Supreme Court will make decisions that will impact the country for years to come.
● The inferior constitutional courts form the core of the federal judicial system
● The power of judicial review laid the foundation for the judicial branch’s key role in

government.

Vocabulary

● Supreme Court
● Judicial Review
● Justices
● Opinions
● Moot Court

Lessons, Activities and Resources
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Separation of Powers
● EDSITEment: Balancing the Three Branches

How does Judicial Review Function?
● U.S. Courts About the Supreme Court | United States Courts
● Library of Congress: Marbury v. Madison

Judicial Branch
● iCivics

○ Judicial Branch
○ Court Quest Extension Pack Teacher's Guide (including ELL Supports)

● EDSITEment
○ The Supreme Court: The Judicial Power of the United States

Topic 5: Federalism
Inquiry Questions

● How and why is federalism a key part of the structure of U.S. government?
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● How is federalism a positive or negative force today?

Supporting Questions

● What is federalism?
● How does federalism work?
● What powers have been delegated to the national government and which have been

retained by or shared with state governments?
● Why is the Supremacy Clause important?
● How does the U.S. Constitution balance the interests of individuals and states with the

need for a strong national government?
● How has federalism changed over time?

Enduring Understandings

● Federalism promotes national unity while giving states control over state and local matters.

Vocabulary

● Delegated powers
● Federalism
● Supremacy Clause

Lessons, Activities and Resources
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● What is Federalism? How does it work? Powers delegated to the federal
government and powers reserved to the states.

○ iCivics: The “Federal” in Federalism
○ National Archives: Understanding Federalism

● Federalism and Separation of Powers
○ National Constitution Center: Federalism

https://constitutioncenter.org/interactive-constitution/learning-material/federalism

● Supremacy Clause and implicit powers
○ History.com: McCulloch v. Maryland (1819)

● How has federalism changed over time?
○ ThoughtCo.: Types of

federalism
○ Carnegie Council: Energy Policy

Topic 6: Bill of Rights and Amendment Process
Inquiry Questions
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● Did the Constitution need a Bill of Rights?
● How does the Bill of RIghts ensure that fundamental human rights are protected?
● Is the Constitution a “living document”? Why did the founders make the amendment process

difficult?

Supporting Questions

● Was the Constitution sufficient to protect individual rights without the Bill of Rights?
● What is the process for amending the U.S. Constitution?
● What fundamental human rights are protected in the Bill of Rights?
● How does the Bill of Rights ensure that fundamental human rights are protected?

Enduring Understandings

● The guarantees in the Bill of Rights reflect the nation’s commitment to personal freedom and
to the principle of limited government.

● The due process clause of the fourteenth amendment ensures that state governments do
not limit or take away rights given to citizens by the national government.

● The establishment clause sets up “a wall of separation between church and state”.
● The free exercise clause protects religious beliefs but does not religious actions that violate

laws or threaten safety
● The guarantees of free speech and press are intended to protect the expression of

unpopular views.
● The rights of peaceable assembly and petition protect the people’s right to bring their views

to the attention of public officials.

Vocabulary

● Amendment
● Anti-Federalists
● Bill of Rights
● Federalists
● Ratify

Lessons, Activities and Resources
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● Was a Bill of Rights necessary?
○ iCivics: Federalists and Antifederalists views
○ NJ Center for Civic Education: Federalists and AntiFederalists
○ Center for Civic Education: Antifederalists and AntiFederalist Response

(Federalist 10)
○ Constituting America: Why did James Madison change his mind?

● How does the Bill of Rights protect rights?
○ National Constitution Center: Eight basic facts about the Bill of Rights
○ National Archives: The Bill of Rights: What Does it Say?
○ Bill of Rights Institute: Explains each amendment

● What rights does the Bill of RIghts protect?
○ iCivics Lesson: You've Got Rights!
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○ iCivics Game: Do I Have a Right?
○ iCivics: Do I Have a Right? Extension Pack
○ iCivics: Amendment Mini-Lesson

● How is the Constitution Amended?
○ U.S. Senate: Amending the Constitution

● Why did the Founders make it difficult to amend the Constitution?
○ National Park Service: Amending the Constitution

Unit 3: The Constitution, American Ideals and
the American Experience

Grade Level: 6-8

Unit Summary

The Preamble to the United States Constitution outlines its purposes and ideals in the following
language: “"We the People of the United States, in Order to form a more perfect Union, establish
Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the common defense, promote the general Welfare,
and secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain and establish this
Constitution for the United States…”

This unit will investigate the challenges and triumphs to fulfilling our American ideals. The unit will
begin with an examination of the goals highlighted in the Preamble of the Constitution. By tracing
the preamble through American history, students will assess the effectiveness of our early citizens
in meeting the goals of the Constitution. Students will evaluate how each American ideal has grown
and expanded to be more inclusive. As we continue to struggle in fulfilling the potential of the
American ideals, students will be encouraged to identify additional areas of growth toward a “more
perfect union.”
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Essential Question

How have economic, political, and cultural decisions promoted or prevented the growth of personal
freedom, individual responsibility, equality, and the respect for human dignity?

Standards

NJ Student Learning Standards for Social Studies:
● 6.1.8.CivicsPI.3.a. Cite evidence to evaluate the extent to which the leadership and

decisions of early administrations of the national government met the goals established
in the Constitution.

● 6.1.8.CivicsPI.3.b and 6.3.8.CivicsPR.2: Evaluate the effectiveness of the fundamental
principles of the Constitution (i.e., consent of the governed, rule of law, federalism,
limited
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government, separation of powers, checks and balances and individual rights) in
establishing a federal government that allows for growth and change over time.

● 6.1.8.CivicsDP.3.a: Use primary and secondary sources to assess whether or not the
ideals found in the Declaration of Independence were fulfilled for women, African
Americans and Native Americans during this time period.

● 6.1.8.CivicsHR.3.a: Explain how and why constitutional civil liberties were impacted by acts
of government during the Early Republic (i.e., Alien and Sedition Acts).

● 6.1.8.CivicsHR.3.b: Evaluate the impact of the institution of slavery on the political
and economic expansion of the United States.

● 6.1.8.CivicsHR.3.c: Construct an argument to explain how the expansion of slavery
violated human rights and contradicted American ideals.

● 6.1.8.CivicsHR.4.a: Examine sources from a variety of perspectives to describe efforts to
reform education, women’s rights, slavery and other issues during the Antebellum
period.

● 6.3.8.CivicsDP.2: Make a claim based on evidence to determine the extent and limitations of
First Amendment Rights (e.g., Supreme Court decisions).

● 6.3.8.CivicsDP.3: Use historical case studies and current events to explain why due process
is essential for the protection of individual rights and maintenance of limited government.

● 6.1.8.CivicsDP.4.a: Research and prioritize the most significant events that led to
the expansion of voting rights during the Jacksonian period.

● 6.1.8.HistoryUP.5.a: Analyze the effectiveness of the 13th, 14th and 15th Amendments
to the United State Constitution from multiple perspectives.

NJ ELA Grade 6-8 Companion Standards

● WHST.6-8.8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using
search terms effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote
or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following
a standard format for citation.

● RH.6-8.7. Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or
maps) with other information in print and digital texts.

● RH.6-8.8. Distinguish among fact, opinion, and reasoned judgment in a text.
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Suggested Practices for Social Studies

Differentiation for Middle School Social Studies

Student Learning Standards for English Language Arts

8.1 Technology Standards
● 8.1D 6-8. Demonstrates ability to differentiate the degree of credibility and accuracy

of different digital content.

Career Readiness, Life Literacies & Key Skills
CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee.
CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions.
CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies.
CRP8. Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.
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Social and Emotional Learning in Middle School Social Studies Instruction

Unit Assessment

E.g., a simulated legislative or judicial hearing about a current day issue. For example, use the
questions about the principles underlying the U.S. Constitution and its application today from the
We the People: The Citizen and the Constitution in a simulated Congressional Hearing in your
classroom. Or hold a judicial hearing about an issue involving the application of the Bill of Rights,
such as the Supreme Court Simulation from the United States Courts.
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Topic 2: “. . .Establish Justice. . .”
Inquiry Questions
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● What is “fairness” or “justice”?
● How does the Constitution “establish justice”?
● How do we ensure that people are treated fairly?
● Can there be justice without equality?

Supporting Questions

● How are the terms “fairness” or “justice” commonly defined and used in law? By people
you know?

● What is “due process” and how does it protect individual rights?
● What does the 14th Amendment mean by “equal protection under the law”?
● What is equality of opportunity?

Enduring Understandings
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● The desire for “fairness” or “justice” is a primary reason why people are willing to create
a government. These concepts are difficult to precisely define. The Constitution and
state constitutions establish a court system to help decide questions of justice.

● The right to “due process” is considered one of the most fundamental guarantees
of individual rights.

● Procedural Due Process means that the government must follow rules and procedures that
are reasonable, fair, and not arbitrary.

● Substantive Due Process means that the government cannot make or interpret laws in
a way that violates fundamental rights.

● The Fifth Amendment established the concept of “due process” in the
Constitution regarding the federal government.

● The Fourteenth Amendment extended the concept of “equal protection under the law”
to the states.

Vocabulary

● Affirmative Action
● Civil RIghts Movement
● Due Process
● Equality
● Fairness
● Habeas Corpus
● Jim Crow
● Segregation

Lessons, Activities and Resources
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Lesson 6: What is Justice or Fairness?
● Background article: Equality and Justice: History and Ideals — Equal Justice Under Law
● Culture of Dignity.com activity: The Difference between Equality and Equity
● NJ Center for Civic Education: What is fairness or justice?

To what extent has the United States established justice for all?

● How fairly has the United States treated Native Americans?
○ C-Span Classroom Lesson Plan: The Indian Removal Act of 1830
○ PBS Learning Media: Trail of Tears: The Cherokee Fight Against Removal; Trail of

Tears: Are the Cherokee an Independent Nation? and Worcester v. Georgia |
Cherokee Nation

○ NJ Center for Civic Education: Cherokee Removal historical roleplaying activity
○ Constitutional Rights Foundation: Choosing a Native American Policy:

Simulation Activity

● How fairly has the United States treated African Americans?
○ NEH Edsitement: Slavery and the American Founding; “The Inconsistency Not to

be Excused”
○ PBS learning Media: Teaching Guide: Exploring American Abolitionism
○ 13th Amendment
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https://equaljusticeunderlaw.org/thejusticereport/2018/8/29/equality-and-justice-history-and-ideals
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https://civiced.rutgers.edu/documents/conflict-resolution/volume-one-the-colonial-period-through-reconstruction/113-cherokee-removal
https://www.crf-usa.org/bill-of-rights-in-action/bria-21-1-c-indian-removal-the-cherokees-jackson-and-the-trail-of-tears.html
https://www.crf-usa.org/bill-of-rights-in-action/bria-21-1-c-indian-removal-the-cherokees-jackson-and-the-trail-of-tears.html
https://edsitement.neh.gov/lesson-plans/slavery-and-american-founding-inconsistency-not-be-excused
https://edsitement.neh.gov/lesson-plans/slavery-and-american-founding-inconsistency-not-be-excused
https://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/dpla-tg-040/teaching-guide-exploring-american-abolitionism/
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○ Link to Mock Congressional Hearings regarding Reconstruction in Conflict
Resolution and U.S. History

○ Jim Crow
○ C-Span Classroom: Poll Taxes; Literacy Test; Grandfather Clause
○ Junior Scholastic: How Barbara Johns Helped End Segregation

Lesson 7: What is “due process” and how does it protect individual rights?
● Justice In The Classroom: Due Process and the Constitution
● NJ Center for Civic Education: What is due process and why is it important?

What does the 14th Amendment mean by “equal protection under the law”?
● PBS Learning Media: The Reconstruction Amendments
● NJ Center for Civic Education: What does “equal protection” mean?
● Triad Debate: Affirmative Action law.washington.edu

Topic 3: “. . .insure Domestic Tranquility, provide for the common
defense. . .”

Inquiry Questions

● How well has the U.S. balanced the need for order and the protection of individual rights?

Supporting Questions

● What is “domestic tranquility?”
● What is “privacy”?
● How has the U.S. balanced the need for order and the protection of rights during times of

peace and times of war?

Enduring Understandings
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https://www.c-span.org/classroom/document/?8998
https://www.c-span.org/classroom/document/?8995
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● Domestic tranquility refers to the expectation by citizens that government will ensure an
orderly society based on due process and an inviolate/minimum sphere of personal liberty.

● Democracy places a high value on the right to privacy, which is the basis for many of
the more specific protections enshrined in the Bill of Rights.

● The right to privacy and other rights have sometimes been restricted during times of war as
the need to ensure national security conflicts with more expansive individual rights enjoyed
during times of peace. It is the role of the courts to help determine the appropriate
constitutional balance between individual rights and national security and to review acts of
the legislative and executive branches.

● Habeas corpus is a fundamental right that prevents arbitrary abuse of authority by the
government and indefinite detentions of political opponents.
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● The peaceful transfer of power is a critical element of democracy, requiring both
constitutional procedures and the commitment by citizens to uphold a free society and a
republican form of government.

● The use of force by the government must be within constitutional constraints in a
democratic society. A cornerstone of American democracy has been a
professional, non-political military that takes an oath to support the Constitution.

Vocabulary

● Alien and Sedition Acts
● Domestic Tranquility
● Habeas Corpus
● Liberty
● Patriot Act of 2001
● Privacy

Lessons, Activities and Resources
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Lesson 8: What is “domestic tranquility”?
● NJ Center for Civic Education: How do you “ensure domestic tranquility”?

Privacy rights during war:
● C-SPAN: Schenck v. United States and the Espionage Act
● Bill or Rights Institute: Security, Liberty and the Patriot Act

What is habeas corpus and why is it important?
● C-SPAN Classroom: The meaning and Origins of Habeas Corpus
● C-SPAN Classroom: The Writ of Habeas Corpus and the Constitution

How does the Fourth Amendment protect privacy rights?
● New Hampshire Institute for Civics Education: Privacy and the 4th

Amendment Learningforjustice: What is a Hate Crime?
● NJ State Bar Foundation Law Adventure Competition

Political stability and peaceful transfer of power
● iCivics: Peaceful Transfer of Power

Topic 4: “promote. . .the General Welfare, and secure the Blessings
of Liberty”

Inquiry Questions
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https://civiced.rutgers.edu/documents/civics/middle-school-civics/american-ideals/97-domestic-tranquility
https://www.c-span.org/classroom/document/?4905
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● What is “liberty”? Why did the Founders make it the defining purpose of
American government?

● To what extent has the American experience succeeded in promoting the general welfare
or common good?
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● How can we best balance individual rights and the general welfare when these
important concepts are in conflict?

Supporting Questions

● What is “the general welfare”?
● What is liberty?
● Should there be limits on freedom of speech or the ability to protest and petition the

government?
● Why is freedom of speech important for sustaining democracy?
● How has social media changed public discourse and how can we address the spreading

of propaganda and lies in social media?
● What is the difference between “the establishment of religion” and the “free exercise of

religion”?
● How can we balance conflicts between religious beliefs and the protection of the rights of

citizens?

Enduring Understandings

● The American system of limited government is designed to promote a specific definition
of liberty. This definition differs from that used by other nations with different forms of
government.

● The American system of government is based on the concept of social contract theory
and the idea that individuals agree to place some limits on their absolute liberty in order to
actually enjoy the greatest possible amount of liberty. What these limits should be is an
important part of Constitutional law and public discourse.

● Democracies must also balance individual liberty and “the common good”. Debates
about how to best achieve this balance is an important element of politics and public
policy.

Vocabulary

Board Adopted August 30, 2021
Revised August 29, 2022



Florham Park Social Studies

8th Grade Social Studies Curriculum

● Assembly
● Censorship
● Common Good
● Establishment Clause
● Free Exercise Clause
● General Welfare
● Individual rights
● Libel
● Liberty
● Petition
● Press
● Protest
● Religion
● Sedition
● Slander
● Social Media
● Speech
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Lessons, Activities and Resources

Lesson 9: What does “promote the general welfare” mean? How does the government promote
the general welfare or common good?

● NJ Center for Civic Education: What is the “general welfare”?

What is liberty?

● NJ Center for Civic Education: What is “liberty?”

Why is freedom of expression? Why is it so important? When should it be limited?
● NJ Center for Civic Education: First Amendment Freedom of Expression
● C-SPAN: Zenger Trial and the Colonial Press
● National Constitution Center The First Amendment Plan of Study
● Newseumed.org: My Five Freedoms
● US Courts: First Amendment Modified Oxford Debates and Scenarios
● TPS: Sedition Act: Should speech ever be restricted?
● Right to Petition and Assemble

○ American Bar Association: Right to Petition Lesson Plan
○ Freedoms Foundation: Freedom of Petition & Assembly Lesson Plan
○ National Constitution Center: Freedom of Assembly & Petition Lesson Plan

Lesson 10: What is the difference between “the establishment of religion” and the “free exercise
of religion”? How do we balance religious beliefs v. the common good?

● NJ Center for Civic Education: How does the First Amendment protect freedom of religion?

How can we balance individual rights and the general welfare when these important concepts are
in conflict?

● C-SPAN: Individual Liberty and the Common Good
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https://civiced.rutgers.edu/documents/civics/middle-school-civics/american-ideals/89-promote-the-general-welfare
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https://constitutioncenter.org/media/const-files/Lesson-Plan-Assembly-and-Petition_8.pdf
https://civiced.rutgers.edu/documents/civics/middle-school-civics/american-ideals/84-freedom-of-religion
https://www.c-span.org/classroom/document/?7259
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Unit 4: Role of the Citizen
Grade Level: 6-8

Timeframe: 8 weeks

Unit Summary

In addition to civic education content, students require opportunities to develop and practice the
skills and dispositions to become active and well-informed supporters of their community. Voting is
an important responsibility of citizenship, but students must also learn how to interact with the
appropriate levels of government to address matters of public policy that affect their lives and
occupations. This unit explores the nature of citizenship and offers questions and strategies to help
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students develop the skills they will need to be active members and supporters of their
communities.

Essential Question

How do citizens, civic ideals, and government institutions interact to balance the needs of
individuals and the common good?

Standards
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NJ Student Learning Standards for Social Studies
● 6.3.8.CivicsHR.1: Construct an argument as to the source of human rights and how they are

best protected.
● 6.3.8.CivicsPI.1: Evaluate, take, and defend a position on why government is necessary,

and the purposes government should serve
● 6.3.8.CivicsPR.1: Analyze primary sources to explain how democratic ideas in the United

States developed from the historical experiences of ancient societies, England and the North
American colonies.

● 6.3.8.CivicsPR.5: Engage in simulated democratic processes (e.g., legislative hearings,
judicial proceedings, elections) to understand how conflicting points of view are addressed in
a democratic society

Suggested Practices for Social Studies

Differentiation for Middle School Social Studies

NJ ELA Grade 6-8 Companion Standards

● WHST.6-8.7. Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a
self-generated question), drawing on several sources and generating additional related,
focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of exploration.

● WHST.6-8.9. Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and
research.

Student Learning Standards for English Language Arts

8.1 Technology Standards
● 8.1A 6-8. Demonstrate ability to manipulate, analyze and/or interpret data for

particular purposes when the purpose and the data sources are provided by the
teacher

Career Readiness, Life Literacies & Key Skills
CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee.
CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.
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CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions.
CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation.
CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies.
CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence.
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Social and Emotional Learning in Middle School Social Studies Instruction

Unit Assessment

E.g., a Class Project identifying, researching and proposing a solution to an important public policy
issue, such as Project Citizen.

Topic 1: Rights and Responsibilities of Citizenship
Inquiry Questions

● What is a “citizenship”?
● What are the essential attributes of a citizen?

Supporting Questions

● Who, by law, is a citizen?
● Who are resident aliens?
● How does an immigrant become a citizen?
● What rights and responsibilities does a citizen have that a non-citizen (resident alien) does

not have?

Enduring Understandings

● Citizenship is a relationship between an individual and a state to which the
individual owes allegiance and in turn is entitled to its protection.

● Each nation determines the conditions under which it will recognize persons as its
citizens, and the conditions under which that status will be extended or withdrawn.

● Citizens have additional rights and responsibilities that non-citizens do not possess.

Vocabulary
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● Allegiance
● Citizenship
● Citizen
● Immigrant
● Legal Permanent Resident
● Naturalization
● Obligations
● Resident Alien
● Responsibilities

Lessons, Activities and Resources
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Lesson 11: What is citizenship? Who is a Citizen? What is Naturalization? What rights and
obligations do citizens have?

● iCivics: Citizen me Students create a graphic organizer that diagrams citizen rights and
responsibilities at different levels of citizenship--home, school, city, state, and nation.
They also learn the sources of their rights and responsibilities at each level.

● NJ Center for Civic Education: What is Citizenship? Who is a Citizen?

How does an immigrant become a citizen?
● U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services: Citizenship and Naturalization in the U.S.
● National Archives: Analyzing Einstein's Citizenship Application; Exploring

America's Diversity: Luther Powell; Analyzing Rick Rescorla's Petition for
Naturalization

Topic 2: Local and State Government
Inquiry Questions

● How do the three branches of government function at the local and state level in
New Jersey?

● How well does federalism resolve the competing demands of limiting government power and
the need for efficiency in government?

Supporting Questions

● How do ideas become laws or rules at local, state and national levels?
● How does federalism distribute government authority at the national, state, and local levels?
● How does government function in New Jersey and in your local community and

school district?

Enduring Understandings
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● Local government includes school boards, municipalities, and counties; each with
specific authority.

● The New Jersey Constitution delegates certain powers and responsibilities to local
governments and school boards.

● State government includes three branches--executive, legislative and judicial--with separate
powers and checks and balances.

● Decisions made by local and state governments have enormous impact on our lives.

Vocabulary

● Appellate Court
● Civil suit
● County commissioners
● Defendant
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● Municipality
● Ordinance
● Plaintiff
● School Board
● Trial Court

Lessons, Activities and Resources

Lesson 12: What is your local government and how can you interact with it?:
○ Municipalities: League of Municipalities: Local Government in New Jersey
○ Public schools are led by local boards of education: non-paid school board members

elected by the community, except for 14 school districts where they are appointed by
the municipal government. The local boards of education adopt policies under which
the school district operates; oversee the budget; approve the curriculum; hire and
evaluate the superintendent; represent the public during contract negotiations; and
serve as a communications link between the community and the school system. The
New Jersey School Boards Association is a statewide organization that supports the
efforts of local school boards.

○ County Government provides many services, including parks and social services,
based in the 21 counties, led by county commissioners.

● State Government:
○ NJ Center for Civic Education: New Jersey’s Powerful Governor
○ NJ Center for Civic Education: New Jersey Legislature
○ NJ Center for Civic Education: New Jersey Judiciary
○ NJ State House Tour and teacher resources
○ State House Express - The Eagleton Institute of Politics offers funding for NJ

State House tours by classes.
○ iCivics: Court Quest game has students navigate the differences between the state

and federal court systems and identify the types and levels of courts within each
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system.

Topic 3: Public Policy, Civil Society, and Citizen Action
Inquiry Question

● How can individuals and civil society influence public policy?

Supporting Questions

● What is public policy?
● What is civil society?
● How do individuals and institutions of civil society, such as interest groups, fraternal

groups, business groups, etc. Influence public policy?
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● How have those without full political rights (women before 1920, minorities before the Civil
Rights Movement) affected change?

● How can I engage with others to improve my local, state, national and/or global community?
● What kinds of issues are appropriate for government action, and at what level?
● How can a group reach a consensus regarding a public policy issue?
● How can I identify problems that are important to be addressed at the local, state,

national and/or global level?
● Are the proposed solutions constitutional according to either the U.S. or state constitutions?
● What matters to me and why?
● Do civil society and/or private initiatives have a role, or should the solution rely solely

on government?
● How can the Universal Declaration of Human Rights help us to identify important issues

at the state, local or national level?
● Why are issues involving climate change and the environment critical?
● How do issues of economic justice involve human rights?

Enduring Understandings

● Public policy includes the decisions, commitments and actions made by those who hold or
affect government positions.

● Public policies are often embodied in laws, rules or regulations.
● Civil society includes media, voluntary organizations and interest groups, which

mediate between individuals and government.
● Individuals and civil society can influence public policy outcomes by speaking with

their elected representatives and lobbying for change.
● Students will identify and discuss a variety of community issues, engaging in

comprehensive research and analysis of the issues, utilizing appropriate reading, writing,
and informational literacy skills.

● Issues will be prioritized based on their scope, duration, impact and feasibility.
● Students will appreciate the value of reaching consensus regarding which issue(s)

to prioritize. of the issues identified.

Vocabulary
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● Civil Society
● Interest groups
● Public Policy
● Duration
● Economic justice
● Feasibility
● Human rights
● Intensity
● Resources
● Scope

Activities and Resources

Lesson 13: What is public policy? What is civil society? How do individuals and institutions of
civil society, such as interest groups, fraternal groups, business groups, etc. influence public
policy?

○ NJ Center for Civic Education: What is public policy?
○ Gettingsmart: Strategies for teaching public policy

● Identifying important issues to be addressed at the local, state, national and/or global level
○ NJ Center for Civic Education: Identifying Community Issues
○ Newseum: Identifying community issues
○ Project Citizen
○ Generation Citizen
○ Youth-Led Participatory Action Research

● Why are issues involving human rights important? How do issues of economic justice
involve human rights?

○ Human Rights Educators USA: Service Learning for Human Rights Education

● Why are issues involving climate changes and the environmental issues critical?
○ NJ Dept. of Education: NJ Climate Change Education Resources
○ Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry: Identifying risks
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Topic 5: Citizen Action - Developing and Proposing a Solution
Inquiry Questions

● What are the skills necessary for influencing public policy?
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● What are the possible alternative solutions to the problem and which solution is the best?

Supporting Questions

● How can the appropriate branch or agency of government with authority to address
an important issue be identified?

● Why are digital tools, research skills, media literacy skills and active listening skills important
for civic participation?

● Why is it important to consider several alternative solutions to an important issue?
● How can the best solution to an important issue be selected?

Enduring Understandings

● A fully researched and analyzed solution to a contemporary public policy issue
helps students to develop important literacy, problem-solving and critical thinking
skills.

● Developing an action plan to have a public policy solution implemented by an appropriate
governmental agency develops civic skills and positive civic attitudes.

Vocabulary

● Action Plan
● Advocating
● Alternatives
● Bias
● Credibility
● Government agency
● Presentation
● Solutions

Lessons, Activities and Resources
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Lesson 14: How can we identify the appropriate branch or agency of government with
authority to address the issue that has been selected?

○ NJ Center for Civic Education: Selecting an Issue

● How are digital tools, research skills, media literacy skills and active listening skills used for
civic participation? How can I assess the credibility of online or printed information? How
can I determine whether a source is biased?

○ NJ Center for Civic Education: Media Literacy
○ NJ Center for Civic Education: Suggested Practices--Active Listening/Civil Discourse

● Why should I carefully consider several alternative solutions? How can I determine what is
the best solution to the problem that I have identified?

○ NJ Center for Civic Education: Selecting the best solution
○ iCivics: Identifying local solutions

● How can I initiate change? What is an action plan?
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https://civiced.rutgers.edu/documents/programs/project-citizen/79-selecting-an-issue-1
https://civiced.rutgers.edu/
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○ NJ Center for Civic Education: How can individuals and groups bring their concerns to
public policymakers?

● How can I develop an effective written and/or oral presentation advocating our solution?
○ Scholastic: Persuasive letter writing rubric:
○ iCivics: Local Solutions Civic Action Plan
○ NJ Center for Civic Education: Presenting your class plan

Topic 6: Civic Participation and Democracy
Inquiry Questions

● What is the value of civic engagement?

Supporting Questions

● What might happen if citizens do not participate in democratic government at the local, state,
or federal levels?

● What can individuals do to help ensure that the American experiment with democracy
continues?

● How does civic participation help our democracy evolve?
● What are the benefits of civic participation in a democracy?

Enduring Understandings

● Students will reflect on the value of civic engagement to society and to each individual.
● Lifelong citizen engagement and participation in the community is necessary for our

democracy to continue.
● The cohesiveness of our democratic society today is a product of the contributions of

historical and current leaders and citizens.

Vocabulary
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● Benefits
● Civic engagement
● Civic skills
● Cohesiveness
● Participation
● Reflection

Lessons, Activities and Resources

Lesson 15: Reflecting on doing the public policy project
○ NJ Center for Civic Education: Student Reflections

● What are the benefits to individuals of participating in the civic life of our country?
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○ NJ Center for Civic Education: Why should individuals participate in civic life?

● What can individuals do to help ensure that the American experiment with democracy
continues? How does civic participation help our democracy evolve? What are the benefits
of civic participation in a democracy?

○ The New York Times video: The Power to Change the World
○ Center for Civic Education video: Project Citizen International Documentary “The

World We Want”

Board Adopted August 30, 2021
Revised August 29, 2022
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